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Treatiſes prote b TL ime Author, oft of 
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F Good and 11! Nature equally. operated upon Max- 
p - kind, I might have ſaved myſelf the Trouble of this 
| cpolegy for it is manifeſt by the Reception the 
following Diſcourſe hath met with, that thoſe, wwho 

prove it, are a great Majority among the Men of 
Taſte :. Yet there have been two or three Treatiſes aurit- 
ten expreſly againſt it, beſides many others that have 
Hiirted at it occafionaily, <uithout one Syllable having 
been ever publiſhed in its Defence, or even Quotation 
#0 its Advantage, that I can remember, except by the 
Polite Author of a late Diſcourſe between à Deiſt and 


' THEREFORE, fince the Book ſeems calculat- 
ed to live at leaſt as lang as our Language, and our 
Taſte admits no great Alterations, 1 am content to con- 


W, lei alt wil it, 


"THE tate Part of that Book was finiſhed about 
thirteen Pars fince, 1696, which is eight Tears Be- 


fore it was publiſhed, The Author was then young, 


on 


n Au Aro 


tir Invention et. the Height, and gp reſo in 
his Head. By the Afſiftance of ſome Thinking, aud 
much Conwer ſation, he had endeavoured to firip him- 
ſelf of as many real Prejudices as he could; 1 fay rel 
ones, betauſe, under the Notion of Prejudices, he fneauu 
to avhat dangerous Height ſome Men have proceeded. 
Thus prepared, he thought the numerous and groſt Cor- 
ruptions in Religien and Leorning might furniſh Mat- 
ter for a Satyr, that would" be uſ;ful and diverting" # 
He reſolved to froceed in a Manner, that ſhould be 
altogether new, the World having been already too long 
na»ſeated with entileſs Repetitions' upon every Subject. 
The Abuſes in Religion he propoſed to ſet forth in the 

Alltgory of the Coats, and the three Brothers, which 
avas to make up the Body of the Diſcourſe. Thoſe in 
Learning he choſe to introduce by Way of Digreſſions, + 
He was then a young Gentleman much in the World, 
and cyrote to the Tafte of theſe who avere like bim- 
elf; therefore, in order to allure them, be gave 4 
Liberty ib his Pen, which might "mt fuit with" ma- 
turer Years, or grauer Characters, and which he could 
have eafily corrected with à very few Blots, bad be 
been Ma ſter of his Papers for a Tear or two' befure 
their Publication. GEES e Swi 


NOT that he wwould have governed his Fudement 
by the ill placed Cawils of the Sour, the Envious, the 
Stupid, and the Taſteleſs, aubbich he mentions with 
Diſdain, He acknowledges there are ſeveral youthful 
Sallies, which from the Grave and Wiſe may deſerve 
a Rebuke. But he defires to be anſeberablè no für- 
ther than he is guilty, and that his Faults may not be 
muliiplied by the ignorant, the unnatural, and uncha- 
ritable Applications of thoſe who have neither Canter 
za ſuppoſe good Meanings, nor Palate to diſtinguiſh true 
ones. After which, he will forfeit his Life, if any one 

> ph rote ns es 
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pinion Tat be fairly delluced from that Bool, æubich 
is contrary to Religion or Moraling; oY 
WHY ſhould any Clergyman of aur Church be an- 
 gry..40. fee the Fallies of Fataticiſm and Superſtition 
expoſed, though in the moſt ridiculous Manner ? Since 
that is perhaps the maſt probable Way. to cure them, or 
at leaft to binder them from farther. ſpreading. Be- 
aides, thaugh it vas not intended far their Peruſal; 
it. rallies nathing - but .aohat they. preach again. 
contains nothing to. provoke them by the leaſt Scurri- 
lity upon their Perſons. or their Functions. It cele- 
brates the Church of England as the moſt. perfect of 
all others in Diſcipline. and Doctrine, it advances 10 
Opinion they reject, nur condemns any they receive. * 
F the Clergy's Reſentments lay upon their Hands, in 
my humble Opinion, they might haue found more pro- 
per Object to. empley them on: 8 tibi defuit 
Hoſtis ; I mean; . thoſe bea vy, illiterate Scribblers, 
proftitute in their Reputationi, vicious in their Lives, 
and ruined in their. Fortunes, who, to the Shame of 
goed Senſe as well as Piety, are greedily read, mere- 
ty upon the Strength of bold, falſe, impious Afſertions, 
mixed with unmannerly Reflections upon the Prieſthoods 
and openly intended againſt all Religion 3 in ſport, full 
of ſuch. Principles as are kindly received, becauſe they 
are levelled to remove thoſe Terrors that Religion tells 
Men will be the Conſequence of immoral Lives. Ne- 
thing like which is to be met with in this Diſcourſe, 


1 


n of them are pleaſed fore ta cenſure its 
And I wiſh, ay Gy no other Inflance of what 1 


have too frequenth ol ſerved, that 777 of that Reue- 
; are u a 11 Hinguiſbing be- 


rend Body are not always very nice in 


regs thir si , le, Friends, . 
Ab the Author*s Intentions met auith a more can- 
did Interpretation from ſame I aut of Reſpect he for- 


bears 


Pe. 


Himſelf from moſt Y his neareſt Friends : 


 Sefors, in either Faculty, avould have 
Henting it, 2 4% have given him Thanks for bis Pains, 
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ks ro name, be might bite Bleu entouraped ts an Eu- 
ami nation of Books written by fome of . thoſe Authors a- 
beve deferibid, wheſe Errors, Inorance, Dulneſs, and 
Villainy, he thinks be could have detected and expoſed in 
fith 4 Mannbr, that the Perſons, abo are moſt conceiv-' 
4 10 be infeted by them, would Hon lay them aſide and 
be afbatted: But he has now given over. thoje Thoughts, 
fn nce the weightieſt Men, in tht: -weightielt Stattons are 
fleajed to think it a nure dangerous. Point to laugh at 
thoſe Corruftiont in Religion, which they themſelues muſt 
di aper, than lo endeavour pulling up thoſe very 
oundati n,, domes all Chriſtians Pas . 


A thinks it no fair Proceeding, hat any . 
ſoould offer it diterminately to fix. a ** upon the Au- 
thor of this Diſcourſe, who bath all Th = concealed 

et ſeveral 
have gone a. fas ther Step, and N another Hes 


i hade bien the Wark of the Jame ! Hand 12 this : 


FFhich the Authar directly affirms. to be. a tho aug M/ 


tale; he having et never ſo much as 3 that | 
eourſe : 'A Plain Inft Toft ance how 8 Truth there (Di; 5 


7%. in general Surmiſet, or in ures YA: Hen a 
mii fade of 8 91. 57 Mey e ee WT 


4 the Kalle: aorit a Book to expo EP 
in Laab, or "in Phyſic, be brliecst th Learned«Pro- 
x a fo far from 


Ae Be had made an Honsurable Reſervation. for 
F true. ractice of either Science: But Religion, they 


2 1 1 us, ought mot ta be ridiculed; and, they tell us 
= al 


"pet furtih the Corrubtions in it may; for abe 
are bange 7, To er weben l Worldj that," 
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1 E PRE Ay bnr Thing bib rhe Jakes Beads 
cannot bit Bei \objervia,” thut. Jo et hoe Paſte 
bi Diſcousſe, r Nas moſt n fo 88 
are *Swhat they call celle, *vhtrb the Author Peron 
ater the Style . ma eher Weitere, wn he 
"bas a Mina fo e! gal produce one” Inſtance, it i 
ix the Nr Page. Dryden; L. Eſtrange, und ſonie others 
I Hall not nies. "Are" here levelled at, who bat 
ent their Lives In Fabien, And depth, and 
anner of Vi ice, pretended to be 8 erer for Loyalty 
ay Religion. So Dryden tells us, im one his Prefu. 
ces, of bis Merits and Sufferingsy thanks Gad that be 
Poſſeſſes his Soul in Patience; Jz other Places he talks 
z the. ſame Rate, and L*Eftrange ten iſes the like 
by 5 and, TRIS eve, the Reader ma ay fond. more. Parſons 
bat ge An A plication : 4 Ibis is £n0u 
1 reer thiſe 5 55 ** 2 ee the Author's 74 
Eutin. n Krenn 


CHER Ed e or e oth Paſſages nobich 
Prijudiced ar Auer ant Readers hade drawn by | 
Force to hint at ill Meanings ; as if they glanced at Jome 
Tamer in Nxligion. Ii dnfever” 1 all wybich,. the Aus 
thor ſolemnly proteſt, ei N ely "Þnnocettt,* "and aewer 
Dad ir once in her Thoughts fu any Thitg be i 
t n 7. leaſt „% rw 0 ble of fath” Area hn, 
'avbich he ill engage to deduce 9 | 
 \md/f\innocenr Book in tht World. Aae Vo be hey 
olg to every. Reader," that this cu, vr a Pore 4 Y 
Scheme or Deſign, \ this Abuſes be nies. «ey fach 
Obureb of England Mer agree in; mr; war” it 
for his Subjet to meuult with other "Ports; than } 


D 


ed to be ridiculed. 
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70 inflante only in that Paſſuge about (the rhrts 
ewooden Machines mentioned in the Introduction; lu tht 
Original Manuſcript there way a Deſcription of a 
Fourth, which thoſe, <uho had the "Papers in their 
Porwer, blotted out, as having ſomet bing in it of Sa- 
yr, that I ſuppęſe they thought wag too particular, 
and therefare they were forced to change it 10 the 
Number Three, from «whence ſomt have endeavoured 
zo ſqueeſe out a dangerous Meaning tbat was never 
thought on: And indeed the Coneeit aua half ſpoiled 
by changing the Numbers; that - of Four being much 

2 


more Cabaliflic, and therefore beiter expoſing the pre- 


tended Virtue Numberi, a Superſtition there intend- 


ANOTHER Thiiy to'be olferoed is, that ther 
are runs an Irony through. the Thread of the who 


* 


Doof, wwhich the Men of Tafte will obſerve and diften- 


griſb, and which will render ſome Objefions, that have 
12 made, very weak and inſgul cant. 
4 f hs, 5 N ; e 


THIS Apology being chiefly intended for the. Fa. 
tisfation of future Readers, it may be tlougbt unne- 
ceſſary to tale any Notice ſuch Treatiſes as, have 
been writ. againſt this enſuing Diſcourſe, which, are 
already ſunk inta. auaſte Paper and Oblivion ; after the 


ual Fate of common Anſwerers to Books, yhich are 
allowed to hawe any. Merit 88 They. are indeed ; like 


Annuals that grow about a young Tree, and ſcem to 


wie with it for a Summer, but fall and die xvith 


the Leaves in Autumn, and are never beard of any 
gore. When. Nr. Eachard <urit bis. Book about the 
Contempt of the Clergy, Numbers. of thoſe An/averers 


immediately. flarted_up,. vboſe Memory, f be bad mus 


kept alive by bis Replies, it would, now be utterly un- 


_ known that he aere ever an ſauered at 2 There. is in- 


dred an Exception, when any great Genius thinks it 
i | Tors 
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wvorth . bis awhile. to: expoſe a faoliſh Piccę ; ſo ace dl 
read Marvel Auſcver to Parker with Pleaſure, 4 45 

the Baok it anſewers be 72 long ago; ſo the Earl of 
 Orrery's Remarks, will be read with Delight, when the 
Diſſertation he. expoſes will neither be ſought nor found: 
But theſe pany ns os far. common. Hands, nor to 
be hoped for above once or  Feice in an Age. Men 
world be. more cautinus 9 e their. Time in ſuch 
an Undertaking, if they did but . conſider. that to an- 
auer à Rook. affelually, reguires more Pains and Skill, 

more Wit, Learning, and Judgment, than _<were em- 
played in the. writing it. And the Author aſſures 
#hofe Gentlemen who have given themſelves that Trou- 
ble with him, that his Diſcourſe 1s the Product of the 
Study, the Obſervation, and the Invention of ſeveral 
Years ; that be often blotted out much more than he 
Heft, and, if his Papers had not been à long Time out 
of his Poſſeſſion," they” muft have fill undergone more 
' ſevere Correctiom: And db they think ſuch à Build- 
ing is to be battered with Dirt-Pellets, howewer eu- 
wenomed the Mouths may be that diſcharge them ? He 
hath feen the Productions but ef twwo' Anſaverers, one 
of "which at firſt appeared as from an unknown Hand, 
ut fince avowed by a Perſon, who" upon ſome Otcaſions 
Hat diſcovered no ill Fein Humour. It is a Pity an 
"Occaſion ſhould pt him unter a Neceſſity of being fo 700 
in his Productions, which arberguiſe might often be en- 
tertaining. Bu there avere other Reaſons. obvious e- 
_ wough. for his Miſcarriage in this; he aurit againſt the 
- Convittion"of his Talent, and entered upon one of the = 
3 "Attenipts in Nature, to turn into Ridicule, by 
à Week's Labour, à Mort which had coſt ſo much Time, 
and met n Succeſi in ridiculing others; The 
Manner hoo he handled his Subje&t I have. now forgot, 
' ocher; did, merely for the Sake of the Title, 


7 | 
e 


e — 2 

” ” 4 * " . W - — — — 
n - 2 — — - — — 22 2 g — 
ve, 2 = « — — * - - * 6 3 N 1 2 — — — — 
* — — ö g — — —— = 5 _ — — — - — ww 
_ 2 * 3 D - - - LEY * 3 — — — — — — — — — — 
* 4 * 0 — — — rr Cm. - as 
a I A A , 0 8 — — — * 
i 2 — - _—_ 2 * — — — — — 5 
: 2 Wy \ a — 


— —— —ê 4 ꝙò——— —E— — —— — — IF 
— . —— — - — 
2 a= — — — — 
. * * » FE _—_ wy * 


w 3 
— w 
f 8 * 


viii An APOLOGY 


THE other newer. is from 4 Perſin oft 4 grew 


Character, and is made up of half Inciectide, and hu, 


Annotation. In the latter of which he hath generally 


futceeded well enough.. And the Prefect at that Time 
avas not amiſs, to draw in Readers" to. his 'Pamphlet; - 
ſeveral having appeared defiraus, 'that there might be 
fome Explication of the more difficult Paſſages. Nei- 
ther can he be altogether blamed. for offering at \ the. - 
Inweclive Part, becauſe. it is agreed on all Hands, 
that the Author had given him Jufficient Provocation. 

The great Objeftion is againſt hit Manner of treating. 
it, very unſuitable to one of his Function. It was dee 
termined by a fair Majority, that this Anſeverer had, 

in a Way not to be pardoned, "drawn, his Pen againſt a 

certain great Man then alive, and uniwerſally re- 

rezxiced for every good Quality that tould foffibly enter 

into the Compoſiticn of the maſt accompliſhed Perſon 5 it 
avas obfered, bow he was pleaſed and affetted ta haut 

that noble Writer called his Adverfary, ard it was a 
Peint of Satyr, well direfted; for I hade been told, Sir 
W. T. was ſufficiently mortified at the Term. All the 
Men of Wit and Politeneſs were immediately up in Arms, 
throch Indignation, which prevailed over their Con-. 
tempt, by the Conſequences they apprebended from ſuch an 

Eaamgle, and il grew Porſenni's Caſe; Idem tiecen- 
ti juravimus. In fort, Things were ripe ſor a general 
Inſurrection, till my Lird Orrery had a litile laid be 


Spirit, and fertled the Ferment. But, bis ry 7; 8 
4 


being prine fall) engaged with another Antagoniſt, it 
was thought neceſſary, in order to, quiet the Minds of 
Men, that this Oppoſer fo recetue a Reprimand, 
which jartly occgfontd that Diſcourſe of the Battle r 
the Books, and the Author vas We at the Pains to © 
2 ene er fue Remarks on fim in the Bady of the 
ß, AA 5 f0- Saky Ar ONO 
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7H Aufeverer bas been pleaſed 70 find Fault with- 
about dbæen Paſſages, which | 45 Author will not be 
at ibe Trouble of defending, farther than b 7 aſſuring. the | 
Reader, \that, for the greater Part, the Refiefter is in- 
tirely miſtaten, and forces Interpretations" which never 
once entered into the Writer's Head; nor- will, he is 
ſures Into that of. any Reader of Taſte and Cade "I 
allows taus or three, at 7 7 N, there Poe to have 
been delivered unwarily, for which he defores. to plead 
the E offered end of bis Youth, and F rankneſs 
of Speech, and bis Papers being ot 7 Bis Power at the 


en ord. 6p 


BUT this Aufevertr infifte, ay ſays, EI 43; 5 | 
ly diſtites, is. the Deſign ; what that was, I have al- 
ready told, and ] believe there is not a Perſen in Eng- 
land vhs. can underſtand that Book, that ever imagined 
it te have been any Thing elſe, but to expoſe the what 
and me in DN ang Reli gion. 

B U 7 15 ul be good to bra what. Defign "uh 
 Refledter-uas ſer wing, when he concludes his * 7 
with; a Caution to the Reader, to beware of thinking the - 
Author's Wit" «vas intirely his can ; Surely, this 58 
have. bau ſome Allay of Perſonal Ami; 3 
iæt avith. the Deſign of ſerving. the Public ly i 
ful a Difeovery'; and it indeed topcbes the Author . in a 7 
tender Point, be inſets upon it, that through tbe 
avhole Brot, be Has not borrowed one fingle Hint fra 
any Writer in the World; and he thought, of all Criti- 
ciſms, that would" never. have been one, He conceived 5 
it WAS * never. diſputed to be A < whatever 

Faults it *th1 ght have.” ' Hewtver, this. Anſwerer pro- 
' duces three Inflances' to prove this Author s Wit is nat 
his own in many Places. The fir/t is, that the Names 
of Peter, Martin, and Jack, are borrowed from a Let- 
ſer of the late Duke of Buckingham, hatever Wit 
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74 eontained in theſe thres Nami, the Author: is content 
to give it up, and defires is Readers: will ſulrratt n 
much as they placed upon that Atcount ;* at the". /ame 
Time proteſting ſolemnly, that be never "once brurd 
that Letter, except in this Paſſage of tbe Anfererer': 
So that the Names were" not | borrowoed;\ as he affirm, 
tho they ſhould happen ib be the ſume, "which, however, 
7s odd enough, and what” he haruly believes ; that 
Jack being not quite fo obwious as the other tauo. "The 
fecond Inſtance, to head the Author's Wit is not his 
.own, 7s Peter's Banter (as he calls it in bis Alſatia 
Phraſe) upon Tranſubſlantiation, which" is tuen from 
the ſame Duke's Conference with an Iriſh 8 where 
a Cork is turned into à Horſe. This the Author confe/- 
fes to have ſeen, about ten Years" after his Bool was 
ewurit, and a Year or two after 'it'was' publiſhed. Nay, 
the Anſwerer overthrows this himſelf; fur he alluus 


+ the Tale was writ in 1697; and, I think; that Pampb- 


let was not printed in many Years after. It was neceſ- 


ry, that Corruption ſhould have fome Allegory as well 


as the reſt; and the Author invented "the propereſt he 
could, without enguiring what other People had writ ; 
and the commoneſt Reader will find, there is not the 
leaſ Refemblance between the tæuo Stories. The third 
Inſtance is in theſe Words: I have been aſſured, that 
the Battle in St. James's Library is, mutatis mutandis, 


taken out of ry French Book, entitled, Combat des 


Liwres, if I miſremember not. In which Paſſage, there 


are two Clauſes obſervable ; J have been aſſured ; and, 


if I miſremember not. I de/ire firſt to know, whether, 
if that Conjefture proves an utter Falſhood, thoſe tavo 
Clauſes will be a Hen, Excuſe for this worthy Cri- 
tic. The Matter is a Trifle ; but would he venture to 
pronounce at this Rate upon one of greater Moment ? I 
know nothing more contemptible in a Writer, than the 
Character of a Plagiary; which he here fixes at A Ven- 


Nr ao hetdie 
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turr, and this unt for a Paſſhge, but a whole Diſcourſe, 
talen out from another Beok, only mutatis mutandis. 


The Author-.is as much in the Dark about this, as the 


Anſwerer 3 and will imitate him by an Affirmation. at 


Random s that, if there be a Word of Truth in this Re- 
Aection, he is. a paultry, imitating. Pedant; and the An- 


feverer is 4 Perſon of Mit, Manners, aud Truth. He 


tales his Boldneſs,' from neuer hawing ſeen any ſuch 


Treatiſe in bis Lift, nor: heard of it before; and he is 
ſure it is impoſſible for two Writers of different Times 
and Countries, to agree in their Thoughts after ſuch a 
Manner, that two contimued Diſcourſes ſhall be the ſame, 
only mutatis mutandis. Neither wwill he inſiſt upon the 
Miſtake in the Title; but let the Anſwerer and his Friend 
produce any Book they pleaſe, he defies them to ſhew one 
fingle Particular, where the judicious Reader woill af- 
firm be has been obliged for the ſmalleſt Hint; giving 
only Allowance for the accidental Encountering of a fin- 
gle Thought, which he knows may ſometimes happen; 
tho he has never yet found it in that Diſcourſe, nor has 
heard it objected by any Body elſe. CE EE TU 


SO that, if ever any Deſign was unfortunately 'txe- 


cuted, it muſt be that of this Anſwerer ; who, awhen he 


abo have it obſerved, that the Author's Wit is none 


of his. own, is able to produce but three Inflances, two 
of them mere Trifles, and all three nent falſe. If 
this be the Way theſe Gentlemen deal with the World in 
thoſe Criticiſins, where, awe have not Leiſure to defeat 


t hem, their Readers had need be cautious how they rely 


upon their Credit; and whether this Proceeding tan be 


kreconciled to Huma K Truth, let thoſe, who think it 
worth their while, dei NY, BP ALI PO 


ermine.. 


ww 


IT i agreed, this Anfwerer avould have Jutteeded 
much better, if he had ftuck wholly to his Buſineſs, as a 
Commentator pon the Tale of a Tub, wherein it can- 
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| Ga, for t 


Jet at the fame Time fixes, in Print, what" 


We n 


"il A AT OLG oy, 


. not be denied, that he Bath Ben of ſume Seripire I the 
Public, and has giwen Very Fair Conjefluyes totbaßd. 
elkaring up ſome difficult Paſjages ; ; but, it is the Fre- 
quent Error of thoſe Men otherwiſe” Deny commen- 
-dable for their Labour id Wake E, Beyond 
their Talent and their Office, by pretends Fo e out 
the Beauties and the Faults ; xubir hd n their. 
Trade, wwhith they always fat , abe fr "World 
never expeFed from th 732 10 abt lem any 7 hanks 
for endeavauring at. The Part 9 Minellits, 4 % Patti. 
by, abe have fallen in with his Genius, and mi ight 
have been ſerviceable to many Readers, bh cannot en- 
ter into the 1 Parts 2, that "Diſeourſe'; but 
Optat ephippia bos piger: The dull, unwieldy, ill. 
hhaped Ox would needs put on the Furniture of 'a Fore | 
not confidering he <vas born to Labour, to ploau the 
ho Sake of ſuperior Beings, and that he has 
neither the Shape, Mettle, nor Speed of ehat noble Au. 


| mal he awould affect to Perſonalt. 


IT is another Pattern of this nf werer®s b, Deal. 


ing, to ve us Hints that the Author is dead, and Jet 


to lay the Suſpicion upon ſame body, I know not 8 
the N ny which Le only % returned, that” 3 
abſalutely miſlalen in all his Conjectures; and fi ay 
Conjectures are, at beſt, 60. light a Pretence to alls 
Man to align a Name in Public. He condemns : Bool, and 
conſequently the Aathor, 2 off ch he i is utter, 8 5 
a thinks 4 


diſadvantas EOS Ce, upon thoſe who never Hera 
ti. A Man, who receives a Buffet i in the Dark, 5. 
be allowed lo be dexed; but it is an odd Kind of© $5 
wenge to go to Cuffs in broat Day wwith the firs he meets 
with, and lay the laſt Night's: Injury at his Door. Add 
thus mach for this ee Gab”) 

ous Anf erer. | 


pious, ad fingen 
i Ho 


; lat 
995 


h AOL OG. ih 


H oi the Author cams to be without his Papers, is 


4 Story not proper. to. be tal,” nd, very little Uſe, being 
a private Fact, of whi he Reaver atill belicvt aß little, 
e good.” He hag, howeer 

ted Copy by him, which he intended to have qwrit over, 


0 


 avith many Alterations, and this the Publiſhers wwere abell 
+ AI —_—— TOA > ie 55 . 72 2rd Pp , | E 
aware , having 2 it into the Book eller Preface, 


that they apprehended a ſurreptitious Copy, which was 


to be altered, c. This, though not regarded by Rea- 


ders, æbas a real Truth, only the ſurreptitious Copy was 
rather that which vas printed, and they made all the 
Haſte they could, which indeed was needleſs ; the Author 
not being at all prepared: But he has been told, the Book- 


eller was in much Pain, having given a gaod Sum of 


Money for the Copy... 


bw 24 


IN the, Author's Original. Copy, there were nat fo 
many Chaſms as appear in the Book ; and why. ſome of 


hm ae , s ny nt; Had the Police 
been trufled ti him, he Jhould have malle ſeveral Correc- 
tions of Paſſages, againſt which nothing hath been ever 


chene Heben ene t have altered a fr of thiſe 


that ſeem with any Reaſon to be excepted againſt ; but, 


* — 4 


to Heal free, the greateſt" Number be could Have left 
bed, as newer ſuſpetting it poffivle any wrong Inter- 


untouched, as never ſuſpefting 
pretations could. by made of them. 

"THE Author obſerves, at the End of the Book there 
is a Diſceurſe, called, A Fragment; ewhich be more 


' wondered to fee in Print, than all the re; having 
been a moſt imperfe& Sketch, with the Addition of a feur 
looſe Hints, which he once lent à Gentleman, who had 


defiened à Diſcaurſe of ſomewhat the ſame Subject ; he 
never thought of it afterwards, and it was a fuffic- 


ent Sarprize to ſee it pieced up together, wholly cut of 
the Method and Scheme he had intended; fer it 855 the 
F | | __ Grounds 


e +4 


4. Hi had, however, 4 


Ef Had the Publication 


„Atte tt 
172 cont STI) 4,592 1 


xi An A POLO GY; % 


Ceed of s aud leb Difenrfey an bv aver 
forry to obſerve the Materials fo foolifoly emplyed, 


7 HE RE is one farther Objection made by thoſe who” 
| have anſwered this Book, as well as by fome others, that” 
bi Peter is frequently made to repeat Oaths and * Z. 
_ wery Reader obſerves it was neceſſary to know that Peter 
1 did frewear and curſe. The Onths are not printed out, 
We. but only ſuppoſed ; and the Iiea of an Oath is not im- 
„ moral, like the Idea of a prophane or immodeſt Speech. 
| A Man may laugh at the Pepiſb Folly of curſing People to 
Hell, and imagine them fevearing without any Crime; 
| but liwod Words, or dangerous Opinions, though printed 
by halves, fill the Reader's Mind with ill Ideas; and of 
1 | theſe the Author cannot be accuſed. For the judicious 
Yb. Reader will find, that the ſevereſt Stole, of Satyr, in 
| his Book, are levelled againfl the modern Cuftom of em- 


3 pfloying Wit upon theſe Topics, of which there is à re- 
5 marlable Inſtance in the 111th Page, as well as in ſe. 
Mi eral others, though perhaps once or twice expreſſed in 

I - | too free @ Manner, excuſable only for the Reaſons already 

1 alledged. Some Owertures have been made by a third 
„ Hand to the Bookſeller. for the Author”s altering thiſe 
1 Paſſages which he thought might require it: Bat *# 


ſeems the Bookſeller will not hear of any ſuch Thing, 
being apprehenſive it might ſpoil the Sale of the Bout. 


. e 
* 
nis 
* 


THE Author cammot conclude this Apology, "vithout : 


4; making this one Refiedtion ; that, as Wit is the nobleft 
1 and moſt uſeful Gift of human Nature, fo Humour is 
4 the moſt agreeable ; and where theſe two enter far into 
1 the Compoſition of any Work, they will renden it always 
1 | acceptable to the World. Now, the great Part of thoſe 
{ 1 avho hawve no Share or Taſte of either, but by their Pride, 
14 Pedantry, and ill Manners, lay themſelves bare to the 
} Laſhes. of Buth, think the Blaw is weak, becauſe they. 
| 5 OY are 


lery, "tis but ca 


An Ar OL Od v. | * 


ars inſauſibls 3 and aubere Wit hath any Mixture of Nai. 
ing it Banter, and the Work is dime. This 
polite Word of theirs aua fr ſt borrowed from the Bullies 
in White-Fryars, thin Deer and at 
laſt retired to the Pedants, by whom it is applied as pro- 
perly to the Production of Wit, as if 1 ſhould apply it to 
Sir Iſaac Newton's Mathematics: But, if \this Banter- 


ing, as they. call it, be ſo deſpiſeable a Thing, whence 
comes it to paſs they have ſuch a. perpetual Itch towards 


it themſelves ] To inſtance only.in the Anſaverer, alrea- 


ay mentioned; it is grievous to fee him in ſome of hisWri- 
tings, at every Turn, going out of his Way to be waggi/h, 


to tell us of a Cow that prick'd up her Tail; and; in his 
Anſwer to this Diſcaurſe, he ſays, it is all a Farce and a 
Ladle; with. other Paſſages equally. ſhining. One may 
ſay of theſe. Impedimenta Literarum, that Wit owes 


them a Shame; and they cannot take wiſer Counſel, than © 


to keep out Harms Way, or at liaſt not to come till 


7 O\ conclude avith thoſe Allowances abavt-required, 


this. Rooks nad bu: e fer anbieh 1be- eee 
ceives, f Things avill. remain, which' may not bs . 


cuſed in a young Writer. He qurote only to the Men of 


Wit aud Taſte, - and be thinks. hz is not miſtaken in his 
Accounts, when. he ſays they have been all of his Side, 
enough to give him the V anity of telling his Name, 


"wherein the World, with all its wiſe Conjetures, is 


yet very much. in the Dark ; which Circumſtance is uo- 
diſagreeable . Amuſement, either to the Public or bim- 
THE Author is informed, that the Book ſeller has pre- 
wvail'd on ſeveral Gentlemen, tb write ſome explanatory 
Notes, for the Goodneſs of which he is not to anſwer, 
having never ſeen any of them, nor intends it, till 
they appear in Print, when it is not unlikely he ”o 

| LY 


* | Je «1 1 In Ar O1 Oo G v. 


bawde the Pleaſure to find twenty Meanings, which never 
entered into his Imagination. E 


June 3, 1709. 
POSTSCRIPT. 


8 IN CE theWriting of this, which was about a 
Year ago, a Proſtitute Book-ſeller hath publiſbed a 
foohiſ Paper, under the Name of Notes on the Tale of a 
Tub, with ſome Account of the Author ; and with an 
Tnſolence, wobich, I ſuppoſe, is puniſhable by Law, hath 
preſumed to aſſign certain Names. It will be enough 
for the Author to afſure the World, that the Writer of 
that Paper is utterly aurong in all his Conjectures upon that 
Affair, The Author farther offerts, that the whole 
Work is intirely of one Hand, which every Reader of 
Judgment will eaſily diſcover ; The Gentleman, who gave 
the Copy to the Book-ſeller, being a Friend of the Author, 
and ufing no other Liberties, befides that of expunging 
certain Paſſages, where now the Chaſms appear under 
the Name of Deſiderate. But, if any Perſon will prove 
his Claim to three Lines in the whole Book, let him ſtep 
forth, and tell his Name and Titles, upon which, | the 
|  Book-ſeller ſhall hade Orders to prefix them to the next 
Edition, and the Claimant fhall from henceforward, be 
acknowledged the undiſputed Autor. 
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CHO! the Author has written a large Dedi- 
cation, yet that Being addreſv'd to'a Prince, 
| = whom. I am never likely to have the Honour 
of being known to; a Perſon, beſides, as far as I 
can obſerve, not at all regarded; or thought on by 
any of our preſent Writers; and being wholly free 
from that Slavery, which Bookſellers uſually lie un- 
der, to the Caprices of Authors: I think it a wiſe 
Piece of Preſumption to inſcribe theſe Papers to your 
Lordſhip, and to implore your Lordſhip's Protection 
of them. God, and your Lordſhip; know their Faults, 
and their Merits; for, as to my own Particular, I 
am altogether a Stranger to the Matter ; and, though 
every Body elſe ſhould be equally ignorant, I do not 
fear the Sale of the Book, at all the worſe, upon 
that Score, "Your Lordſhip's Name on the ig 


* 


DEDICATION. 


in Capital Letters, will at any Time get off one E- 
dition: Neither would I deſire any other Help, to 
grow an Alderman, than a Patent for the ſole Privi- 
lege of Dedicating to your Lordſhip. 


I sH0vLD now, in Right of a Dedicator, give your 
Lordſhip a Liſt of your own Virtues, and, at the ſame 
Time, be very unwilling to offend your Modeſty ; 
but chiefly, I ſhould celebrate your Liberality towards 
Men of great Parts and ſmall Fortunes, and give 
you broad Hints, that I mean myſelf. And I was 
juſt eine on in the uſual Method, to peruſe a hun- 
dred or two of Dedications, and tranſcribe an Ab- 
ttraQ, to be applied to your Lordſhip ; but, I was 
diverted by a certain Accident: For, upon the Co- 
vers af theſe . I caſually.obſerved written in 
large Letters, the two following Wards, DETUR 
DIGNISSIMO ; which, for aught I knew, might 
contain ſome important Meaning. But, it unluckily 
tell out, that none of the Authors I employ underſtood 
Latin; (tho' J have them often in Pay, to tranſlate 
out of that Language) I was therefore compelled to 
have Recourſe to the Curate of our Pariſh, who Eng- 
liſhed it thus, Let it be given to the Wortbieſt: And 
his Comment was, that the Author meant his Work 
ſhould be Dedicated to the ſublimeſt Genius of the 
Age, for Wit, Learning, Judgment, Eloquence, and 
Wiſdom. I called at a Poets Chamber (who 
works for my Shop) in an Alley hard by, ſhewed 
him the Tranſlation, and deſired his Opinion, who 
it was that the Author could mean: He told me, af- 
ter ſome Conſideration, that Vanity was a Thing he 

abhorred ; but, by the Deſcription, he thought him- 
elf to be the Perſon aimed at; and, at the ſamg 
Time, he very kindly offered his own Aſſiſtance gra- 
in, towards penning a Dedication to himſelf. I 
denred him, however, to give a ſecond Gueſs ; why 
: then, 


De. 
then, ſaid he, it muſt be I, or my Lord Sommers. 
From thence I went to ſeveral other Wits of my Ac- 


quaintance, with no ſmall Hazard and Wearineſs 


to my Perſon, from a prodigious Number of dark, 
winding Stairs; but found them all in the ſame Sto- 
ry, both of your Lordſhip and themſelves. Now, 
your Lordſhip is to underſtand, that this Proceeding 
was not of my own Invention ; for, I have ſome- 


where heard, it is a Maxim, that thoſe, to whom e- 


very Body allows the ſecond Place, have an undoubt- 
ed Title to the firſt. | 2 5 


Tuts infallibly convinced me, that your Lordſhip 
was the Perſon intended by the Author. But, be- 
Ing very unacquainted in the Style and Form of De- 


dications, I employed thoſe Wits aforeſaid, to fur- 


niſh me with Hints and Materials, towards a Panegy- 
ric upon your Lordſhip's Virtues. | | 


Ix two Days they brought me ten Sheets of Paper, 
filled up on every Side. They ſwore to me, that 
they had ranſacked whatever could be found in the 


Characters of Socrates, Ariftides, Epaminondas, Cato, 


Tully, Atticus, and other hard Names, which I cannot | 


now recollect. However, I have Reaſon to believe, 
they impoſed upon my Ignorance, becauſe, when IL 
came to read over their Collections, there was not a 
Syllable there, but what I, and every Body elſe, knew 
as well as themſelves : Therefore, I grievouſſy ſuſpect 
a Cheat ; and; that theſe Authors + mine ſtole and 
tranſcribed every Word, from the univerſal Report 
of Mankind. So that I look upon myſelf, as fifty 
Shillings out of Pocket, to no Manner of Purpoſe. 


Ir, by altering the Title, I could make the ſame 

Materials ſerve for another Dedication (as my Bet- 

terz have done) it would help to make up my Loſs; 
| C 2 | 


but, 


A 
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DEDICATION. 


but, I have made ſeveral Perſons dip here and there in 
thoſe Papers, and, before they read three Lines, they 
have all aſſured me, plainly, that they cannot poſſibly 
be applied to any Perſon beſides your Lordſnip. 


I eExPECTED, indeed, to have heard of your Lord- 
ſhip's Bravery, at the Head of an Army; of your un- 
daunted Courage, in mounting a Breach, or ſcaling 
a Wall; or, to have had your Pedigree traced in a 
Lineal Deſcent from the Houſe of Auſiria; or, of your 
wonderful Talent at Dreſs and Dancing; or, your 
profound Knowledge in Algebra, Metaphyſics, and 
the Oriental Tongues. But to ply the World with 
an old beaten Story of your Wit, and Eloquence, and 
Learning, and Wiſdom, and Juſtice, and Politeneſs, 
and Candor, and Evenneſs of Temper in all Scenes of 
Life; of that great Diſcernment in Diſcovering, and 
Readineſs in Favouring deſerving Men; with forty 
other common Topics: I confeſs, I have neither 
Conſcience, nor Countenance to do it. Becauſe, 
there is no Virtue, either of a Public or Private Life, 
which ſome Circumſtances of your own have not 
often produced upon the Stage of the World; and 
thoſe few, which, for want of Occaſions to exert them, 
might otherwiſe have paſſed unſeen or unobſerved by 
your Friends, your Enemies have at length brought to 


Ir is true, I ſhould be very loth, the bright Ex- 
ample of your Lordſhip's Virtues ſhould be loft to Af- 
ter-Apes, both for their Sake and your own; but chief- 

I, becauſe they will be ſo very neceſlary to adorn 
the Hiſtory of a late Reign; and that is another Rea- 
ſon, why I would forbear to make a Recital of them 

there; becauſe,” I have been told by wiſe Men, that, 
as Dedications have run for ſome Years paſt, a good 


N . „ 
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DEDICATION. 


Hiſtorian will not be apt to have Recourſe thither, in 
Search of Characters. * 


TukRk is one Point, wherein I think we Dedica- 
tors would do well to change our Meaſures ; I mean, 
inſtead of running on ſo far, upon the Praiſe of our 
Patrons, Liberality, to ſpend a Word or two, in ad- 
miring their Patience. I can put no greater Compli- 
ment on your Lordſhip's, than by giving you ſo ample 
an Occaſion to. exerciſe it at preſent. Though, per- 
haps, I ſhall not be apt to reckon much Merit to your 
Lordſhip upon that Score, who having been former- 
ly uſed to tedious Harangues, and ſometimes to as 
little Purpoſe, will be the readier to pardon. this; eſ- 

ecially, when it is offered by one, who is with all. 
Reſpett and Veneration, I LENS 


5 My Lox D,. 
Your Lordſbip's moſt Obedient, 


ad moft Faithful Servant, 


le Bookſeller. - 


„„ 


The Bookſeller to the Reader. 


FT is now fix Years ſince theſe Papers came firſt to 
＋ my Hand, which ſeems to have been about a Tauelwe- 
month after they wwere writ ; For, the Author tells 
u in his Preface to the firſt Treatiſe, that he hath cal- 
culated it for the Year 1697, and in ſeveral Paſſages of 
that Diſcourſe, as well the ſecond, it appears, they 
Were written about that Time. 1 
AS to the Author, I can give no Manner of Satiſ- 
faction; however, I am credibly informed that this Pub- 
lication is without his Knowledge ; for he concludes the 
Copy is loft, hawing lent it to'a Perſon, ſince dead, and 
being never in Poſſeſſion of it after: So that, whether. 
the Work received his laſt Hand, or, whether he in- 
tended to fill up the defectiwe Places, is like to remain a 
Secret. | BIS | 
IF I fbruld go about to tell the Reader, by what Ae- 
cident I became Mafter of theſe Papers, it would, in 
this unbelieving Age, paſs for little more than the Cant, 
or Jargon of the Trade. I, therefore,-gladly ſpare both 
him and myſelf ſo unn:ceſſary a Trouble. There yet 
remains a difficult Queſtion, wwhy I publiſhed them no 
ſooner. I fortore upon two Accounts: Fir, becauſe I 
thought I had better Work upon my Hands; and Se- 
 condly, becauſe I was not without ſome Hope of bear- 
ing from the Author, and receiving his Directions. 
But, I have been lately alarmed with Intelligence of 
a ſurreptiticus Copy, which a certain great Wit had 
new poliſhed and refined, or as cur preſent Writers ex- 
preſs themſelves, fitted to the Humour of the Age; 
as they have already done, with great Felicity, to Don 
Quixot, Boccalini, la Bruyere, and other Authors. 
Inwewver, I thought it fairer Dealing, to offer the whole 
IWork in its Naturals. If any Gentleman will pleaſe 
to. furniſh me avith a Key, in order to explain the more 
cult Parts, I fpall very gratefully acknowledge the 
Favour, aid print it by itſelf. | a IM 
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EpisrL E DepicarTory, 
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II Royal Highneſs 


Prince Pos TERIT v. 


1 
HERE preſent Your Highneſs with the Fruits of 
a very few leiſure Hours, ſtolen from the ſhort 
Intervals of a World of Buſineſs, and of an Eni- 
7 % quite alien from ſuch Amuſements as this: 
The poor Production of that Refuſe of Time RS 
e : | Li 


% 


— 
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The Citation out of Irenæus in the Title-Page, auhich | 
ſeems to be all Gibberiſh, is a Form of Initiation uſed 
anciently by the Marcoſian Heretics. W. Wotton. 

It is the uſual Style of decryed Writers to appeal to 
Poſterity, who is here repreſented as a Prince in his 

1 LS Nonage, 


2 Dedication to 


has lain heavy upon my Hands, during a long Proros 
gation of Parliament, a great Dearth of Foreign News, 
and a tedious Fit of rainy Weather : For which, and 
other Reaſons, it cannot chuſe extreamly to deſerve 
{uch a Patronage as that of Your Highneſs, whoſe num- 
berleſs Virtues, in ſo few Years, make the World look 
upon You as the future Example to all Princes: For, 
although Your Highneſs is hardly got clear of Infancy, 
yet has the univerſal learned World already reſolved 
upon appealing to your future Dictates with the low- 
eſt and moſt reſigned Submiſſion ; Fate having decreed 
| You ſole Arbiter of the Productions of human Wit, 

in this polite and moſt accompliſhed Age. Methinks, 
the Number of Appellants were enough to ſhock and 
ſtartle any Judge of a Genius leſs unlimited than Yours : 
But, in order to prevent ſuch glorious Trials, the Per- 
fon (it ſeems) to whoſe Care the Education of Vous 


Highneſs is committed, has reſolved (as I am told) 


to keep you in almoſt an univerſal Ignorance of our 
Studies, which it is your inherent Birth- right to in- 
ſpect. | 
15 n 
Ir is amazing to me, that this Perſon ſhould ha 
Aſſurance in the Face of the Sun, to go about pe 
ſuading Your Higbneſs, that our Age is almoſt Wholl) 
illiterate, and has hardly produced one Writer upon. 
any Subject. I know very well, that when Your H. Yi 
neſs ſhall come to riper Years, and have gone thfough 
the Learning of Antiquity, you will be too curious to 


negle& enquiring into the Authors of the very-Age- - 
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Nonage, and Time as his Governor ; and the Author 
begins in @ Way «very frequent with him, by perſenating" 
other Writers, wwho ſometimes offer ſuch Reafurs and 
Excuſes for fubliſbing their Works, as they ought chiefly 
to conceal and Le af! amed Ta 
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before You: And to think that this Ixſolent, in the 
Account he is preparing for your View, deſigns to re- 
duce them to a Numbir ſo inſignificant as I am a- 
ſhamed to mention; it moves my Zeal and my Spleen 

for the Honour and Intereſt of our vaſt flouriſhing Bo- 
dy, as 'well as of myſelf, for whom I know by long 
Experience, he has profeſſed, and ſtill continues a pe- 
culiar Malice. | | 


Ix is not unlikely, that, when Your Highneſs will 
one Day peruſe what I am now writing, you may be 
ready to-expoſtulate with Your Governor upon the Cre- 
dit of what I here affirm, and command Him to ſhew 
You ſome” of our Productions. To which he will an- 
ſwer, (for J am well informed of his Deſigns) by aſk- 
ing Tour Highneſs, where they are? and what is become 
of them? and pretend it a Demonſtration that there ne- 
ver were any, becauſe they are not then to be found: 
Not to be found! Who has miſlaid them? Are they ſunk 
in the Abyſs of Things? It is certain, that in their own 
Nature they were light enough to ſwim upon the Sur- 
face for all Eternity. Therefore the Fault is in him, 
who tied Weights ſo heavy to their Heels, as to de- 
preſs them to the Center. Is their very Eſſence de- 
ſtroyed? Who has annihilated them; were they drown- 
ed by Purges, or martyred by Pipes? Who adminif- 
tred them to the Poſteriors of——— ? But that it 
may no longer be a Doubt with Your Highneſs, who 


is to be the Author of this univerſal Ruin; I beſeech 


You to obſerve that large and terrible Scyzhe which 
Your Governor affects to bear continually about him. 
Be pleaſed to remark the Length and Strength, the 
Sharpneſs and Hardneſs of his Naz/s and Teeth : 
Conſider. his baneful abominable Breath, Enemy to 
Life and Matter, infectious and corrupting : And then 
reflect whether it be poſſible for any mortal mw and 
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Paper of this Generation to make a ſuitable Reſiſtance. 
Oh! that Your Highne/i would one Day reſolve to diſ- 
arm his Uſurping * Maitre du Palais, of his furious 
Engines, and bring Your Empire f hors de Page. 


Ir were endleſs to recount the ſeveral Methods 
of Tyranny and Deſtruction, which Your Gevernor is 
pleaſed to practiſe upon this Occafion. His inveterate 
Malice is ſuch to the Writings of our Age, that of 


ſeveral Thouſands produced Yearly from this renowned 


City, before the next Revolution of the Sun, there 1 
0 


not one to be heard of: Unhappy Infants, many 


them barbarouſly deſtroyed, before they have ſo much 
as learnt their Mother Tongue to beg for Pity. Some 
he ſtifles in their Cradles, others he frights into Con- 
valſions, whereof they ſuddenly die: Some he flays 
alive, others he tears Limb from Limb. Great Num- 
bers are offered to Moloch, and the reſt, tainted by 
his Breath, die of a languiſhing Conſumption, 5 


Bor the Concern I have moſt at Heart, is for our 
Corporation of Poets, from whom I am preparing a 
Petition to Your Highneſs, to be ſubſcribed with the 
Names of one hundred thirty-ſix of the firſt Rate, but 
whoſe immortal Productions are never likely to reach 
your Eyes, though each of them is now an humble 


and an earneft Appellant for the Laurel, and has 


large comely Volumes ready to ſhew for a Support 
to his Pretenſions. The newer- dying Works of theſe 
illuſtrious Perſons, your Governor, Sir, has devoted to 


unavoidable Death ; and Your Highneſs is to be made 


believe, that our Age has never arrived at the Ho- 
nour to produce one ſingle Poet. 
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We confeſs Immortality to be a great and power- 
ful Goddeſs, but in vain we offer up to her our De- 
votions and our Sacrifices, if Your Highneſs's Governor, 
who has uſurped the Prieſthood, __ by an unparal- 
lſeled Ambition and Avarice, wholly intercept and de- 
vour them. 


To aflirm that our Age is altogether unlearned, and 
devoid of Writers in any Kind, ſeems to be an Aſſer- 
tion ſo bold and ſo falſe, that 1 have been ſometime 
thinking, the Contrary: may almoſt be proved by un- 


controulable Demonſtration. It is true, indeed, that 


although their Numbers be vaſt, and their Productions 
numerous in Proportion, yet are they hurried ſo haſ- 
tily off the Scene, that they eſcape our Memory, and 
delude our Sight. When 1 firſt thought of this Ad- 
dreſs, I had prepared a copious Laſt of Titles to pre- 
ſent Tour Highneſs, as an undiſputed Fu rae for what 
I afirm, The Originals were poſted freſh upon all 
Gates and Corners of Streets; but, returning in a very 
few Hours to take a Review, they were all torn down, 
and freſh ones in their Places: enquired after them 
among Readers and Bookſellers, but I enquired in 
vain, the Memorial of them was loft among Men, their 
Place was.no more ts be found ; And I was laughed to 
Scorn, for a Clan and a Pedant,. without all Taſte 
and Refinement, little verſed in the Courſe of preſent 
Affairs, and that knew nothing of what had paſſed in 
the beſt Companies of Court and Town. So that I 
can only avow in general to Your Highneſs, that we 
do abound in Learning and Wit; but to fix upon Par- 
ticulars, is a Taſk too ſlippery for my ſlender Abili- 
ties. If 1 ſhould venture, in a windy Day, to affirm 
to Your Highneſs, that there is a large Cloud near the 
Horizon in the Form of a Bear, another in the Ze- 
nith with the Head of an Al, a third to en 
| | ward 
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ward with Claws like a Dragon; and Your Hi. nf 
fhould in a few Minutes think fit to examine the Tru Y 
it is certain, they would all be changed in Figure and 
Pofition, new ones would ariſe, and all we could a- 
2 upon would be, that Clouds there were, but that 

was groſly miſtaken in the Zoography and Topogra- 

phy of them. b e RT 


Bor your Governor, perhaps, may ſtill inſiſt, and 

the Queſtion : What is then become of thoſe im- 
menſe Bales of Paper, which muſt needs have been 
employed in ſuch Numbers of Books? Can theſe alſo 


be wholly annihilate, and ſo of a ſudden as I pretend? 


What ſhall I ſay in Return of ſo invidious an Objecti- 
on? It ill befits the Diſtance between Your Highneſs 
and Me, to ſend you for ocular Conviction to a Fakes, 
or an Oven; to the Windows of a Baway-Hou/ſe, or 
to a ſordid Lanthorn. Books, like Men their Authors, 
have no more than one Way of coming into the World, 
but there are ten Thouſand to go out of it, and return 
no more. t aigns hoo 4 


-T PROFEss to Nour Highneſs, in the Integrity of 
my Heart, that what I am going to ſay is literally 
true this Minute I am writing: What Revolutions 
may happen before it*fhall be ready for your Peruſal, 
J can by no Means warrant: However, I beg You 
to accept it as a Specimen of our Learning, our Po- 
liteneſs, and our Wit, I do therefore affirm upon the 
Word of a ſincere Man, that there is now actually in 
being a certain Poet, called John Dryden, whoſe Tranf- 
lation of Virgil was lately printed in a large Folio, 
well bound, and if diligent Search were made, for aught 


I know, is yet to.be ſeen. There is another, called 
 Nahum Tate, who is ready to make Oath that he has 


cauſed many Reams of Verſe to be publiſhed, where- 
of both himfelf and his. Bookſeller (if lawfully re- 


Prince POSTERITY. ” 
quired) can ſtill produce authentic Copies, and there- 


ore wonders why the World is pleaſed to make ſuch 
a Secret of it. There is a third, known by the Name 
of Tom Durfey, a Poet of a vaſt Comprehenſion, an 
univerſal Genius, and moſt profound Learning. There 
are alſo one Mr. Rymer, and one Mr. Dennis, moſt 


profound Critics, There is a Perſon ſtyled Dr. B--z/--y, 
who has written near a thouſand Pages of immenſe E. 


rudition, giving a full and true Account of a certain 
Squabble of wonderful Importance between himſelf 


and a Bookſeller : He is a Writer of infinite Wit and 
Humour; no Man rallies with a better Grace, and 


in more ſprightly Turns. Farther I avow to Your 


Highneſs, that with theſe Eyes I have beheld the Per- 


ſon of William W—tt—n, B. D. who has written 
a good ſizeable Volume 1 a Friend of your. Go- 
vernor (from whom, alas 

little favour) in a moſt gentlemanly Stile, adorned 


with the utmoſt Politeneſs and Civility ; replete with 
\ Diſcoveries, equally valuable for their Novelty and 


Uſe; and embelliſhed with Traits of Wit ſo poignant 
and ſo appoſite, that he is a warthy Yokemate to his 
fore-mentioned Friend. 


£0 
Way ſhould I go upon farther Particulars, which 


might fill a Volume with the juſt Elogies of my con- 


temporary Brethren ? I ſhall bequeath this Piece of 


Juſtice to a larger Work ; wherein T intend to write 


a Character of the preſent Set of Vits in our Nation: 


Their Perſons I ſhall deſcribe particularly, and at 
Length, their Genius and Underſtandings in Mzgna- 


Jure. a 


Ix the mean Time, I do here make bold to pre- 
ſent Your Highneſs with a faithful Abſtract drawn from 
the Univerſal Body of all Arts and Sciences, intend- 
ed wholly for your Service and Inſtruction? Ir 4 

| | ouvdt 
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i J doubt in the leaſt, .but Nour Highneſs. will peruſe 
i it as carefully, and make as conſiderable Tmprove- 
: ments, as other young Princes have already done by 
the many Volumes of late Years written for a Help to 
their Studies. | 


* 


" # 


[ Tar Your Highneſs may advance in Wiſdom and 
i Virtue, as well as Years, and at laſt out-ſhine all your 
i Royal Anceſtors, ſhall be the daily Prayer of, 
e 
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HE Wits of the preſent Age being ſo very nu- 

merous and penetrating, it ſeems, the Gran- 
dees of Church and State begin to fall under horrible 
Apprehenſions, leſt theſe Gentlemen, during the In- 
tervals of a long Peace, ſhould find Leiſure to pick 
Holes in the weak Sides of Religion and Govern- 
ment. 'To prevent which, there has been much 
Thought employed of late upon certain Projects for 
taking off the Force and E ge of thoſe formidable 
Enquirers, from canvaſing and reaſoning upon ſuch 
delicate Points. They have at length fixed upon one, 
which will require ſome Time as well as Coſt to per- 
fect. Mean while the Danger hourly encreaſing, by 
new Levies of Wits all appointed (as there is Reaſon 
to fear) with Pen, Ink, and Paper, which may at an 
Hour's Warning be drawn out into Pamphlets, and 


other offenſive Weapons, ready for immediate Exe- 


cution : It was judged of abſolute Neceſſity, that ſome 
preſent Expedient be thought on, till the main De- 
ſign can be brought to Maturity, To this End, at a 
8 Committee, ſome Days ago, this important 

iſcovery was made by a certain curious and refi- 
ned Obſerver: That Seamen have a Cuſtom, when 
they meet a Whale, to fling him out an empty Tub 
by way of Amuſement, to divert him from laying 


violent Hands upon the Ship, This Parable was im- 


| mediately 
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mediately mythologiſed: The hole was interpret- 
ed to be Hobbes's Lewiathan, which toſſes and plays 
with all Schemes of Religion and Government, where- 
of a great many are hollow, and dry, ang empty, 
and noiſy, and wooden, and given to Rotation: This 
is the Leviathan from whence the terrible Wits of: 
our Age are ſaid to borrow their Weapons. Ihe 
Ship in Danger, is eaſily ; underſtood to he its b1d 
Antitype the Commuttwealth, But, how to analyſe 
the Tub, was a Matter of Difficulty: When, after 


Jong Enquiry and Debate, the literal 'Meaning was 


preſerved ; and it was decreed, that in order to pre- 
vent theſe Leviathans from toſſing and ſporting with 
the Commonwealth (Which of itſelf is too apt to fudlu- 
ate) they ſhould be diverted from that Game by a 
Tale of a Tub. And, my Genius being conceived to 


lie not unhappily that Way, I had the Honour done 


me to be engaged in the Performance. 


Tunis is the ſole Deſign in publiſhing the following 
Treatiſe, which I hope will ſerve for an Interim of 
ſome Months to employ thoſe unquiet Spirits, until 
the perfecting of that great Work: Into the Secret of 
which, it is reaſonable the courteous Reader ſhould 


have ſome little Light. 
Ir is intended that a large Academy be erected, 


capable of containing nine thouſand ſeven hundred 
forty and three Perſons: Which by modeſt Compu- 
tation is reckoned to be pretty near the current Num- 
ber of Mits in this Iſland. Theſe are to be diſpo- 
ſed in:o the ſeveral Schools of this Academy, and 


there purſue thoſe Studies to which their Genius moſt 


inclines them. The Undertaker himſelf will publiſh 
his Propoſals with all convenient Speed, to which 1 
ſhall refer the curious Reader for a more particular 
Account, mentioning at preſent only a few of the 
| principal. 
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2 Schools: There is, firſt, a large Pederaſtic 
chool, with French and Halian Maſters. There is, 
alſo, the Spelling School, z very ſpacious Building: 
The School of Looking-Glafſes ; The School of Savear- 
ing: The School of Critics: The School of Saliva- 
tion: The School of Hobby-Hor/es: The School of 
Poetry: The School of Tops : The School of Spleen : 
The School of Gaming: With many others, too tedi- 
ous to recount. No Perſon to be admitted Member 
into any of theſe Schools, without an Atteſtation un- 
on two ſufficient Perſons Hands, certifying him to 
be a Wt. | | l 8 | 


Zur, to return: I am ſufficiently inſtructed in 
the rv Duty of a Preface, if my Genius were 
capable of arriving at it. Thrice have I forced my 
Imagination to make the Tour of my Invention, and 
thrice it has returned empty; the Latter having been 
wholly drained by the following Treatiſe. Not ſo, 
my more: ſucceſsful Brethren, the Moderns, who will 
by no means let ſlip a Preface or Dedication, without 
ſome notable | diſtinguiſhing. Stroke, to furprize the 
Reader at the Entry, and kindle a wonderful Expecta- 
tion of what is to enſue. Such was that of a moſt in- 
genious Poet, who, ſolliciting his Brain for ſomething 
new, compared himſelf to the Hangman, and his Pa- 
tron to the Patient: This was + Anſigne, recent, in- 
dictum ore alio. When I went through that neceſſary 


ä 
* 


* I think the Author ſhould have omitted, it 
being of the very ſame Nature with the School of 
Hobby-Horlſes, one may venture to cenſure one who 
11 ſo ſevere a Cenſurer of others, perhaps with too little 
«c 


+ Hor. Something extraordinary new, and never hit 
FA 5 w 


today, or faſiing,” or in this Place, or at eight à Cloc 
or over a Bottle, or pte by My. Whatd'y call'm, or 


11 Ve PREFACE: 
and noble * Courſe of Study, I had the Happin 
to obſerve many ſuch egregious Touches, whi 


Modern Piece of Wit, which is apt to ſuffer ſo much 
in the Carriage. Some Things are extreamly wh 


* 


in a Summers Morning. Any of the which, by the 
ſmalleſt Tranſpoſal or Miſapplication, is utterly an- 


nihilate. Thus, Vit has its Walks and Purlieus, out 


of which it may not ſtray the Breadth of an Hair, 
upqn Peril of being loft. The Mogerns have artfully 
fixed this Mercury, and reduced it to the Circum- 
ſtances of Time, Place, and Perſon, Such a Jelt there 
is, that will not paſs out of Cowent- Garden; and ſuch 


a one, that is no where intelligible but at Hydz-Park 


Corner. Now, though it ſometimes tenderly affects 


me to conſider, that all the towardly Paſſages 1 ſhall 


deliver, in the following Treatiſe, will grow quite out 
of Date and Reliſh with the firſt Shifting of the preſent 
Scene; yet I muſt needs ſubſcribe to the Juſtice. of 
this Proceeding ; becauſe, I cannot imagine why we 
ſhould be at Expence to furniſh Wit for ſucceeding 
Ages, when the Former have made no Sort of Pro- 
iſo for ours? Wherein I ſpeak the Sentiment of 


the very neweſt, and conſequently the moſt Ortho- 


dox Refiners, as well as my own. However, being 


extreamly ſollicitous, that every accompliſhed Perſon 


who has got into the Taſte of Wit, calculated for 


this preſent Month of Auguſt 1697, ſhould deſcend 


to the very Bottom of all the Sublime throughout this 


Treatiſe ; I hold fit to lay down this general Maxim: 


- 1 1 
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Whatever Reader deſires to have a thorough Com- 
prehenſion of an Author's Thoughts, cannot take a 

er Method, than by putting himſelf into the Cir- 
cumſtances and Poſtures of Life, that the Writer was 
in upon every important Paſſage, as it flowed from 
his Pen; for this will introduce a Parity and ſtrict 
Correſpondence of Ideas between the Reader and the 
Author. Now, to affift the diligent Reader in fo de- 
licate an Affair, as far as Brevity. will permit, I have 
recolleted, that the ſhrewdeſt Pieces of this Treatiſe 


were conceived in Bed, in a Garret : At other Times, 


(for a 1 N beſt known. + myſelf) T.chought fit to 
ſharpen my Invention with Hunger; and in general, 
the 4 "Work was begun, continued, — er 
under a long Courſe of Phyſic, and a great Want o 

Mon y. Now, 4 do affirm, it will be abſolutely im- 
poſſible for the candid Peruſer to go along with me in 
a great many bright Paſſages, unleſs, upon the ſeveral 


Difficulties „ he will pleaſe to capacitate and 


Prepare himſelf by theſe Directions. And this I lay 


Ras doug ark. wa 


Becavse I have profeſſed to be a moſt devoted 
Servant. of all Modern Forms, I apprehend ſome cu- 
rious Mit may object againſt me, for proceeding thus 
far in a Prefaee, without declaimang according to the 
Cuſtom, againſt the Multitnde of Writers, whereof 
the whole Multitude of Writers moſt reaſonably com- 
plains. I am juſt come from peruſing ſome Hun- 
dreds of Prefaces, wherein the Authors do, at the ve 
Beginning, addreſs the gentle Reader concerning thus 
enormous Grievance. - Of theſe 1 have preſerved a 
few Examples, and: ſhall ſet them down as near as 
my Memory has been able to retain, them. 
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Now, I have two Words i in my own. rs] 
againſt this Objection. Firſt, Lam far from rant: 
ing the Numb of Writers a Nuiſance to our Nation, 
having ſtrenuouſſy maintained the Contrary in ſeveral 
Parts of the following Diſcourſe. Secondly, Ido not 
well underſtand the Juſtice of this Proceeding, - becauſe 
J obſerve many of theſe polite Prefaces, to be. not 
only from the ſame Hand, but from thoſe Who are 
moſt voluminous in their ſeveral Productions. * pon 
which, I ſhall tell the Reader a ſhort Tale: $1 dich 402 


A Mountebank, in Leicefter- F zelda, bad 1 a lane. 


embly about him. Among the reſt; a fat umweil 
SY ; Fell, 


* 


underſtood, it ſhall 
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Fellow, half flifled in the Preſi, æuould be every Fit 
crying out, Lord] what a filthy Croud is here ? Pray, 
good People, give way a little, Bleſs ne what a De- 
wil has raked this le togetber: 2 — di, what 
Squeezing is this! Hon Friend, remove your Elbow. 
At laft, a Weaver that flood next him could hold no 
longer: A Plague confound you (ſaid he) for an ober- 
grown Slowen ; and who (in the Devil's Name) I auon- 
der, . to make up the Croud half ſo much as your- 
felf ? Don't you confider "(with a Pox) that you tale 
7 more Room with that Carcaſs that any froe here ? 
[s not the Place as fit for us as for you? Bring your 
own Guts to a reaſonable Compaſs (and be d— 4 
_ 22 Tl engage we fall have Room enough for 


Turax are certain common Privileges of a Wri- 
ter, the Benefit whereof, I hope, there will be no 
Reaſon to doubt; particularly, that where I am not 

| 25 le that ſomething very 
uſeful and profound is couched underneath: And a- 
gain, that whatever Word or Sentence is printed in 
a different Character, ſhall be judged to contain ſome- 
thing extraordinary either of Mit or Sublime, © 


As for the Liberty I have thought fit to take of 
praiſing myſelf, upon ſome Occaſions'or none ; I am 
ſure it will need no Excuſe, if a Multitude of great 
Examples be allowed ſufficient Authority : For it is 
here to be noted, that Praiſe was originally a Penſion 
pu by the World; but the Moderns, finding the 
Trouble and Charge too great in collecting it, have 
lately brought out the Fee-Simple ; ſince which Time, 
the Right of Preſentation is wholly in ourſelves, 
For this Reaſon it is, that, when an Author makes his 
own Elogy, he uſes a certain Form to declare and 


miſt upon his Title, which is commonly in theſe or 
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the like Words, I ſpeak without Vanity; which 1 
ink plainly ſhews it to be a Matter of Right and 
uſtice.-.. Now, I da; here once for all declare, that 
in every Encounter of this Nature, thröugh the fol- 
lowing Treatiſe, the Fornt a fureſaid is implied; which 
1 mention, to ſave che Trouble of repeating it on fo 
Many Occaſions. g 01 chung 3002 10? neg. 1 
SINE eee ee e enn d tit 5 
Ix is a great Eaſe to my Conſcience, that I have 
writ ſo elaborate and uſeful a Diſcourſe without one 
Grain of Satyr intermixed; which is the ſole Point 
wherein I have taken Leave. to diſſent from the famous 
Originals of our Age and Country. J have obſerved 
ſome Satyritts to uſe the Public much at the Rate 
that Pedants do a naughty Boy ready horſed for Diſ- 
cipline: Firſt, expoſtulate the Caſe, then plead the 
Neceſſity of the Rod, from. great Provocations, and 
conclude every Period with a Laſh. Now; if I Know 
any thing of Mankind, cheſe Gentlemen might very 
well ſpare their Reproof and Cortection: For there 
is not, through all Nature, another ſo callous and 
inſenſible a Member as the H#orlds.;Po/itruorss! whe: 
ther you apply it to the Tre or the Birch. e 95 
moſt of our late Saty riſts ſeem to lie under a 8 ort of 
- Miſtake, that, becauſe Netzles have the Prerogative to 
ſing, therefore all arher Weeds" muſte de ſo tog. I 
detract from :theſe worthy Writers 2 For it is well 
known among - Mytbo/agifts,-that Heads have che Fre- 
heminence over all other Vegetables; and therefore 
the firſt Mouarch of this Iſland, .whoſe. I aſte and 

Judgment were ſo acute and, refined, did yery-waſel 
root out che Rojes from the Collar af the Orier, and 
of the two. For which Reaſon it is conject iured, by 
profounder Antiquaries, that Wann Itch, ſa 
5 ie it 2110 aid Vai preva- 
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prevalent i in this Part of our Iſland, was firſt brou ght 
among us from beyond the Taveed. - Here may it 155 
flouriſh and abound ? May it ſurvive and neglect the 


Scorn of the World, wich as much Raſe and Contempt, 


as the World is inſenſible to the Laſhes of it. Ma) 
their own Dulneſs, *orthat:of their Patty, be no Dif. 
couragement for the Authors to proceed ij but ler them 
remember, it is with Wits as with Razors, which are 
never ſo apt to rut toſe they are employed on, as when 
they have % ther Ruge Beſides thoſe; whoſe Teeth 

are too rotten to bite are beſt; of all o ard, hn mr 


to o revenge that Defect with 1 their Breath. 


777 e 4 392 Ti 


IAM not like other Men, to atk or bender the 
Talents J eannot reach; for Which Reaſon, I muſt needs 
bear a true Honour to this large eminent Sect of our 
Britiſh Writers. And T hope, this little Panegyric will 
not he offenſtve to their Ears; ſince it has the Advan- 
tage of being only deſigned for themſelves. Indeed, 
Nature herſelf has taken Order, that Fame and Honour 
ſhould he purchaſed at a better Penny. worth by Satyr. 


than yay y\otherProduQtons' of the Brain, hs World 
bein 


oneſt provoked to Praiſe by Laſhes, as Men are 
to Bs There is a Problem in an ancient Author, 


why Dedications, and other Bundles of Flattery, run 


all 2225 Rale muſty Topics, without the ſmalleſt Tinc. 
ture of any ching Neo; not only to the Torment and 


Nauſeating of the Chriſtian Reader, but if (not ſuddenly 


=vented) to the univerſal-S preading of that peſtilent 
eaſe, the Lethargy, in this land: Whereas, there 


is very Bitle Satyr, which has not ſomething in it un- 


touched before. The Defects of the Former are uſually 
imputed to the Want of Invention among thoſe who 
are Dealers in that Kind: But, I think, with a great 
Deal of Injuſtice; the Solution being eat) and natural. 
For, the Materials of Panegyric, being very few in 
Number, have been * ſince exhauſted : For, as 
D 4 2 Health 


Health is bats one Thing, 26d has been * che ſame, 
whereas Diſcaſes are by Thouſands, beſides new-and 
Jail y Additions; fo, all the Virtues that have been ever 
in Mankind, are to be counted upon à few Ft ers 
but his F piles and Vices are innnmerable, and Time 
adds hourly to the Heap. Now the utmoſt a poor Poet 
can do, is to get by heart a Liſt of the Cardi al Vir- 
tues, and deal them with his utmoſt Liberality to 45 
Hero or his Patron: He may ring the Changes as far 
as it will go, and vary his Phra till he has talked 
round: But the Reader quickly finds it is all? Fort, 
1 a little Variety of Sante, or there j is no invent - 
g Terms of Art Kr pur dd 3 and, when pur. 
| 25 are ee inden af An; ruſt be fo too. 90 
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ſince every paar peri wakes ol = = 

it of others, and very witely. ores by panic 

Part of the Burthen 8 Shoulders. the Var, 
which are broad mood and able to bear it.;Toythis: 
Purpoſe, I haye ſometimes reflected. er Hie 
rence between Athens and E England, wit RAR 
Point before us. In che + Aerie. Commogwgalch, 
was the Privilege and Birth right of every Citizen and 
Poet, to rail 104. and in Public, or td eꝝpoſe u N 
the Stage, by Name, any Perſon they pleaſed, tho o 
the greateft Figure, v. hether a Cron, an Hyperbalus, an 
Alcibiades, or à — But, on ; the PS BE, 


8 Plutarch. N Vid. am. 
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the leaſt refledting Word ke fall againſt the People i in ge- 


neral, was immediately caught up, and revenged upon 
the Authors; however conſi able far. their Quality ar 
their Metits Whereas, in Eng/ang,'it is juſt the reverſe 
of all this. Here, ou may ſecurely diſplay your utmoſt 
Rhetoric: againſt Mankind; in the Face of the World; 
tell them) d That all are gone afray ; That there is 
none that doth. good; no, not ame; That aue liue in the 
any Dreg - of Iim; That Knawvery am Atheiſm are 
Epidentic at the Pox::\ That Honęſiy is fied with AC. - 
« trza;” with any other common Places, equally 
new and eloquent, which are furniſned by the * Splen- 
dida bilit. And when you have done, the whole Audi- 
ence, far from being offended; ſhall return you Thanks, 
as a Deliverer am precious and uſeful Truths. Nay, far- 
ther, it is but to venture your Lungs, and you may 
preach in / Coin Garden -againſt Foppery and Forni- 
— — ej: - (Againſt Pride, and Diſſimu- 
lation, See, at White Balls You may expoſe 
Rapine and Inzuſtioe in the Inns of Cauris Chapel: 


— 3 ade be as fierce as you. / againſt 
y and Extortion- Iis but a Bal! 


— 3 4 and every Man e Raclet 
OUS to firike-itifrom binnſelf, among the reſt of 
dee e ray Ape Whoever ſhould 
ar ety af Things ſo far, as to re 
a inge Plit in public ho ue a one ſtarved 
Fleet, and half poiſoned the ref}: How, ſucb a one, from 
a true Principle of Laus and. Honour, pays no Debts 
but for Mel, and Play; How ſuch u one has got a 
Clap, and runs out of Eftate: How Paris, bribed 
by Ta et TRA, loch to" unden either 1 50 ſlept 
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out the whole Cauſe on the Bench: Or, how fich an 
Orator makes long Speeches in the Senate with much 


Thought, little Senſe, and to no:Purpoſe ; whoever, 


I fay, ſhould venture to be thus particular, muſt expect 
to be impriſoned for Scandalum Magnatum ; to have 
Challenges ſent him; to be ſued for Defamation, and 
to be brought before the Bar of the Houſe, © © 
Bur i forget that I am expatiating on a Subject 
wherein I have no Concern, having neither a Talent 
nor an Inclination for Satyr! On the other Side, I am 
ſo intirely ſatisfied with the whole preſent Procedure 
of human Things, that I have been ſome Years pre- 
paring Materials towards A Panegyric upon the World ; 
to which I intended to add a Second Part, entitled, 4 
Modeſt Defence of the Proceedings of the Rabble in all 
Ages. Both theſe I had "Thoughts to publiſh, by Way 
of Appendix to the following Treatiſe ; but, "finding 
my Common-Place-Book fill much flower than I hi 
Reaſon to expect, 1 have choſen to defer them to ano- 
ther Occaſion. Beſides, I have been unhappily prevent- 
ed in that Deſign, hy a certain Domeſtic Misfortune, 
in the Particulars-whereof, tho' it would be very ſea- 
ſonable, and much in the Modern Way, to inform the 
gentle Reader, and would alſo be of great Aſſiſtance 
towards extending this Preface into the Size now in 
Vogue, which, by Rule, ought to be large, in Pro- 
portion, as the übergebe e is ſmall; yet I ſhall 
now diſmiſs our impatient Reader from any farther 
Attendance at the Porch; and, having duly prepared 
his Mind by a Preliminary: Diſcourſe, ſhall gladly in- 
troduce him to the ſublime Myſteries chat eh | 


1 


powerful Bribes ta @ Judge, if Scandal ſay; cus: I re- 
member ſurb Reflections «ere caft-abaut that Time, but I 
cannot fr the Perſon ia ended here. e 
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[ns Crowd, muſt preſs, and 
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indefatiga ble Pains, till he has exalt- 
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Now in all Aſſemblies, touch you 3 
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22 INTRODUCTION. 
them ever ſo cloſe, we may obſerve this peculiar 


but how-to reach it is the difficult Point; it being as 
hard to get quit of Number, as of Hell. 8 


Property, That over their Heads there is Room — 


* Evadere ad auras, 


Hoc opus, hic labor eff. 


To. this End, the Philoſopher's Way in all Ages 
has been, by erecting certain Edifices in the Air; but, 
whatever Practice and-Reputation theſe Kind-of Struc- 
tures have formerly poſſeſſed, or may full continue 
in, not excepting even that of Socrates, when he was 
ſuſpended in a Baſket tg. help Contemplation ; I think, 
with due Submiſſion, they ſeem to labour under two 


Inconveniences. Firſt, That the Foundations being 


laid tao high, they have been often out of Sight, 
and ever out of CAS = 6 Secondly, That the Mate: 
rials, being very tranſitory, have ſuffered much fram 
Inclemencies of Air, eſpecially in theſe North-Weſt 
Regions. 1 OY ; 


TukRETOxx, towards the juſt Performance of this 
great Work, there remain but three Methods that I 
can think on; whexeof the Wiſdom of our Anceſtors 
being highly ſenſible, has, to encourage all aſpiring 
Adventurers,. thought fit ta erect three wooden Ma- 
chines, for the Uſe of thofe Orators who defire to talk 
much without Interruption. Theſe are, the Pulpit, 
the Lauer, and. the Stage-Ainerant. For: as to the 
Bar, though it be compounded of the ede 


ad deſigned for the ſame Uſe, it cannot, h ven be 
41 88 *. 1 1 r x 4 | 4 FOR. Ry. ö 
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— 5 * N to veturh, And view the cheerful Sties ; 
ant In this the Taſe and mighty Labour lies, 


well 
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well allowed the Honour of a fourth, by Reaſon of 
its level or inferior Situation, expoſing it to perpetual 
Interruption from Collaterals. Neither can the 
Bench itſelf, though raiſed to a proper Eminency, put in 
a better Claim, whatever its Advocates inſiſt on. For, 
if they pleaſe to look into the original Deſign of its 
Erection, and the Circumſtances or Adjuncts ſubſer- 
vient to that Deſign, they will ſoon acknowledge the 
preſent Practice exactly ie eg to the Primi- 
tive Inſtitution, and both to anſwer the Etymology 
of the Name, which, in the Phenician Tongue, is a 
Word of great Signification, importing, if literally 
interpreted, The Place of Sleep ; but in common Ac- 
ceptation, 4 Seat well bolſtered and cuſhioned, for the 
Repoſe of old and gouty Limbs : Senes ut in otia tuta re- 
cedant. Fortune being indebted to them this Part of 
Retaliation, that, as formerly, they have long Talked, 
whilſt others Slept, ſo now they may Sleep as long, 
whilſt others Talk, „ 


Bor if no other Argument could occur to exclude 
the Bench and the Bar from the Liſt of Oratorial Ma- 
chines, it were ſufficient, that the Admiſſion of them 
would overthrow a Number which I was refolved to 


eſtabliſh, whatever Argument it might coſt me; in 


Imitation of that prudent Method obſerved by many 
other Philoſophers and great Clerks, whoſe chief Art, 
| Pos boon to grow. fond 'of ſome proper 
myſtical Number, Which their Imaginations have 
rendered Sacred, to a Degree, that they force com- 
mon Reaſon to find Room fot Re Part of Na- 
ture; reducing, including, and adjuſting every Genius 
and Species, within that Compaſs, by coupling ſome 
againſt their Wills, and baniſhing others at any Rate. 


Now, among all the reſt, the ptofound Number 
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THREE is that which hath moſt employed my 
ſublimeſt Speculations, nor ever without wonde 
Delight. There is now in the Preſs {and will be pub. 
iſhed next Term) a Panegyrical Eflay of mine upon 
this Number, wherein I have, by moſt convinciu 
Proofs, not only reduced the Sex/es and the Elements 
under its Banner, but brought over ſeveral Deſerters 
from its two great Rivals, SEY EN and NINE. 


Now, the firſt of theſe Oratoriat Machines, in 
Place as well as Dignity, is the Pulpit. Of Pulpits, 
there are, in this Ifland, ſeveral Sorts; but I eſteem 
only that made of Timber from the Sy Caledonia, 
which agrees very well with our Climate. If it be 
upon its Decay, it is the better, both for Conveyance 

of Sound, and for other Reaſons to be mentioned by 
and by. The Degree of Perfection in Shape and 

Size, I take to confiſt in being extreamly narrow, 

with little Ornament, and beſt of all without a Co. 

ver (for, by antient Rule, it ought to be the only 
uncovered Je in every Aſſembly where it is right- 
fully uſed) by which Means, from its near Relem- 
blance to a Pillory, it will ever have a mighty In- 
Auence on human Ears, | go | 


Or Ladders I need ſay nothing: It is obſerved by 
N themſelves, to the Honour of our Coun- 
WO. try, that we excel all Nations in our Practice and 
iy Underſtanding of this Machine. The aſcending O- 
rators do not only oblige their Audience in the a- 
greeable Delivery, but the whole World in their 
early Publication of theſe Speeches; which I look 
upon as the choiceſt Treaſury of our Britif Elo- 
quence, and whereof, I am informed, that worthy Ci- 
t1zen and Bookſeller, Mr. John Dienton, hath made 
a faithful and a painful Collection, which he ſhortly 
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deſigns to publiſh in Twelve Volumes in Folio, illuſ- 
trated with Copper-Plates. A Work. highly uſeful and 
curious, and altogether. worthy of ſuch a Hand. as 


Tux laft Engine of Orators is the“ Stage Linerant, 
erected with much Sagacity, + /ub Fowe pluvio, in 
triviis & qua driviis, It is the great Seminary of 
the two former, and its Orators are ſometimes prefer- 
red to the One, and ſometimes to the Other, in Pro- 
portion to their Deſervings, there being a ſtrict and 
perpetual Intercourſe between all three. 


From this accurate Deduction, it is manifeſt, that, 
for obtaining Attention in Public, there is of Neceſſity 
required a fuperior Poſition of Place. But, although 
this Point be generally granted, yet the Cauſe is little 
agreed in; and it ſeems to me, that very few Philo- 

hers have fallen into a true, natural Solution of 
this a 5 = dee p Account, and the 
moſt fairly digeſted of any T have yet met with, is 
this, that 8 — a heavy Body, and therefore (ac- 
cording to the Syſtem of f Epicurus) continually 
deſcending, muſt needs be more ſo, when loaden and 
preſſed down by Words ; which are alſo Bodies of 
much 1 and Gravity, as it is manifeſt from 
thoſe deep Inpreſſions they make and leave upon us; 
and therefore muſt be delivered from a due Altitude, 


or elſe they will neither carry a good Aim, nor fall 


down with a ſufficient Force. = 


1 3 ä „ 


— 
— 


— 


 * 7; the Mountebank's Stage, whoſe Orators the 
Author determines either to the Gallows or à Conven- 


ae, APES a Ms e 
k F In the open Air, and in Streets where the greateft 
'Refort is. © 0 5 
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* Cortariam quogut eim wocem conflare fatendutmn 72 
E. ſenitum, quomam poſſunt impellere Senſunr. 
N , » - Lucr. Lib. 4. s 8 


Aud I am the feadier to favour this Conjeclure, 
from a common Obſervation ; that, in the ſeveral Af. 
ſemblies of theſe Orators, Nature itſelf hath inſtructed 
the Heaters, to ſtand with their Mouths open, and 
erected parallel to the Horizon, ſo as they may be in. 
terſected by a perpendicular Line from the Zenith to 
the Center of the Earth. In which Poſition, if the 


Audience be well compact, every one carries Home a 


r e 


Share, and little or nothing is loſt. | 
Icon Es, there is ſomething yet more refined in 

the Contrivance and Structure of our Modern Theatres, 
For, Firſt ; the Pit.1s funk below the Stage with due 
Regard to the Inſtitution above deduced ; that what- 
ever weighty Matter ſhall be delivered thence (whether 
it be Lead or Gold) may fall plum into the 15 of 
certain Critics (as I think they are called) which 
ſtand ready opened to devour them. Then, the Boxes 
are built round, and raiſed to a Level with the Scene, 
in Deference to the Ladies : becauſe, that large Portion 
of Wit, laid out in raifing Pruriences and Protuberan- 
ces, is obſerved to run much upon a Line, and ever 
in a Circle. The whining Paſſions, and little ſtarved 
Conceits, are gentl —— up by their own extreme 
Levity, ta the middle Region, and there fix and are 
frozen by the frigid Underſtandings of the Inhabi- 
tants. Bombaſtry and Buffoonry, by Nature lofty 
and light, ſoar higheſt of all, and would be loſt in the 
Roof, if the prudent Architect had not with much 
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Foreſight contrived for them a fourth Place, called 25 
welue-Penny- Gallery, and there planted a ſuitable Co- 
lony, who greedily intercept them in their Paſſage. | 


Now this Phyſieo-logical Scheme of Oratvridl Re- 
cO_ of worn contains a great Myftery, he- 
ing a T 7 Sign, an Emblem, a Shadow, a Symbol, 
bearing gy to the ſpacious Commonwealth of 
Writers, MP 2 thoſe Methods by which they muſt 
exalt themſelves to a certain Eminency above the in- 
ferior World. By the Pulpit are adumbrated the Wri- 
tings of our Modern Saints in Great-Britain, as they 
have ſpititualifed and Tefinetl them from the Droſs and 
Groſlieſs of Senſe and Human Reaſon. "The Matter, as 
we have ſaid, Is of totten Wood, and that upon two 
Conſiderations becauſe it is the Quality of rotten 
Wood to give 2 5 in the Dark : And, Secondly, Be- 
cauſe its Cavities 1 full of Worms; which is a * Type 
with a Pair of Handles, having a Reſpoct to the two 
beef Qualifications of the Orator; and the two dif- 

rent Fates amy wp 7 ng Works.” E 

Tur Lad dn ah pet uate Symbol of Fabien, 5 
of Poetry, to both of which ſo noble a Number of Au- 
thors are indebted for-their Fake A Of 2 34 bes 
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tors do perorare with a Song; and bectinſe; climbing 
up by ſlow D „Fate is fare to turn them off 


fore they can packs within many Steps of the Top: 


And becauſe it is a Preferment attained by transfer- 
ring of Oy wee a Manor of Ner- nd 


Thum. © FL 


| Unpen. the $7 i ; Iinerant are, couched WE Pro. 
ductions deſigned tor the Pleaſure and Delight of mor- 
kal Man; co as, e -worth of Wit, Wellminſ, 
ter Dralleries, B Delig 12 Tales, Cone Compleat | Feſters,,; 
the like; b Which e Writers 72 2 and for G RU B- 
STREET, have in theſe latter. 6 ha es ſo 7 bly 
umphed over r Tim 7me ; have Apel his 3 5 
Nails, filed his Teeth, turned bacl his Job. Gl $, 
lunted his Scythe, and drawn the 0 5 5 out of 
> wn Shoes. 2 x 2 Sy Cl, ab 
iſt my preſent Treatiſe, juſt comè fro N 
ber Honour conferred upon A. ere a r 
er of that illuſtrious Fraternit . By 


Now, I am not unaware, hqw the: Productions of 
the Grub -fireet Brotherhood, ho of late Years 1 


ander many Prejudices, nor how it has been tie 


petual Employment of two Junior ſtart· up Sociè 46 
to ridicule them nd the Authors, as unworthy theit 
#abliſhed Poſt in the Commonwealth of Wit and 
Learning. Their bwn Cbnſcierites will eaſily inform 
them, Whom I man; Nor has the World been f6. 
negligent a Looker on, as not to"obſerve the continual 
Efforts. made — the Societies of 'Gre/fam And of 


this is wrry frequent Arp — e TRAP RRP" 
thinks he caxnot ſay any Thing avorth. Reading, or "when 
He has no Mind to enter on : Al. Sah, or duben it in x 
Matter. of little Moment, or perhaps to armſe his Realir 
(<ubereof he is frequently * Se 10 as ith Jen 
Satzrical Intention... Ri 3 | 

1. 4 , : * . 


full and clear in the 


Memory, pet in fame Years may be forgot, and want- this 
Explanation... . N | | 


INTRODUCTION. my 
Mels, to edify a Name and Reputation upon the 
Ruin of OURS. And this is yet — feelin Grief 
to Us, upon the rds of Tenderneſs as well as of 

uſtice, when we reflect on their Proceedings, not on- 
y as unjuſt, but as ungrateful, undutiful, and unnatu- 
ral. For, how can it be forgot by the World or them- 
ſelves (to ſay _— of our own Records, which are 
ont) that they both are Semina- 

ries, not only of our Planting, but our Watering too? 


I am informed, Our two Rjvals have lately made an 


Offer to enter into: the Liſts with united Forces, and 
challenge us to a Compariſon of Books, both as to 


Weight and Number. In Return to which (with Li- 


cence. from our Pręfident) I humbly offer two An- 
ſwers : Firſt, We: ſay, the Propoſal is like that 
which Archimedes made upon a + fmaller Affair, 
including an Impoſfibility in the Practice; for, 


where can they find Scales of Capacity enough for 


the Firſt, or an Arithmetician of Capacity enough for 


the Second. Secondly, We are ready to accept the 


Challenge, but with this Condition, that a third indif- 


ferent Perſon be aſſigned, to whoſe impartial Judg- 
ment it ſhould be left to decide, which Voce ty. ea 


Book, Treatiſe or Pamphlet do moſt properly belong 


to. This Point, God knows, is very far from being 


fixed. at preſent: For, We are ready to produce 2 


Catalogue of ſome Thouſands, which in all common 
Juſtice ought to be Entitled to our Fraternity, but, by 
the revolted and new- fangled Writers, moſt perfidiouſ- 
ly afcribed to the others. Upon all which, we think 
it very unbecoming our Prudence, that the Determi 


— A, 2 th, 


* Will's Coffee-Houſe, wvas formerly the Place where 
the Poets uſually met, wwhich, though it be yet freſh 17 


+ Viz. About moving the Earth. | 
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360 INTRODUCTION. 


tion ſhould be remitted to the Authors themſelves'; 
when our Adverſaries, by Briguing and Caballing, 


have cauſed {o univerſal a Defection from us, that 


the greateſt Part of our Society hath already deſerted 
to them, and our neareſt Friends begin to ſtand aloof, 
as if they were half - aſnamed to own UG. 


Tus is the utmoſt I am authoriſed to ſay upon 
ſo ungrateful and melancholy a Subject; becauſe We 


are extreme unwilling to inflame a Controverſy, whoſe 


Continuance may be ſo fatal to the Intereſts of Us all, 
deſiring much rather that Things be amicably com- 
poſed ; and we ſhall ſo far advance on our Side, as to 
E ready to receive the two Prodigals with = Arms; 
whenever they ſhall think fit to return from their 

Huſes and their Harlots; which, IL think, from the 
* preſent Courſe of their Studies, they moſt proper- 
iy may be ſaid to be engaged in; and, like an indul- 
gent Parent, continue to them our Affection and our 


Bur the greateſt Maim given to that general Re- 
ception, which the Writings of. our Society have for- 
merly received (next to the tranſitory State of all 
tublunary Things) hath, been a- ſuperficial: Vein a- 
mong many Readers of the preſent. Age, who will by 
no means be perſuaded to inſpect . the Sur- 
tace and the Kind of Things; whereas, Viſdum is a 
Fox, who, after long Hunting, will at laſt coſt you the 


- Pains to dig out: It is a Chegſe which by how much 


the richer, has the thicker, the homelier, and the 
coarſer Coat; and-whereof- to a judicious Palate, the 
Naggats are the beſt. It is a Sack-Poſſet, wherein the 
deeper you go, you will find it the ſweeter. Wiſdom 


* Firtuoſo Exferimenti, and Modern Comedies. 


refined 
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i Hen, whoſe Cackling we mult value and conſider, 
becauſe it is attended with an Egg: But, then laſtly, 
it is a Nut, which, unleſs you chuſe with Judgment, 
may coſt you a Tooth, ah ay you with nothing but 
a Worm, In Conſequence of theſe momentous Truths 
the Grubæan Sages have always choſen to cenvey 
their Precepts and their Arts, ſhut up within the Ve- 
hicles of 'T'ypes and Fables, which having been per- 
haps more careful and curious in adorning, than was 
altogether neceſſary, it has fared with theſe Vehicles, 


after the uſual Fate of Coaches over finely painte 


and gilt ; that the tranſitory Gazers have ſo dazzled 
their Eyes, and filled their Imaginations with the out- 
ward Luſtre, as neither to regard or conſider the Per- 

ſon or the Parts of the Owner within. A Misfor- 
tune we undergo with ſomewhat leſs Reluctancy, be- 
cauſe it has been common to us with Pythagoras, . 


ſop, Socrates, and other of our Predeceſſors. 


How Ev ER, that neither the World, nor ourſelves, 
may any longer ſuffer by ſuch Miſunderſtandings, 1 
have been prevailed on, after much Importunity from 
my Friends, to travel in a compleat and laborious 


Diſſertation upon the prime Productions of our So- 8 


ciety, which, beſides their beautiful Externals for 
the Gratiſication of ſuperficial Readers, have, darkly 
and deeply. couched under them, the moſt finiſhed ard 

Syſtems of all Sciences and Arts ; as I do not 
doubt to lay open by Untwifting or Unwinding, and 
either to draw up by Exantlation, or diſplay by Inci- 


fon. | 
THis great Work was entered upon ſome Years a 


po, by one of our moſt eminent Members: He be- 
gan with the Hiſtory of + Reynard the Fox, but nei- 


2 4 The Author ſeems here to be miſflaken, for I have 


een 
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3 ther lived to publiſh his Eſſay, nor to proceed farther 
ll; in ſo uſeful an Attempt, which is very much to bg 
Wl | lamented, becauſe the Diſcovery he made, and com- 


FR municated with his Friends, is now een yy 
N ceived ; nor, do I think, any of the Learned will diſ- 
1 pute, that famous Treatiſe to be a compleat Body of 


Civil e 1 y ng 85 I 7, 
Aßecalypſe of all State Arcana. But the Progreſs 
dave Made is much greater, having atready faith | 
my Annotations upon ſeveral Dozens; from ſome o 
which, I ſhall impart a few Hints to the candid Rea- 
der, as far as will be neceſſary to the Concluſion at 
which I aim, | 1 . 
Tux firſt Piece I have handled is that of Tom Thumb, 
whoſe Author was a Pythagorean Philoſopher. This 
dark 'Treatiſe contains the whole Scheme of one Me- 
tempfjcboſis, deducing the Progreſs of the Soul through 
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1 all her Stages. : 
1 Tux next is Dr. Fauſſus, penned by Artepbius, an 
* Author bonz note, and an Adeptus; he publiſhed it 
Ws in the * nine-hundred-eighty-fourth Year of his Age; 
bY this Writer proceeds wholly by Reincrudation, or in 
1 the via humida: And the Marriage between Fauſtu 
1 _ and Helen, does moſt conſpicuouſly dilucidate the Fer- 
5 | menting of the Male and r. Dragon. JEL 
4 | WHFITINGTON and his Cat, is the Work of that 
7 Myſterious Rabbi, Jabuda Hannafi, containing a De- 
M4 fence of the Gemara of the Jeruſalem Miſna, and its 


feen à Latin Edition of Reynard the Fox, above @ hun- 

ared Years old, which I take to be the Original; for the 

reſt, it has been thought by many People ta contain fome 
 Satyrical Deſign in it. wh e 
* He lived a thouſand. 
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juſt Preference to that of Babylon, contrary to the vul- 
Tux Hind and Panther. This is the Maſter-piece 
of a famous Writer now living, intended for a com- 
pleat Abſtract of ſixteen thouſand School-men from 


Scotus to Bellarmin. | 

' TOMMY POTS. Another Piece ſuppoſed by the 
fame Hand, by Way of Supplement to the former. 
Tu Wiſe Men of Goatham, cam Appendice. This 
is a Treatiſe of immenſe Erudition, being the great 


= Original and Fountain of thoſe 1 bandied 


about both in France and England, for a juſt Defence 
of the Moderns Learning and Wit, againſt the Pre- 
ſumption, the Pride, and the Ignorance of the Antients. 
This unknown Author hath fo exhauſted the Subject 
that a penetrating Reader will "eaſily diſcover what- 
ever Wee ben ſince upon that Diſpute, to be 
little more than Repetition. + An Abſtract of this 
Treatiſe hath been lately publiſhed'by a worthy Mem- 
B of ir Sei. ht 


Tus Notices may ſerve to give the Learned Rea- 
der an Idea as well as a Taſte of what the whole Work 


is likely to produce; wherein I have now altogether 


circumſcribed my Thoughts and my Studies ; and, 
if I can bring it to a Perfection before I die, ſhall 
reckon I have well employed the + poor Remains of 


— EEE _— 


— 


® Viz. In the Year 1698. W 1M ans 

+ This 1 ſuppoſe to be underſtood of Mr. W-tt-n's Di/- 
courſe of Antient and Modern Learning. 

Here the Author ſeems to penſonate L. Eſtrange, 


Dryden, and ſome others, who, after having paſt their 


Lives in Vices, Faction and Faljhood, have the Impu- 


Lence to talk of Merit and Innocence and Suffering. 
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an unfortunate Life. This indeed is more than I can 


juſtly expect from a Quill worn to the Pith in the 
Service of the State, in Pro's and Cox's upon Popi/o 
Plots, and || Meal Tubs, and Excluſion Bills, and Paſ- 


Hive Obedience, and Addreſſes of Lives and Fortunes; 


and Prerogative, and Property, and Liberty of Cen- 


feience, and Letters ta. a Friend: From an Under- 


ftanding and a Conſcience, thread-bare and ragged 
with perpetual turning ; from a Head broken in a hun- 


dred Places, by the. Malignants of the oppoſite Facti- 


ons; and from a Body ſpent with Poxes ill cured, by 
truſting to Bawds and Surgeons, who (as it after- 


wards appeared) were profeſied Enemies to Me and 


the Gavernment, and reyenged their Party's Quar- 
rel upon my Noſe and Shins. - Fourſcore and Eleven 
Pamphlets have I written under three Reigns, and for 
the Service of ſix and thirty Factions. But, finding 


the State has no farther Occaſion for me and my Ink, 
I retire willingly to draw it out into Speculations more 


becoming a Philoſopher; having, to my unſpeakable 


Comfort, paſſed a long Life, with a Conſcience void 


of Oflence. 


Bur to return, I am aſſured from the Reader's 


Candor, that the brief Specimen I have given, will 
eaſily clear all the reſt of our Society's Productions 
from an Aſperſion grown, as it is manifeſt, out of 
Envy and Ignorance : That they are of little farther 
Uſe or Value to Mankind beyond the common En- 
tertainments of their Wit and their Style ; for "theſe 
I am ſure have never yet been diſputed by our keen- 
et Adverſaries: In both which, as well as the more 


8 * 


In King Charles the Second's Time, there Was an 
Account of @ Preſbyterian Pit, found in a Tub, which- 
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ofound and myſtical Part, I have throughout this 
reatiſe cloſely followed the moſt applauded Origi- 
nals. And to render all compleat, I have with, much 
Thought and Application of Mind, ſo ordered, that 
the chief Title prefixed to it (I mean, that under 
which I deſign it ſhall paſs in the Common Conver- 
fations of Court and Town) is modelled exactly after 
the Manner peculiar to Our Society. | 

IT conFess to have been ſomewhat liberal in the 
Buſineſs of Titles, having obſerved the Humour 
of multiplying them, to bear great Vogue among 
certain Writers, whom I exceedingly reverence. And 
indeed, it ſeems not unreaſonable, that Books, the- 
Children of the Brain, ſhould have the Honour to be 
chriſtened with variety of Names, as well as other In- 


fants of Quality. Our famous Dryden has ventured 


to proceed à Point farther, endeavouring to introduce 
alſo a Multiplicity of + God:fathers ; which is an Im- 
provement of much more Advantage, upon a very ob- 
vious Account. It is a Pity this admirable Inven- 
tion has not been better cultivated; ſo as to grow by 


chis Time into general Imitation, when fuch an Au- 


thority ſerves it for a Precedent. Nor have my En- 
deavours been wanting to ſecond fo ufeful an Exam- 
ple: But it ſeems, there is an unhappy Expence ufu- 
ally annexed to the Calling of a God-father, which 
was clearly out-of my Head, as it is very reaſonable 


@ to believe. Where the Pinch lay, I cannot certainly 


affirm; but having employed a World of Thoughts 


» Fe 
* _ 9 — eee ad md 


* The Title Page in the Original was fo torn, that 
it was not poſſible to recover ſeveral Titles which the Au- 
thor e M m hs . 

+ See Virgil tranſlated, &c. 2 4 
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and Pains, to ſplit my Treatiſe into forty Sections, 
and having intreated OE of my Acquaintance, 
that they would do me the Honour to ſtand, they all 
_ it a Matter of Conſcience, and ſent me their Ex- 
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SECTION IL 


ICE upon a Time, there was a Man who had [MW 
Three * Sons by one Wife, and all at a Birth, 
neither could the Mid-Wife tell certainly which was . 
the Eldeſt. Their Father died while they were young, Ml © 
and upon his Death-Bed, calling the Lads to him, 
ſpoke chus: T9 95169 eee trad 


Sons; becauſe J have purchaſed no Eflate nor was 
born to any, I have long confidered of fame good Lega- 
cies to bequeath You ; and at laſt, with much Care a: ve 
avell as Expente, have provided each of you (here they Bl th 
are) @ new f Coat. Now, you are to underfiand, that Wil ſe. 
ij | theſe Coats have two Virtues contained in them: Ou WM ve 
Ki 3s, that, with good Wearing, they will laſt you freſh and Ml ra 
| found' as long as yau live: The other is, that they will G 


— 


* 
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i * By theſe three Sons, Peter, Martin, and Jack, Po- © 
WW | ery, the Church of England, and our Proteſtant Dil- If lo 
Wh | AR are defigned. W. Wotton. Ibo 
oh + By his Coats which he gave his Sons, the Garment Ml — 
7 _ e the Iſraelites. W. Wotton. „ 

il | | An Error (with Submiſſion) of the learned Commen- 

in | tator; for by the Coats art meant the Doctrine and Faitl da 
of Chriſtianity, by the Wiſdom. of the Divine Foun- gu 


i er fitted to all Times, Places, and Circumflances a 
fi ambin. FF.. 7 an NR 
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grow in the ſame Proportion awith your 3 lengthen- 
and * Y themſelwes,. ſo as to be always fit. 

AN let ue ſee them on you before I die. So, very 
quell ; pray Children wear them clean, and bruſb thee 
often. You will find in my t Will (here it F. 
ructions in every Particular concerning the Wearing 
and Management of your Coats ; wherein you muſt be we- 
ry exad, to avaid the Pengltie) 1 Flat appornted for 
| tvery Tran/grefſion or Neglect, upon which your future 
) had Fortunes ab 1 . . depend. I have alſo commended in 
ih, '” * k, live together in ane Houſe like 


Brethr, Jer ſen you auill be ſure to thrive, 
and not N 


him, HzxE the Story ſara; this good Father died, and 
-p the three Sons went akogether to ſeek their For- 


tunes. 


Lega- I SHALL not trouble you with recounting what Ad- 
re a; Wl ventures they met for the firſt ſeven Years, any far- 
they ther than by taking Notice, 3 they —1 ob- 
, that ſerved their F IE s Will, and kept 2 2 Coats in 
Oe very good Order: That they travelled through e 
þ and ral Countries, encountered a reaſonable Gg of 
abi Giants, and flew certain Dragons. 


Be 1nc now arrived at the 22 Age for * 
cing themſelves, they came up to Town, and fell in 
if. love with the Ladies, but eſpecially three, who a- 
bout that Time were in chief We The 


1 — 


as, . + 


+ 7 he PE CPS, 

| Their Mifre/ſes are the Dutcheſs d' Argent, Ma- 
damoiſelle de Grands Titres, and the Counteſs d' Or- 
gueil, 7. e. Covetouſneſs, Ambition, and Pride; aubich 
were the three great Vices that the ancient F. athers in- 


wicked againſt, as the firſt Corruptions of Chriſtianity. 
Wotton. 
Dutcheſs 
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Whiſpered a Dutcheſs, and ſpoke never a Word: 


doux of Quality : Came ever juſt from Court, and 


the Cud of Politics, and are encompaſſed with a 


— — — 


op 1 A LE 
Dutcheſs 4 Argent, Madame de Grands Titres, and tr. 


the Counteſs 4 Orgueil. On their firſt Appearance, 


our three Adventurers met with a very bad Recepti- 
on; and ſoon with great Sagacity gueſſing out the ll ** 
Reaſon, they quickly began to improve in — ip 
Qualities of the Town: They Writ and .Raillied, Wl ©/ 
and Rhymed, and Sung, and Said, and Said Nothing : il © 
They Drank, and Fought, and Whored, and Slept, Mi 
and Swore, and took Snuff: They went to new Plays 
on the firſt Night, haunted the Chocolate Houſes, beat © l 
the Watch, lay on Bulks, and got Claps: They bilk. 
ed Hackney Coachmen, ran in Debt with Shopkeepers, 
and lay with their Wives: They killed Bayliffs, kick: 
ed Fidlers down Stairs, eat at Locket's, loitered at 
Will's: They talked of the Drawing-Room, and ne- 

er came there: Dined with Lords they never ſaw: 


Expoſed the Scrawls of their Laundreſs for Billet. 


were never ſeen in it: Attended the Levee /ab dio: 
Got a Lift of Peers by Heart in one Company, and 
with great Familiarity | retailed them in another. 
Above all, they conſtantly attended thoſe Committee 
of Senators who are filent in the Houſe, and loud in 
the Cofze-Houſze, where they nightly adjourn to chew 


Ring of Diſciples, who lie in wait to catch up their 
Proppings. The three Brothers had acquired forty 
other Qualifications of the like Stamp, too tedious 
to recount, and, by Conſequence, were juſtly rec- 
koned the moſt accompliſhed Perſons in the Town: 
But all would not ſuffice, and the Ladies aforeſaid 
continued ſtill inflexible. To clear up which Difficul- 
ty, I muſt, with the Reader's good Leave and Pati- 
ence, have Recourſe to ſome Points of Weight, which 


_ 
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5 the Authors of that Age have not ſufficiently illuſ- 
®, e | N 
pd. For, “ about . this Time it happened à Sect a- 
t che doſe whoſe Tenents obtained and ſpread very far, e- 

1 in the Grand Monde, and among every Bo- 
or y of 


175 Faſhion. They worſhipped a Sort of I. 
hinge % who, as their Doctrine delivered, did daily create 


Sed Men, by a Kind of Manufactory Operation. This 
pla I they placed in the higheſt Parts of che Houſe, 
| at on an Altar erected about three Feet: He was ſhewn 
bill: in the Poſture. of a Perſſan Emperor, ſitting on à Su- 
epers perficies, with, his Legs interwoven under him. This 
Eick God had a Gacſe for his Enſign; whence it is, that 
ed a: ome learned Men pretend to deduce his Original 
2 wb from Jupiter Capitolinus. At his Left-hand, beneath 
ſaw. che Altar, Hell ſeemed to be open, and catch at the 
Fond Animals the Idol was creating; to prevent which, 


certain of his Prieſts hourly flung in Pieces of the un- 


gue” informed Maſs, or. Subſtance, and ſometimes whole 
45 imbs already enlivened, which that horrid Gulph 
and inſatiably ſwallowed, terrible to behold. The G0 
Wer, as alſo held a ſubaltern Divinity, or Deus Minorum 


entium, before whoſe Shrine was ſacriſiced that 
Creature, whoſe hourly Food is human Gore, and 
ho is in ſo great Renown abroad, for being the 


chew | a N. ie 
Delight and Favourite of the I Zg yptian Cercopithe- 
th ao. Millions of theſe Animals were cruelly flaugh- 


Pered every Day to appeaſe the Hunger of that con- 


4 * 
SAS ad. a. | 
* 


* This an occaſional Satyr upon Dreſs and Faſtion in 
2 f a e LAS T5 4; 8 3 
prder to introduce what folg r. 
|| By this Idol is meant a Taylor. 2 5 
1 The Egyptians wor /oipped @ Meonkey, which Ani- 
al is very fond of eating Lice, ſlyled bere Creatures that 
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That the Earth is feed by the Air; the Air 1s is 


worn by the Birch. To conclude from all What ii 
Pleat Suit of Cloaths with all its Trimmirigs ! As td 


all contribute in their Order, towards futniſhing' eu 


— 
— —— 
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ſuming Deity. The chief Lu was alſo worſtilppel 
as the Inventor of the Tard and Needle, whether a 
the God of Seamen, or on Account of certain o- 
ther myſtical Attributes, hath not been fulfcleta 
Tur Worſhippers of this Deity had alſb a Syſten 
of their Belief, which ſeemed to turn upon the fob 
Towing. Fundamental. They held the Univerſe to be 
a large Suit of Clonths, which inwefr every Thing: 


<ve/ted by the Stars; and the Stars ate —_— by the 
Primum Mobile. Look on this Globe of Barth, you 
will find it to be a very compleat and faſhionable 
Dre. What is that which ſome call Land but 4 
fine Coat faced with Green? or the Sed, but.a' Waiſt 
coat of Watet-Fabby ? Proceed to the particular Work 
of the Creation, you will find how curicus n 
nen Nature hath been, to tim up the vr. Benðl 
Obſerve how ſparkiſ a Periwig adorns the Head 0 
a Bert, and what a fine Doublet of white Sattin i 


oo” an wf 


<<” > tO! ATC p44 S 


Man himfelf but a *. Micro-Coge, or rather à com 


is Body, there can be no Diſpute : But examine e. 
ven the Acquirements of his Mind, you will nnd them 


un exact Dreſs: To inſtance no more; Id nt Religi- 
on a Cloak, Honeſty a Pair of Shoes, worn bur in dhe 
Dirt, Self- love a Surtout, Vanity a Shirt, and Con- 
ſcience a Pair o Breeches, which, though. a Cover for 
Lewdneſs as well as Naſtineſs, is eaſily flipt down for 
the Service of both. 7 A e ; 
TN * 2 NB KITE 2 4 an 3 8 N 
Auding to the Word Microcoſm, or @ little Warld, 
as Man bath been called by Philoſophers. 
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ne ere 
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| reality: the moſt re 
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Tarss Poſulata being admitted, it will follow þ 
due Courſe of Reaſoning, that thoſe Beings, whic 
the World calls im 1 Suits of Chath, are in 

ed Species of Animals; or to 
oceed higher, that they are Rational Creatures, or 
n For, is it not manifeſt, that they live, and 


move, and talk, and perform all other Offices of hu- 


mar Life? Are not Beauty, and Wit, and Mien, and 
Breeding, their inſeparable Proprieties ; In ſhort we 
ſee nothing but them, hear nothing bat them, Is it 
not they Who walk the Streets, fill up Parliament, 
Dee, Play=, Barway-Houfes 7 It is true indeed, 
that theſe Animals, which are vulgarly called Suit: 
of Cloaths, or. Dreſſes, do according to certain Com- 
poſitions receive diffetent Appellations. If one of 
them be trimmed ap with a Gold Chain, and a red 
Gown, And a, white Rod, and a great Horſe, it is 
called à Lord. Mayor: If certain Ermins and Furrs be 
placed in à certain Poſition, we file them a Fudge ; 
and fo, an apt Conjunction of Lawn and black Sattin, 
WIR. tl en 
Ort## ns of theſe Profeſſors, though agreeing in the 
main Syſtem, were yet more refined upon certain 
Branches of it; and held, that Man was an Animal 
compounded of two Dref#7, the Natural andGeefiial 
Suit, which were the Body: and the Soul: That che 
Soul was the outward, and che Body che inward Cloathi 
ing; that the latter was r traduce; but the for- 


mer of daily Creation and Circumfaſion; this laſt they 


oved by. Scripture, becauſe, in Them we Live, and 
5 OE SEO ems by Vibe: 


Jowe, and have our Bet! 


By, becauſe they are þ i 4, and at in every 


art. Beſides, ſaid they, ſeparate theſe two, and you 
ann Fad te Body to be only a Tenſeleſs unſavour 


12 TALK 


Carcaſs. By all which, it is manifeſt, that as out 
ward Dreſs muſt needs be the Soul. | 


To this Syſtem of Religion, were "tagged ven 
ſubaltern Doctrines, which were entertained with great 
Vogue; as particularly, the Faculties of the. Mind 
were deduced by the Learned among them in this 
Manner: Enbroidery, was Sheer: Mit; Gold Fringe, 
was agreeable Converſation 3 Gold Lace, was Repartee.; 
a huge long Periauig, was Humour; and; a Coat full 
of Powder, was very good Raillery ; All Which, re- 
quired Abundance of Fineſſe and Delicateſſe to manage 
with Advantage, as well as a ſtrict Wen aer 
Times and Faſhions: 822 aw F 4 R 


"1 HAVE, with 8 19 5 We Reading g, Coledes 
out of antient Authors, this ſhort, Summary of a Body 
of Philoſophy and Divinity, Rey þ ſeems to have been 
compoſed by a Vein and Race of Thinking, very dif. 
ferent from any other Syſtems, either Antient or Me 
dern. And it was not meerly to entertain or ſatisf 
the Reader's Curioſity, but rather to give him Li ohi 
into ſeveral Circumſtances of the following Story" 
that, knowing the State of Diſpoſitions and O r 


„ in an Age ſo remote, he may better comprehend thoſe 

THIF great Events, which were the Iſſue of them. I ad: 

7 i A viſe, therefore, the courtsous Reader, to perule, with 
1 | 


a World of Application, gain and again, whateyer.1 
I's have written upon this er. And leaving cheſe 
broken Ends, I carefully gather up tie chief: Ten 
i ol my Kory, and proceed. Joi 28 
ih Txzst Opinions, therefore, were 00 univerſal, 2s 
4 | well as the Mader of ed among, the refined Paſt 
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great * Shoulder-Knots came up: Strait all the World 


of Court and Town, that our three Brother-Adventu- 
rers, as their Circumſtances then ſtood, were ſtrange- 
ly at a Loſs. For, on the one Side, the three La- 

hes they addreſſed themſelves to (whom we have 
named already) were ever at the very Top of the 


Faſhion, and abhorred all that were below it but the 


Breadth of a Hair. On the other Side, their Father's 
Will was very preciſe, and it was the main Precept 
in it, with the greateſt Penalties annexed, not to 1 d 
to, or diminiſh from their Coats, one Thread, with- 
out a Poſitive Command in the Will. Now the Coats 
their Father had left them, were, it is true, of very 

Cloth, and beſides, ſo neatly ſown, you would 
wear they were all of a Piece ; but at the ſame Time 
very plain, and with little or no Ornament : And it 
happened, that, before they were a. Month in Town, 


was 


PE : 0 8 1 "IS IF 1 n * 
— —— — 


* . "1 (EP PO YY 


piſts Baue made great Additions to Chriſtianity, that in- 
deed is the great ani which the Church of England 
makes againſt them ; accordingly Peter begins his Pranks - 
with adleng a Shoulder-Knot 70 his Coat, W. Wotton. 
His Deſcription of. the Cloth of which the Coat was 
made, has a farther Meaning than the Wards may ſeem 
to import: The Coats their Father had left them, 


were of R Cloth, and beſides, ſo neatly 
W. 


“ ſown, you would ſwear they were all of a Piece; 
© but at the ſame Time very plain, with little or no 
Ornament.“ This it the diſtinguiſhing Character | 
the Chriſtian Religion: Chriſtiana Religio abſoluta 4 

ſimplex, was Ammianus Marcellinus's Deſcription of 


it, who was himſelf a Heathen. W. Wotton. 


* By this is under ſtood the firſt introducing of Page- 
antry, and unneceſſary n in the Church, juch 


was Shoulder-Knots 3 no approaching the Ladies Ruet- 
les, without the Quota of Shoulder-Knots. That Fellow- 
cries one, has no Soul, Where is his Shoulder-Knot ? 
Our three Brethren ſoon diſcovered their Want b 
ſad Experience, meeting in their Walks with for- 
ty Mortifications and Indignities, If they went to the 
Play-Houſe, the Door-keeper ſhewed them into 'the 
Twelve-penny Gallery. If they called a Boat, ſays 
a Waterman, I am firſt Sculltr. If they ſtepped 
to the Roſe to take a Bottle, the Drawer would cry, 
i Friend, we fell no Ale. If they went to viſit a Lady, 
Ply! a Footman met them at the Door, with Pray ſend up 
W's: | your Meſſage. In this unhappy Caſe, they went im- 


„ mediately to conſult their Father's Will, bead it over 


1 and over, but not a Word of the Should ZKnot ; What 
Wi: ſhould they do? What Temper ſhould they find! 
11 Obedience was abſolutely neceſſary, and yet Soul. 
. dier-Kuots appeared extremely requiſite. After much 
. 7 Thought, one of the Brothers, who happened to be 
408 more Book-learned than the other two, ſaid he had 
| Dhl | found an Expedient. I it true, ſaid he, there: is 
1 | nothing here in this Will, totidem verbis, making 
1 ü mention of Shoulder-Knots ; but 1 dare conjecture, aue 
| may them incluſive, or totidem ſylla 18. This 


— 
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14 Diſtinction was immediately approved by all; and 
i | * . rr 
1 iy es were neither for Convenience nor Edification, as 'e 


3 
— 


e in which there is neither Symmetry nor 
Uk. e eres a edner ar Ts "HS AD 
I. I When the Papiſts cannot find any Thing which r 
71 rant in & E oh go 28. Tradition K 735 
1 Peter is introduced ſatisfied avith the tedious Way. of 
| looking for all the Letters of any. Word, which he bus 
Occaſion for in the Will; auben neither the conſtituent 
Hllables, ner much leſs the whole World, were there in 
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ſo they fell again to examine; but their evil Star 
had ſo directed the Matter, that the firſt Syllable was 
not to be found in the whole Writings. Upon which 
Diſap intment, he, who found the former Evaſion, 
took Heart, and ſaid, Brothers, there is yet Hopes; for 
though awe cannot find them totidem verbis, nor totidem 
ſyllabis, I dare engage we fall make them out tertio 
modo, or totidem literis. This Diſcovery was alſo 
highly commended, upon which they fell once more to 
the Scrutiny, and picked out 8, H, O, U, L, D, E, R; 
when the ſame Planet, Enemy to their Repoſe, had 
wonderfully contrived, that a K, was not to be found. 
Here was a weighty Difficulty ! but the Diſtinguiſhin 

Brother (for _ we ſhall hereafter find a Name 

now his Hand was in, proved by a very good Argu- 
ment, that X was a modern illegitimate Letter, un- 
known to the Learned Ages, nor any where to be 
found in ancient Manuſcripts. Calendæ hath in f 2. 
V. C. been ſometimes writ with a K, but erroneouſly ; 
for in the beſt Copies it has been ever ſpelt with a C. 
And by Conſequence it was a groſs Miſtake in our 
Language to ſpell Knot with a K; but that from hence- 
forward, he would take care it ſhould be writ with a 
C. Upon this, all farther Difficulty vaniſhed ; Shoul-' 
der-Knots were made clearly out, to be Jure Paterno, 
and our three Gentlemen ſwaggered with as large and 
as antng ones 2s Me belt. TEEN: 


Bur, as human Happineſs is of a very ſhort Dura- 
tion, ſo in thoſe Days were human Faſhions, upon 
which it intirely depends. Shoulder. Knots had their 
Time, and we muſt now imagine them in their De- 


* 8 
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| 1 Quibuſadam Veteribus Codicihus. Some ancient Ma- 
nuſcripte. | | | 


a6 NR TALE 
Cline ; for a certain Lord came juſt from Paris with 
fifty Yards of Go/d-Lace upon his Coat, exactly trim- 
med after the Court-Faſhion of that Month. In two 
Days, all Mankind $i 15 cloſed up in Bars of 
Gold-Lace : Whoever durſt peep abroad without his 
Compliment, of Gola Lace, was as ſcandalous as a— 
and as ill received among the Women : What ſhould 
our three Knights do in this momentous Affair? they 


* 


had ſufficiently ſtrained a Point already, in the Affair 


of Shoulder-Knots: Upon Recourſe to the Will, no- 
thing appeared there, but altum filentium. That of 
the Shoulder-Knots was a looſe, flying, circumſtantial 
Point; but this of Go/d-Lace ſeemed too conſiderable 
an Alteration, without better Warrant; it did aliquo 
modo efſentiz adherere, and therefore required a poſi- 
tive Precept. But about this Time it fell out, that the 
Learned Brother aforeſaid, had read Ariflotelis Dia- 
lecta, and eſpecially that wonderful Piece de 1 
tatione, which has the Faculty of teaching its Rea- 
ders to find out a Meaning in every Thing but itſelf; 
like Commentators on the Revelations, who proceed 
Prophets without underſtanding a Syllable of the 
Text. Brothers, ſaid he, You are to be informed, 
that of Wills, duo ſunt genera, F Nuncupatory and 
Scriptory ; that to the Scriptory Will here before us, 


there is no Precept or Mention about Gold-Lace, conce- 


Jae hes. 


a 


I cannot tell whether the Author means any new In- 
19vation by this Word, or whether it be only ts introduce 
the new Methoa' of forcing and perverting Scripture. 

* The next Subject of our Author's Wit, is the Glaſſes 

and Interpretations of Scripture, wery many abſurd ones 
of which are alloaved in the moſt Authentic Baoks of the 
Church of Rome. W. Wotton. GOTH 

+ By this is meant Tradition, allowed to have equat 
Authority wits the Scripture, ar rather greater. 3 

| | GIKUT ; 
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tur: But, ſi idem affirmetur de nuneupatoria, nega- 
tur. For, Brothers, if you remember, we heard a Fel- 
low ſay, when wwe were Boys, that he heard my Fa- 
ther's Man ſay, that he heard my Father ſay, that he 
evould adviſe his Sons to get Gold-Lace on their Coats, 
as ſoon as ever they could procure Money to buy it. By 
G— that is very true, cries the other; I remember it 
perfectly well, ſaid the third. And ſo without more 
ado, they got the largeſt Go/d-Lace in the Pariſh, and 
walked about as fine as Lords. | 


A wHi1Le after, there came up all in Faſhion, a pret- 
ty Sort of I Flame-coloured Sattin for Linings ; and 
the Mercer brought a Pattern of it Wi to our 
three Gentlemen: An pleaſe your M orſbi ps (ſaid he) 
| My Lord C—, and Sir J. W. had Linings out of 
this very Piece laft Night; it takes wonderfully, and 


— 


— 


t This is Purgatory, whereof he ſpeaks more particu- 
larly hereafter ; but here, only to ſhew how Scripture 
was perverted to prove it, which was done, by giving 
equal Authority with the Canon 10 Apocrypha, called 
here a Codicil annexed. | | | 

I is likely the Author, in every one of theſe Changes 
in the Brother's Dreſſes, refers to ſome particular Er- 
ror in the Church of Rome; th it is not 0. I think, 
to apply them all: But by this of Flame - coloured Sat- 
tin, 7s manifeſtly intended Purgatory; by Gold-Lace 
may perhaps be underſlood, the lofty Ornaments and Plate 
in the Churches; the Shoulder-Knots and Silver Fringe 
are not ſo obvious, at leaſi to me; but the Indian Figures 
of Men, Women, and Children, plainly relate to the Pic- 
tures in the Romiſh Churches, of God like an old Man, of 
the Virgin Mary, and our Saviour as a Child. 

|| T 2 ſhews the Time the Author wwrit, it being about 
Fourteen Years ſince thoſe two Perſons were reckoned the 

ſine Gentlemen of the Town. 7 RN 
| 3 1 att 


| 
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by the Corporation of Fringe-makers, ated his Part 


48 err ; 
1 ſpall not Baus a Remnant left, enough to mal? my 
Wife a Pin-cuſhion, by to-morrow Morning at ten 4 


Click. Upon this, they fell again to rummage the 


Will, becauſe the preſent Caſe alſo required a poſitive 
Precept, the Lining being held by Orthodox Writers 
to be of the Eſſence of the Coat. Afﬀter long Search, 
they could fix upon Nothing to the Matter m Hand, 


except a ſhort Advice of their Father in the Will, 


* to take Care of Fire, and put out their Candles be- 


fore they went to Sleep. This, though a good deat. 


for the Purpoſe, and helping very far towards, Self- 


| Convidtion, yet not ſeeming wholly of Force to eſta- 


bliſh a Command; and being reſolved to avoid farther 
Scruple, as well as future Occaſion for Scandal, ſays 
he, that was the Scholar, I remember to have read in 


Mills, of a Codicil annexed, avhich is indeed a Part of 


the Will, and what it contains hath equal Authority wit 

the reſt. Now, I have been conſidering of this ſame Will 
here before us, and I cannot reckon it to be compleat, for 
want of ſuch a Codicil: I will therefore fuſten one in its 
preper Place very dexteroufly ; I have bad it by me ſome 
Time, it was written by a Dog-keeper of | my Grand- 
Father's, and talks a great deal (as good Luck wwould 
have it ) of this very fame- coloured Sattin. The Pro- 
Je& was immediately approved by the other two; an 
old Parchment Scrowl was tagged on according to 
Art, in the Form of a Codicil annexed, and the Sattin 


| bought and worn. 


NE x T. Winter, a Player, hired for the Purpoſe, 
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phat is, to tale Care of Hell; And, in order to du 

that, to ſubdue and extinguiſh their Lufts. 
+ 7 believe tbis refers to that Part of the Apocry- 
Pha, where Mention is made of Tobit and his Dog, 
* | | | In 


* 


in a new Comedy, all covered with * S wer Fringe. 
and according to the laudable Cuſtom gave Riſe to 
that Faſhion. Upon which, the Brothers, conſultin 
their Father's Will, to their great Aſtoniſhment fo 
theſe Words; Item, I charge and command my ſaid 
three Sons, to wear no Sort Silver-Fringe upon or a- 
bout their ſaid Coats, &c. with a Penalty, in caſe of 
Diſobedience, too long here to inſert. However, af- 
ter ſome Pauſe, the Brother ſo often mentioned for 
his Erudition, who was well ſkilled in Criticiſms, had 
found in a certain Author, which he ſaid ſhould be 


\ nameleſs, that the ſame Word, which in the Will is 


called Fringe, does alſo ſignify a Broom-ſiick ; and 
doubtleſs ought to have the ſame Interpretation in 
this Paragraph. This, another of the Brothers diſlik- 
ed, becauſe of that Epithet S:z/ver, which could not, 
he humbly conceived,' in Propriety of Speech, be rea- 
ſonably applied to a Broom-/flick : But it was replied 
upon him, that this Epithet was underſtood in a My- 
tholozical and Allegorical Senſe. However, he object- 
ed again, why their Father ſhould forbid them to wear 
a Broom-flick on their Coats, a Caution that ſeemed 
unnatural and impertinent ; upon which, he was ta- 
ken up ſhort, as one that ſpoke irreverently of a My- 
fery, which doubtleſs was very uſeful and ſignificant, 
but ought not to be over-curiouſly pried into, or nice- 
ly reaſoned upon. And in ſhort, their Father's Au- 
thority being now conſiderably ſunk, this Expedient 
was allowed to ſerve as a lawful Diſpenſation, for 
wearing their full Proportion of Silver Fringe, 
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#This is certainly the farther introducing the Poms 


Habit und Ornament. 
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A wall after, was revived an old Faſhion, long 
antiquated, of Embroidery with * Indian Figures of 
Men, Women, and Children, Here they remembered, 
but too well, how their Father had always abhorred 
this Faſhion ; that he made ſeveral Paragraphs on pur- 
poſe, importing his utter Deteſtation of it, and beſtow- 
ing his everlaſting Curſe to his Sons, whenever they 
ſhould wear it. F or all this, in a few Days, they ap- 

eared higher in the Faſhion than any Body elſe in x 4 
But they ſolved the Matter, by ſaying, that 
theſe Figures were not all the ſame with thoſe that 


were formerly worn, and were meant in the Will. Be- 


ſides, they did not wear them in the Senſe, as forbid- 
den by their Father ; but as they were a commendable 
Cuſtom, and of great Uſe to the Public. That theſe 
rigorous Clauſes in the Will did therefore require ſome 
Allewwance, and a favourable Interpretation, and ought 


to be underſtood cum grano Salis. 


Bur Faſhions perpetually altering in that Age, the 


Scholaſtic Brother grew weary of ſearching farther 


Evaſions, and ſolving everlaſting Contradictions; re- 


ſolved therefore, at all Hazards, to. comply with the 
Modes of the World ; they concerted Matters toge- 


ther, and agreed unanimouſly, to + lock up their Fa- 
oy ther's 


0 — 
bo "SS. OT ” he Mind _ 


* The Imag 


4 


| Ibid. . Inages in the Church of Rome give him but 
400 fair a Handle, The Brothers remembered, &c 
The Allegory here is dire. W. Wotton. | $ 
+ The Papiſts formerly forbad the People the Uſe of 
Scripture in a Vulgar Tongue, Peter therefore locks up 
his Fatker's Will in a ſtrong Box, brought * of 
rect 


es of Saints, the Bleſſed Virgin, and our 


Saviour an Infant. 


ther's Will in a ffrong Box, brought out of Greece or 
Traly (I have forgot which) and trouble themſelves no 
E farther to examine it, but only refer to its Au- 
thority whenever they thought fit. In Conſequence 
whereof, a while after, it grew a general Mode to 
wear an infinite Number of Points, moſt of them tag- 
ged with Silver : Upon which, the Scholar pro- 
nounced * ex Cathedra, that Points were abſolutel 

Fure Paterno, as they might very well remember. It 
is true, indeed, the Faſhion preſcribed ſomewhat more 
than were directly named in the Will; however, that 
they, as Heirs general of their Father, had Power to 

| make and add certain Clauſes for public Emolument, 

though not deducible, totidem verbis, from the Letter 
Jof the Will, or elſe, Multa ab ſurda ſequerentur. This 
was underſtood for Canonical, and therefore, on' the 
following Sunday, they came to Church all covered 

with Points. | 


THz Learned Brother ſo often mentioned, was 


he reckoned the beſt Scholar in all that, or the next Street 
er o it; inſomuch as, having run ſomething behind- 
"g 15 
he pa: ” 7 8 855 
= reece or Italy : Theſe Countries are named, becauſe 
a- he New Teſtament is written in Greek; and the 
8 ulgar Latin, achich is the Authentic Edition of the 
- Bible in the Church of Rome, is in the Language of old 
Italy. W. Wotton, 1 . 
ur * The Popes, in their Decretals and Bulls, baue gi- 
. ven their Sauction to very many gainful Doctrines, 
ut which are now received in the Church of Rome, that 
e. we not mentioned in Scripture, and are unknown to the 
Primitive Church: Peter, accordingly, pronounces ex 
of athedra, That Points tagged with Silver were abſo- 
ip tel) Jure Paterno; and Jo they wore them in great 
of wmbers, W. Wotton, | Y 


hand 
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hand in the Word, he obtained the Favour of a I cer. 
tain Lord, to receive him into his Houſe, and to teach 
his Children. A while after, the Lord died, and he, 
by long Practice of his Father's Will, found the Way 
of contriving a Deed of Conveyance of that Houſe to 
Himſelf, and his Heirs: Upon which, he took Po. 
ſcion, turned the young Squires out, and received hi 
Brothers in their Ste. | 


TT" a 


SECT. III. 
A Digreſſion concerning Critics. 


HO UGH I have been hitherto as cautions x 

I could, upon all Occaſions, moſt nicely to fol. 
low the Rules and Methods of Writing, laid down 
by the Examples of our illuſtrions Moderns; yet 
has the unhappy Shortneſs of my Memory led me 82“ 
into an Error, from which I muſt extricate myſelf, of 
before I can decently purſue my principal Subject. 
confeſs, with Shame, it was an unpardonable Omi. 


4 4 4 
— * 2 & 


_— 


+ This wwas Conſtantine the Great, from whom th 
Popes pretend a Donation of St. Peter's Patrimony, whit 
they have been never able to produce. 7 
 * Thid. The Biſhops of Rome enjoyed their Priwvilegt 
in Rome, at firſt by the Favour of Emperors, whom of 
lajt they ſhut out of their own Capital City, and thi 

| forged a Donation from Conſtantine the Great, the bi 
ter to juſtify what they did. In Imitation of this, Petei 
having run ſomething behind hand in the World, oi 
tained Leave of a certain Lord, Gc. W. Wotton. 
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fron to proceed fo far as IJ have already done, before 
J had performed the due Diſcourſes, Rxpoſtulatory, 
Supplicatory; or Deprecatory, with my good Lords 
the Critics. Towards ſome Atonement for this grie- 
vous Neglect, I do here make humbly bold to pre- 
ſent them with a ſhort Account of themſelves and their 
Art, by looking into the Original and Pedigree of the 
Word, as it is generally underſtood among us, and 
very briefly conſidering the antient and pre ent State 


thereof. 


By the Word, Critic, at this Day ſo frequent in 

all Converſations, there have ſometimes been diſtin- 
guiſned three very different Species of Mortal Men, 
according as I have read in Antient Books and Pamph- 

| lets. For, firſt, by this Term, was underftood lach 
dus 23 Perſons as invented or drew up Rules for themſelves, 
o fol. and the World, by obſerving which, a careful Reader 
dow might be able to pronounce upon the Productions of 
; yet the Learned, from his Taſte, to a true Reliſh of the 
.d me Slime and the Admirable, and divide every Beauty 
nyſel, of Matter or of Style from the Corruption that Apes 
ct. Nit: In their common Peruſal of Books, ſingling out 
Omi the Errors and Defe&s, the Nauſeous, the Fulſome, 
the Dull and the Impertinent, with the Caution of 

—— a Man that walks through Edinboroughb Streets in a 
Morning, who is, indeed, as careful as he can, to watch 


diligently, and. ſpy out the Filth in his Way; not that 

1 he is curious io bilrve the Colour and 8 
rvilem of the Ordure, or take its Dimenſions, much leſs to 
zem Abe paddling in, or taſting it; but only with a Deſign 
1d zo come out as cleanly as he may. Theſe Men ſeem, 
Le du chough very erroneouſly, to have underſtood the Appel- 

Peta lation of Critie in a literal Senſe; That one principal 
1 d, d Part of his Office was to Praiſe and Acquit; and. that 


tton. 


a Critic, who ſets up to Read, only for an Occaſion 
{0 | | 
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of Cenſure and Reproof, is a Creature as barbarous ay 


a Judge, who ſhould take up a Reſolution to hang all 
Men that came before him upon a Tryal. 


' Acain, by the Word Critic, have been meant, the 
Reſtorers of Ancient Learning from the Worms, and 
Graves, and Duft of Manuſcripts. 


Now, the Races of thoſe two have been for ſome 
Ages utterly extinct ; and beſides, to diſcourſe any far- 
ther of them, would not be at all to my Purpoſe. ' 


THe Third, and Nobleſt Sort, is that of the 'T'xvr 
Critic, whoſe Original is the moſt Antient of all, 
Every True Critic is a Hero born, deſcending in a di. 
rect Line from a Celeſtial Stem, by Momus and Hybriz, 
who begat Zoilus, who begat Tigellius, who begat 
Etcetera the Elder, who begat B--t/ey, and Rym-r, and 
W-tton, and Perrault, and Dennis, who begat Etcetera 
the Younger. | | | | 


And theſe are the Critics from whom the Com 
monwealth of Learning has in all Ages received ſuch 
immenſe Benefits, that the Gratitude of their Admi. 


rers placed the Origine in Heaven, among thoſe of i 


Hercules, Theſeus, Perſeus, and other great Deſerven 


of Mankind. But Heroic Virtue itſelf hath not been 


e from the Obloquy of evil Tongues. For it 
hath been objected, that thoſe antient Heroes, famous 
for their Combating ſo many Giants, and Dragons, 
and Robbers, were in their own Perſons a greater 
Nuiſance to Mankind, than any of thoſe Monſter 
they ſubdued ; and therefore, to render their Obliga- 
tions more compleat, when all other Vermin were 
deſtroyed, ſhould in Conſcience have concluded with 
the ſame Juſtice upon themſelves. Hercules molt ge- 
nerouſly did, and hath, upon that Score, procured to 

himſelf more Temples and Votaries than the beſt 5 
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us dis Fellows. For theſe Reaſons, I ſuppoſe, it is, why 


g all WW ſome have conceived, it would be very expedient for 


the Public Good of Learning, that every True Critic, 


immediately deliver himſelf up to Ratſbane, or Hemp, 
or from ſome convenient Altitude; and that no Man's 
Pretenſions to ſo illuſtrious a Character, ſhould by 
ſome Wl any means be received, before that Operation were 
far. performed. . j Wy 
4 Now, from this Heavenly Deſcent of Cxiticiſu, 
fand the cloſe Analogy it bears to Heroic Virtue, it in 
f all. eaſy to aſſign the proper Employment of a true An- 
a di- ¶ tient Genuine Critic ; which is, to travel thro' this 
gots vaſt World of Writings; to purſue and hunt thoſe 


gat monſtrous Faults bred within them; to drag out the 


-, and lurking Errors, like Cacus from his Den; to multi- 
«tera I ply them like Hyd. as Heads; and rake them toge- 


ther like Augea's Dung: Or elſe drive away a Sort 


of Dangerous Fowl, who have a perverſe Inclination 
to plunder the belt Branches of the Tree of Kiow- 
like thoſe Scymphalian Birds that eat up the 


Definition of a true Critic; that, He is Diſcoverer 
and Collector of Writers Faults ; which may be far- 
I ther put beyond Diſpute by the following Demonſtra- 


World, ſhall immediately find, from the whole Thread 


have been altogether converſant, and taken up with 


takes of other Writers ; and, let the Subje& treated 
on be whatever it will, their Imaginations are ſo in- 
wely poſſeſſed and replete with the Defects of over 

ens, 


ge 2 foon 25 he had finiſhed his Taſk aſſigned, ſhould 


Tarss Reaſonings will furniſh us with an adequate | 


tion: That whoever will examine the Writings in all 
Kinds, wherewith this antient Sect has honoured the 


and Tenour of them, that the Ideas. of the Authors 
the Faults and Blemiſhes, and Overſights, and Miſ- 
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Pens, that the very Quinteſſence of what is bad, does 


of neceſlity diſtil into their own; by which means, 
, the Whole appears to be nothing elſe but an Abfrad 


of the Critici/ms themſelves have made, . _ , 
Havixe thus briefly confidered the Original and 


Office of a Critic, as the Word is underſtood in its 


moſt noble and univerſal 1 J proceed to 
refute the Objections of thoſe. who argue from the Si. 
lence and Pretermiſſion of Authors; by which they 
pretend to prove, chat the very Art of Criticiſu, as 
now exerciſed, and by me explained, is wholly Ma. 
dern; and conſequently, that the Cr:zzcs,, of, Great: 
Britain and France, have no Title to an Original ſo 
Antient and IIluſtrious as I haye deduced. Now, if 
J can clearly make out on the contrary, that the 
ancient Writers have particularly deſcribed, both the 
Perſon and the Office of a True Critic, agreeable 
to the Definition laid down by me; their Grand Ob- 
Jeon, from the Silence of Authors, will fall to the 
Grün. or fo ering! We tolaiot 

I conFEss to have for a long Time born a Part in 
this general Error ; from which I ſhould never have 


acquitted myſelf, . but thro' the Aſſiſtance of our No- 


ble Moderns; whoſe moſt edifying Volumes I turn in- 
defatigably over Night and Day, for the Improve- 
ment of my Mind, and the Good of my Country: 
[Theſe have with unwearied Pains made many uſeful 
Searches into the weak Sides of the Antzents, and gi. 
ven us a comprehenſive Lift of them. Beſides, they 
have proved beyond Contradiction, that the very finell 
Things delivered of old, have been long ſince invent. 
ed, and brought to Light by much later Pens; and 
that the nobleſt Diſcoveries thoſe Antients ever made, 


6 


See Wotton / Antient and Modern Learning. 
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* 


of Art or of Nature, have all been produced by the 


tranſcending Genius of the preſent Age. Which clear- 
ly ſhews, how little Merit thoſe Autients can juſtly 
pretend to ; and takes off that blind Admiration paid 
them by Men in a Corner, who have the Unhappineſs 
of converſing too little with preſent Things. Reflect- 
ing maturely upon all this, and taking in the Whole 
Compaſs of human Nature, I eaſily concluded, that 
theſe Antients, highly ſenſible of their many Imper- 
fections, muſt needs have endeavoured from ſome 
Paſſages in their Works, to obviate, ſoften, or di- 
vert the Cenforiovs Reader, by Satyr, or Panegyric 
upon the Critics, in Imitation of their Maſters, the 
Modern. Now, in the Commom-places of f both theſe, 
I was plentifully inſtructed, by a long Courſe of uſe. 
ful Study in Prefaces and Prologues ; and therefore im- 
mediately reſolved to on what I could diſcover of ei- 
ther, by a diligent Peruſal of the moſt antient Writers, 
and eſpecially thoſe who treated of the earlieſt Times. 
Here I found to my great Surprize, that although 
they all entered, upon Occaſion, into particular De- 
ſcriptions of the True Critic, according as they were 
governed by their Fears or their Hopes ; yet whatever 
they touched of that Kind, was with abundance of | 
Caution, adventuring no farther than Mythology and 
Hieroglyphic. This, I ſuppoſe, gave Ground to ſu- 
perficial Readers, for urging the Silence of Authors, 
againſt the Antiquity of the True Critic, though the 
Types are ſo oppoſite, and the Applications fo neceſſary 


and natural, that it is not eaſy to conceive, how an 


Reader of a Modern Eye and Tafte could overloo 
them. I ſhall venture from a great Number to pro- 
duce a few, which, I am very confident, will put this 
Queſtion beyond Diſpute. | 8 


——— 


7 Satyr, aud Panegyric upon Critics, t 1 


to the Inſtitution of Cxitics; and, that he <P potibly 
>3 
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IIx well deſerves copſlering, that theſe Antient 
Writers, in treating Enigmatically upon the Subject, 
have generally fixed upon the very /ame Hieroglyph, 
varying only the Story, according to their Affections, 
of their Wit. For, firſt; Pauſanias is of Opinion that 
the Perfection of Writing correct, was intirely Wing 


mean no other than the True Critic, is, 1 ink, ma- 
nifeſt enough, from the following Deſcription... He 
ſays, They were a Race of Men, who delighted to nib- 
ble at the Superfluities, and Excreſcencies ' of Books ; 
ewhich the Learned at length obſerving, . took Warn- 
ing of their own Accord, to lop the Luxuriant, the 
Rotten, the Dead, the Saple/s, and the Owvergrowy 
Branches from their Works. But now, all this he cun- 


ningly ſhades under the following Allegory ; that the 


* Nauplians in Argia, learned the Art of Pruning 
their Vines, by obſerving, that, when an ASS had 
browſed upon one of them, it thrived the better, and 
bore fairer Fruit. But + Herodotus, holding the very 
ſame Hieroglyph, ſpeaks much plainer, and almoſt 1 
terminis. He hath been ſo bold as to tax the True Cri. 
tics, of Ignorance and Malice; telling us openly, for 


I think nothing can be plainer, that in the aweftern 


Part of Libya, there were ASSES with HORNS; 
Upon which Relation 4 Czefias yet reſines, mention- 
ing the very ſame Animal about India, adding, That, 


whereas all other ASSES wanted a Gall, theſe 


horned ones were ſo redundant in that Part, that their 
Fleſh was not to be eaten, becauſe of its extreme Bitter, 


nels. | 


* Lib, —— 
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 Þ Vide excerpra ex eo apud Fhotium, 


Now 
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Now the Reaſon why thoſe ancient Writers 
treated this Subject only by Types and Figures, was, 
becauſe they durſt not make open Attacks againſt a 
Party ſo potent and terrible, as the Critics of thoſe 
Ages were; Whoſe very Voice was fo dreadful, that a 
Legion of Authors would tremble, and drop their Pens 
at the Sound; for ſo Herodotus tells us expreſly in a- 
nother * Place, how a vaſt Army of Scythians ras 
put to Flight in a Panic Terror by the Braying of an 
ASS, From hence it is conjectured by certain pro- 
found Philologers, that the great Awe and Reverence 
paid to a True Critic by the Writers of Britain have 
been deprived to Us from thoſe our Scythian Anceſtors. 
8 In ſhort, this Dread was ſo univerſal, that in Proceſs 
Jof Time, thoſe Authors, who had a Mind to publiſh 
their Sentiments more freely, in deſcribing the 7rue 
Critics of their ſeveral Ages were forced to leave off 
the Uſe of the former Hieroglyph, as too nearly ap- 
proaching the Prototype, and invented other Terms 
inſtead thereof, that were more cautious and myſtical: 
So + Diodorus ſpeaking to the ſame Purpoſe, ven- 
tures no farther, than to ſay, That i» the Mountains 
of Helicon, there grows a certain Weed, whith bears 
Ba Flower of ſo damned a Scent, as to poiſon thoſe who 
ofer to ſmell to it. Lucretius gives exactly the ſame Re- 
S 


f + Eft etiam in magnis Heliconis montibus arbos, 
Bitter, Floris odore hominem retro conſueta necare. Lib. 6. 


Bur Ctefias, whom we lately quoted, hath been 2 


— a adit. _ n » n 


5 Lib. 4. | 7 Lib. | | 
i Near Helicon, and round the Learned Hill, 
Cra Trees, «chaſe Bloſſoms avith their Qdour hill, 
| 1 Feat 
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great deal bolder ; he had been uſed with much Se- 
verity by the True Critics of his own Age, and there. 


| Gore could not forbear to leave behind him, at leaft, 


one deep Mark. of his Vengeance againſt the whole 
Tribe. His Meaning is ſo near the Surface, that 1 
wonder how it poſlibly came to be overlooked by 
thoſe who deny the Antiquity of True Critics. Fer 
pretending to make a Deſcription of many ftrange A. 
nimals about India, he hath ſet down theſe remark. 


able Words: Amongſt the reſt, ſays he, there is a Ser. 


pent that wants Teeth, and conſequently cannot bite; 
but if its Vomit (to which it is much addicted happen 
to fall upon any Thing, à certain Rottenneſs or Corruj- 
tion enſues ; Theſe Serpents are generally found among 
#he Mountains where Jewels. grow, and they frequenth 
emit a poiſonous juice; evhereof whoever drinks, that 

Perſon's Brains fly out of his Noftrils. , 20-0 


THERE was alſo among the Antients a Sort of Ci. 
tics, not diſtinguiſhed in Specie from the former, but 
in Growth or Degree, who ſeem to have been on) 
the Tyro's or junior Scholars; yet, becauſe of ther 
differing Employments, they are frequently mention. 
ed as a Sect by themſelves. The uſual Exerciſe d 
theſe younger Students was, to attend conſtantly at 
'Theatres, and learn to ſpy out the worſt Parts of the 
Play, whereof they were obliged carefully to take 
Note, and render a rational Account to their Tutor 
Fleſned at theſe ſmaller Sports, like young Wolves, 
they grew up in Time to be nimble and ſtron _ 

For hunting down large Game. For it back bout . 
ſerved, both among Antients and Moderns, that a 
True Critic hath one Quality in common with a ben 
and an Alderman, never to change his Title or hö 
Nature; that a Grey Critic has been certainly a Gree 
one, the Perfections and Acquirements of his Age be- 
ing only the improved Talents of his Vouth 5 like 
of Ie 1 | a, 
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Hemp, which, ſome Naturaliſts inform us, is bad for 


Suffocations, though taken but in the Seed. I efteem the 


Invention, or at leaſt the Refinement of Prologues, to 


have been owing 10 theſe younger Proficients, of 


whom Terence makes frequent and honourable Men- 
tion, under the Name of Naleuuli. | 


Now, it is certain, the Inſtitution of the Tre Cri- 
rics, was of abſolute Neceſſity to the Commonwealth 
of Learning. For all human Actions ſeem to be di- 
vided, like Themiftocles and his Company; one Man 


can Fiddle, . 1 can make a ſinall Town @ 
that 


great City; and he, cannot do either one or the 
other, deſerves to be kicked out of the Creation. 
The avoiding of which Penalty, has doubtleſs given 
the firſt Birth to the Nation of Critics, and, withal, 
an Occaſion for their ſecret Detractors to report, 
that a True Critic is a Sort of Mechanic, ſet up with 
a Stock and Tools for his Trade, at as little Expence 
as a Taylor; and that there is much Analogy between 
the Utenſils and Abilities of both: That the Taylor's 
Hell is the Type of a Critic's Common-Place-Book, 
and his Wit and Learning held forth by the Goo/e; 
That it requires at leaſt as many of theſe, to the 
making up of one Scholar, as of the others to the 


Compoſition of a Man: That the Valour of both is 


equal, and their Weapons near of a Size. Much may 
be ſaid in Anſwer to thoſe invidious Reflections; and 
I can poſitively affirm the firſt to be a Falſhood: 
For, on the contrary, nothing is more certain, than, 
that it requires greater Layings out, to be free of the 
Critic's Company,, than of any other you can name. 
For, as to be a true Beggar, it will coſt the richeſt 
Candidate every Groat he is worth ; ſo, before one 
can commence a True Critic, it will coſt a Man all 


the good Qualities of his Mind; which, perhaps, for 
TS a leſs 
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a leſs Purchaſe, would be thought but an indifferent 
Bargain. a" 


Havinc thus amply proved the Antiquity of Cr;- 
ziciſm, and deſcribed the Primitive State of it; I ſhall 
now examine the preſent Condition of this Empire, 
and ſhew how well it agrees with its antient Self. 
+ A certain Author, whoſe Works have many Ages 
ince been intirely loft, © does, in his fifth Book, and 
eighth Chapter, ſay of Critics, that their Writings 
are the Mirrors of Learning. This I underſtand in 2 
literal Senſe, and ſuppoſe our Author muſt mean, 
that whoever deſigns to be a perfe& Writer, muſt in- 
ſpe& into the Books of Critics, and correct his Inven- 
tion there, as in a Mirror. Now, whoever conſiders, 
that the Mirrors of the Antients were made of Braſs 
and fine Mercurio, may preſently apply the two prin- 
cipal Qualifications of a True Modern Critic, and con- 
ſequently, muſt needs conclude, that theſe have always 
been, and muſt be for ever the fame. - For Braſs is an 
Emblem of Duration, and, when it is ſkilfully burniſh- 
ed, will caſt Reflections from its own'Superficies, with- 


out any Aſſiſtance of Mercury from behind. All the 
other Talents of a Critic will not require a particular 
Mention, being included, or eaſily deducible to theſe; 


However, I ſhall conclude with three Maxims, which 
may ſerve both as Characteriſties to diſtinguiſh a True 
Modern Critic from a Pretender, and will be alſo of 
admirable Uſe to thoſe worthy Spirits, who engage in 
{o uſeful and honourable an Art. | 


Taz firſt is, That C:7tic;/4n, contrary to all other 
Faculties of the Intelle&, is ever held the trueſt and 
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+ A Quotation after the Manner of a great Author. 
Fide Bentley's Dſertation, &c. 
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concerning Critics. 63 | 
beſt, when it is the very // Reſult of the O-itic's 
Mind: As Fowlers reckon the firſt Aim for the ſureſt, 
d ſeldom fail of miſſing the Mark, if they ſtay not 
or a ſecond. . 


| SzconvLy, The True Critics are known by their 


Talent of ſwarming about the nobleſt Writers, to 


which they are carried meerly by Inſtinct, as a Rat to 

the beſt Cheeſe, or a Waſp to the faireſt Fruit. So, 

when the King is on. Horſeback, he is ſure to be the 
dirtieſt Perſon of the Company; and they that make 

their Court beſt, are ſuch as be/patter him moſt. 


LasTLY, A True Critic, in the Peruſal of a Book, 
is like a Dog at a Feaſt, whoſe Thoughts and Stomach 
are wholly ſet upon what Gueſts fing away, and, con- 
ſequently, is apt to Szar/ moſt, when there are the 
feweſt, Bones... 


Tuus much, I think, is ſufficient to ſerve by Way 
of Addreſs to my Patrons, the True Modern Critics, and 
may very well atone for my paſt Silence, as well as 
That which I am like to obſerve for the future. I hope 
I have deſerved ſo well of their whole Body, as to 
meet with ous and tender Uſage from their Hands. 
as by which Expectation, I go on boldly to 
purſue thoſe Adventures already ſo happily begun. 
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ducted the Reader to a Penidd, Where he muft 
expect to hear of great Revolutions. For no ſoon- 
er had our Learned Brother, fo often mentioned, got à 
warm Houſe of his own over his Head, than he began 
to look big, and take mightily upon him; inſomuch 
that, unleſs the Gentle Reader, out of his great Can- 
dour, will pleaſe a little to exalt his Idea, I am afraid 


be will henceforth hardly know the Hero of. the Play, 


when he happens to meet him; his Part, his Drels, 
and his Mien being ſo much altered. oe 


Hr told his Brothers, he would have them to know 
that he was their Elder, and conſequently his Fathers 


ſole Heir; nay, à while after, he wotild not allow 


them to call him Brother, but Mr. PETE R; and 
then he muſt be ſtyled Father PETER ; and fometimes, 
My Lord PETER. To ſupport this Grandeur, which 
he ſoon began to confider, could not be maintained 
without a better Forde than what he was born to, af. 
ter much Thought, he caſt about at laſt to turn Pro. 
jecter and Virtuoſo ; wherein he ſo well ſucceeded, 
chat many famous Diſcoveries, Projects and Machines, 
Which bear great Vogue and Practice at preſent in 
the World, are owing intirely to Lord PET E R's In- 
vention. I will deduce the beſt Account, I have been 
able to collect, of the Chief amongſt them, without 
cor ſidering much the Order they came out in; be- 
ri I think, Authors are not well agreed as to that 
oint. | | 
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I nor, when this Treatiſe of mine ſhall be tran- 
flated into Foreign Languages (as I may without Va- 
nity affirm, That the Labour of collecting, the Faith- 
fulneſs in recounting, and the great Uſefulneſs of the 
Matter to the Public, will amply deſerve that Juſtice) 
that the worthy Members of the ſeveral Academies 
abroad, eſpecially thoſe of France and 7:aly, will fa- 
vourably accept thefe humble Offers, for the Advance- 
ment of Univerſal Knowledge. I do alſo advertiſe 
the moſt Reverend Fathers the Eaſtern Miſſionaries, 
that I have, purely for their Sakes, made uſe of ſuch 
Words and Phraſes, as will beſt admit an eaſy Turn in- 
to any of the Oriental Languages, eſpecially the Chi 
azſe. And ſo I proceed with great Content of Mind, 
upon reflecting, how much Emolument this whole 
Globe of Earth is like to reap by my Labours, 


Taz firſt Undertaking of Lord Peter, was to pur- 
chaſe a Large Continent, lately ſaid to have been 
diſcovered in Terra Auſtralis incognita. This Tra& 
of Land he ht at a very great Penny-worth from 
the Diſcoverers themſelves (though ſome pretended to 
doubt whether they had ever been there) and then re- 
tailed it into ſeveral Cantons to certain Dealers, who 


Voyage. Upon which, Lord Peter ſold the ſaid Con- 
dinent to other Cuſtomers again, and again, and again, 
and again, with the ſame Succeſs. # 


Tus ſecbnd Project I ſhall mention, was his + 
Sovereign Remedy for the Worms, eſpecially thoſe 42 
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carried over Colonies, but were all ſhipwrecked in the 
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* That i Purgatory. 1 8 
: T > Pang 25 Abſolution are plaid upon under the 
Notion of @ Sovereign N for the Worms, 415 
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10 tue & leen. f The Patient was to eat nothing after 
{AV | Supper for three Nights : As ſoon as he went to Bed, 
Wil he was carefully to-lie on one Side, and when he 
| j rew weary, to turn upon the other: He muſt alſo 
10 duly confine his two Eyes to the ſame Object; and 
10 by no means break Wind at both Ends together, with - 
0 docðblut manifeſt Occaſion, Theſe Preſcriptions W 
19 obſerved, the Worms would void inſenſibly by Perſpi- 
it ration, aſcending through the Brain. 
| ii Arni Invention, was the Erecting of a || if 
10 pering Office, for the Public Good, and Eaſe of all 
i ſuch as are  Hypochondriacal, or troubled with the 
1 Cholic; as Midwives, ſmall Politicians, Friends fal- 
0 len out, Repeating Poets, Lovers Happy or in Deſpair, 
1 Bawds, Privy-Counſellors, Pages, Paraſites and Buf - 
10 foons : In ſhort, of all ſuch as are in Danger of burſt- 
0 ing with too much Vind. An 4/'s Head was placed 
i in | ſo conveniently, that the Party affected might eaſily 
4 I | with his Mouth accoſt either of the Animal's Ears; 
; 0 Which he was to apply cloſe for a certain Space, and 
6 by a fugitive F 9 peculiar to the Ears of that Ani- 
1 mal, receive immediate Benefit, either by Eructation, 
5 m or Expiration, or Evomition. 1 | 
Tre 1 | g 5 
li; py e an bee. mo 


cially in the Spleen, which by obſerving Peter's Pre- 
Seri; tion, would void inſenfibly by Perſpiration, aſcend» 
ing through the Brain, &c. W. Wotton. nt” 
1 Tere the Author ridicules the Penauces of the 
Church of Rome, which may be made as eaſy to the Sin- 
fag he pleaſes, provided he will pay for rhem accortl- 


ns): 1 3 

y his Whiſpering Office, for the Relief of Eweſ- 
droppers, Phyſicians, Baaudi, and Privy-Counſellers, he 
. ridicules Auricular Confeſſion ; and the Prieſt who takes 


Tin it, is deſcribed by the Aſs's Head. W. Wotton, FRY 
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Aue rut dey Blhegecal Projet of Lord Peter's, 
was an Oer of Hfurunte, for Tobacco-Pipes, Mar- 
rs- of "the Mode 1'Zeat; Volumes of Poetry, Sha- 
oy W Bibe 76 1429 Wee HP 1. 
and Rivers: That theſe, 
nor any of thieſe, ſhall* receive Damage by Fire. 
From whence our " Friendlly Societies may Plainly find 
themſelves to be only 'Tfanſtribers from this 5 
nal; though the one and the other have been of great 
Sony to the 0 u 2 as yell as Af . to no 
Pub ic a | 


Lone # dre: R WY as kata 0 On ne 8 
of + Puppets and Rarze-Shiws ; the 5 Uſefulneſs 
whereof being ſo Naa. known, I not enlarge 


{farther upon fhis 


Bur, RON ES Diſcovery for which he was much 0 


renowned, Was his famous Univerſal f Picile. For 


having remarked how your || common Pickle, in uſe 


among Houſewifes, was "of no farther Benefit than to 


preſerve dead Fleſh, and certain Kinds of Vegetables ; 


Feier, with great Coſt as well as Art, had End | 


a Pickle proper for Houſes, Gardens, Towns, Men, 
gs Children, and Cattle ; wherein he could 


— 


—— 
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* This I take to be the je Off of 8 155 groſs 
Abuſes whereof firft gave Occaſion for the Reformation. 
1 believe are the Monkeries and ridiculous Procęſ- 


ons, &c. among the Pafiſts 


Holy Water, be calls an 27 Univerſal Pickle, to pre- 
ſerve Houſes, Gardens, Towns, Men, Women, Children, 
and Cattle, wherein he could preſerve them as ſound as 
Inſefts in Amber. W. Wotton. 

|| This is eaſily underflood to be Holy 17 ater, compoſed 
of the ſame On with many other Pi — 

pre- 


tion in 2 proper 
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preſerve them as ſound as Inſects in Amber. Now, | 


this Pickle to the Taſte, the Smell, and the Sight ap- 
peared exactly the ſame, with what is in comnion Ser- 
vice for Beef, and Butter, and Herrings 15 has been 
often that way applied with great Succels) but for its 
many Sovereign Vartues was à quite different Thing, 
For 3 put in a certain Quantity of his“ 
Powder Pimterlimpimp, after which it never failed of 
Succeſs. The Operation was performed by Spargefac- 
Fink of the Moon. The Patient who 
was to be þ:ci/2d, if it were a Houſe, would infallibl 
be preſerved from all Spiders, Rats and Weazels ; if 
the Party affected were a Dog, he ſhould be exempt 
from Mange, and Madneſs, and Hunger. It alſo in. 
fallibly took away all Scabs and Lice, and ſcalled 
Heads from Children, never hindering the Patient from 


any Duty, either at Bed or Board. | 


Bor of all Peter's Rarities, he moſt valued a cer- 


' tain Set of + Bulls, whoſe Race, was by great For- 


tune . preſerved in a lineal Deſcent from thoſe that 
guarded the Ga/den-Fleece. Tho ſome who pretended 
to obſerve them curiouſly, doubted the Breed had not 


And becauſe Holy Water differs only in Gonſecratim 
from common Water, therefore he tells us that his Picklt 
by the Powder of Pimperlimpimp receives new Virtues, 
though it differs not in Sight nor Smell. from the common 
Pickles, which preſerve Beef, and Butter, and Herrings. 
W. Wotton. . | | 

+ The Papal Bulls are ridiculed by Name, fo that 

here abe ere at us Lofs for the Author's Meaning. W. 

Wotton. | 
Ibid. Here the Author has kept the Name, and mean: 

the Pope's Bulls, or rather his Fulminations, and Excom- 

enunications of Heretical Princes, all ſigned wvith Lead 

aud the Seal of the Fiſherman. . 1 
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been kept intirely chaſte; becauſe they had degene- 
rated from their. Anceſtors in ſome Qualities, and had 
acquired others very extraordinary, but a Foreign 
Mixture. The Bulls of Colebos are recorded to have 
brazen Feet j- but whether it happened by ill Paſture 
and Running, by an Allay from Intervention of other 
Parents, from ſtolen Intrigues : Whether a Weakneſs 
in their Progenitors had fan chebdſeminal Virtue, 
or by a Decline neceſſary through a long Courſe of 
Time, the Originals of Nature being depraved in theſe 
latter finful Ages of the World : IV kitevcr was the 
Cauſe, it is certain, that Lord Peter's Bulls were ex- 
tremely vitiated by the Ruſt of Time in the Metal of 
their Feet, which was now ſank into common Lead. 
However, the terrible Roaring, peculiar to their Line- 
age, was preſerved ;' as likewiſe that Faculty of breath- 
ing out Fire from their Noſtrils ; which, notwithſtand- 
ing, many of their Detractors took to be a Feat of 
Art, to be nothing ſo terrible as it appeared, proceed- 
ing only from their uſual Courſe of Diet, which was 
of * Syqurbs and Crackers. However, they had two 

uliar Marks, which extremely diſtinguiſhed them 
Ren the Bulls of Jaſon, and which I have not met 
together in the Defeription of any other Monſter, be- 
ſide that in Horace: p 1 


Varia inducere plumas; 
Atrum defenit in piſcem. 


For, theſe had Fiſbes Tails, yet, upon Occaſion, could 
ct-fly any Bird in the Air. Peter put theſe Byls up- 
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* Thefe are the Fulminations of the Pape, threaten- 
ins Hell and Damnation. to thoſe Princes wha offend him. 
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on ſeveral Employs. Sometimes he would ſet them x 
roaring, to fright | Naughty Boys, and make them 
quiet. Sometimes he would ſend them out upon Er. 
rands of great Importance; where it is wonderful to 
recount, and perhaps the cautious Reader may think 
much to believe it: An Appetitus ſenfibilis, — 
Itſelf through the whole Family, from their noble An. 
ceſtors, Guardians of the Golden-Fleece ; they conti. 


nued ſo extremely fond of Gola, that if Peter ſent them 


abroad, though it were only upon a Compliment, they 
would Roar, and Spit, and Belch, and Piſi, and Fart, 
and Sniwel out Fire, and keep a perpetual Coyl, till 
you flung them a Bit of Gold; but then, Pulweris exi. 

ui fadtu, they would grow calm and quiet as Lambs. 

n ſhort, whether by ſecret Connivance, or Encourage. 
ment from their Maſter, or out of their own liquoriſh 
Affection to Gold, or boch; it is certain they were no 
better than a Sort of ſturdy, ſwaggering Beggars; 
and, where they could not prevail to get an Alms, 
v/ould make Women miſcarry, and Children ſall into 
Fits; who, to this very Day, uſually call Sprights 
and Hobgoblins by the Name of Bull- Beggars. They 

rew, at laſt, fo very troubleſome to the Neighbour- 
3 that ſome Gentlemen of the North-Meſt, got a 


Parcel of right Egliſb Bull- Dogs, and baited them fo 


terribly, that they felt it ever after. 


I mvusT needs mention one more of Lord Peter's 
Projects, which was very extraordinary, and diſco- 
vered him to be Maſter of a high Reach, and profound 
Invention, Whenever it. happened that any Rogue 
of Newgate was condemned to be hanged, Peter 
would — him a Pardon for a certain Sum of Mo- 
ney, which, when the poor Caitiff had made all Shifts 


y 
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=P bat is, Kings «who incur bis Diſpleaſure, 
to 


„ 


to ſcrape up, and ſend : His Loraſpip would return 
2 + Piece of Paper in this Form. e 


O all Mayors, Sheriffs, Taylors, Conflables, Bay- 
' liffs, Hangmen, &c. Whereas we are informed, 
that A. B. remains in the Hands of you, or any of you, 
under the Sentence of Death. We will and command 
you upon Sight hereof, to let the ſaid Priſoner depart | 
to his con Habitation, whether he ſtands condemned | | 
for Murder, Sodomy, Rape, Sacrilege, Inceſt, Treaſon, = 
Blaſphemy, &c. for which, this ſhall be your Sufficient 9 
Warrant : And if you fail hereof, E- d— mn Tou and 
Yours to all Eternity. And fo we bid you heartily fars- 
wel, 5 


Your moſt Humble 
Man's Man, 
Emperor PETER. 


rar Wretches, truſting to this, loſt their Lives and 
Money too. | 


Loks iE of thoſe, whom the Learned among Poſ- 
terity will appoint for Commentators upon this elabo- 
tate Treatiſe, that they will proceed with great Cau- 
non upon certain dark Points, wherein all, who are 
not Vere adepti, may be in Danger to form raſh and 
haſty Concluſions, eſpecially in ſome myſterious Pa- 


— ——_—_— — 


— 
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I This u a Copy of a general Pardon, ſigned Servus 

Servorum. E 

| Ibid. Ab/elution in Articulo Mortis, and the Tax 

— Cameræ Apoſtolicæ, are jeſted upon in Emperor Peter's 

| Letter, WW Wotton. | 1 1 9 
e n grapbe, 
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ragraphs, where certain Arcana are joined for Breyity 
ſake, which, in the Operation, muſt be divided. And, 
1 am certain, that future Sons of Art will return large 
Thanks to my Memory, for ſo grateful, fo uſeful an 
Innuendo. 5 2 8 : 


Ir will be no difficult Part to perſuade the Reader, 
that ſo many worthy Diſcoveries met with great Suc- 
ceſs in the World; though I may juftly aſſure him, 
that I have related much the ſmalleſt Number; my 
Deſign barn been only to ſingle out ſuch as will be of 


165 moſt Benefit for public Imitation, or which beſt ſerved 
1 to give ſome Idea of the Reach and Wit of the Inven- 
W's tor. And therefore it need not be wondered, if, by 


| 1 this Time, Lord Peter was become exceeding Rich: 

| But, alas! he had kept his Brain ſo long, and fo vi. 
| olently upon the Rack, that at laſt it ook itſelf, and 
Wi began to turn round for a little Eaſe. In ſhort, what 
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11 with Pride, Projects, and Knavery, poor Peter wa 
10 grown diſtracted, and conceived the ſtrangeſt Imagi. 
4188 nations in the World. In the Height of his Fit 


(as it is uſual with thoſe who run mad out of Pride 
he would call himſelf * God Almighty, and ſome- 
times Monarch of the Univerſe. I have ſeen bim 
| (fays my Author) take three old + high - crowned 
Hats, and clap them all on his Head, three Sto- 
ry high, with a huge Bunch of I Keys at his Girdle, 
and an Angling-Rod in his Hand. In which Guile, 
whoever went to take him by the Hand, in the 
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i * The Pope is not only allowed to be the Vicar of Chiilt 

| i but by ſeveral Divines is called God upon Earth, and 

1 ether blaſphemous Titles. 1 5 | 

in | + The Triple Crown, 

* I The Keys of the Church. es . 
Wile Ibid. The Pope's Univer/al Monarchy, and his Tripit 
ö | * Crown, and Fiſher's Ring. W. Wotton, 


Way of Salutation, Peter, with much Grace, like a 


well-educated Spaniel, would 1 them with his 
Foot; and if they refuſed his Civility, then he would 


raiſe it as high as their Chops, and give them a damned 


Kick on the Mouth, which hath ever ſince been called 
Salute. Whoever walked by, without paying him 
their Compliments, having a wonderful ſtrong Breath, 
he would blow their Hats off into the Dirt. Mean 
Time, his Affairs at Home went upſide down, and his 
two Brothers had a wretched 'Time ; where his firſt 
+ Boutade was to kick both their 4 J/iwves one Morn- 
ing out of Doors, and his own too; and in their Stead, 
gave Orders to pick up the firſt three Strolers could 
be met with in the Streets. A while after, he nailed 
up the Cellar-Door ; and would not allow his Bro- 

thers || a Drop of Drin# to their Victuals. Dining 
one Day at an Alderman's in the City, Peter obſervec 

him expatiating after the Manner of his Brethren, 
in the Praiſes of his Sirloin of Beef. Beef, ſaid the 
ſage Magiſtrate, is the King of Meat ; Beef compre- 
bends in it the Quinteſſence of Partridge, and Duail, 
and Veniſon, and Pheaſant, and Plumb-pudding, and 
Cuſtard, When Peter came home, he would needs 
take the Fancy of cooking up this Doctrine into Uſe, 
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Neither does his arrogant Way of requiring Men ta 
1% his Slipper, efeape Reflection. Wotton. - : 

+ This Word properly ſignifies a ſudden Ferk, or Laſp 
of an Horſe, when you do not expett it. 

I The Celibacy of the Romi/b Clergy is ftruck at in 


Peter's beating his own and Brothers Wives out of Doors, 


W. Wotton. 


|| The Pope's refuſing the C. ; to the Laity, perſuading 
them that the Blood is powers. in the Bread, and pr. 
the Bread is the real and intire Body of Chrilt. 


10 | and apply the Precept, in Default of a Sirloin, to his 
1 j brown Loaf: Bread, ſays he, Dear Brothers, is the 
[hit Staff of Life ; in which Bread, is contained, incluſive 
1 the Quinteſſence of Beef, Mutton, Veal, Veniſon, Par. 
bl tridge, Plum-pudding, and Cuftard: And to render all 
10 | compleat, there is intermingled a due Quantity of Water, 
li |  ewhoſe Crudities are alſo corrected by Yeaſt or Barn, 
1 through which means it becomes a wholeſome fermented 


— If 


— 


hy YT 


— 
on. 


1-8 Liguor, diffuſed through the Maſs of the Bread. Upon 
10 * of chele Concluſions, next Day at Din. 
10 ner, was the brown Loaf ſerved up in all the Forma. 
]  lity of a City Feaft. Come Brothers, ſaid Peter, fall 
' 1" to, and ſpare not; here is excellent good * Mutton ; 
THY or hold, now my Hand is in, I'll help you. At which 
Word, in much Ceremony, with F wk and Knife, he 
carves out two good Slices of a Loaf, and preſents 
each on a Plate to his Brothers. The Elder of the 
l two, not ſuddenly entering into Lord Peter's Conceit, 
f 1 began with very civil Language to examine the Myſ- 
T tery. My Lord, ſaid he, I doubt, with great Submiſ⸗ 
hi ſion, there may be ſome Miſtake. What, ſays Peter, you 
are pleaſant ; come then, let us hear this Feſt your 
Head is ſo big with. None in the World, my Lord; 
4 but, unleſs I am very much deceived, your Lordfhip.was 
pleaſed a while ago, to let fall a Word about Mutton, 
and I would be glad to ſee it with all my Heart. 
How, ſaid Peter, appearing in great Surprize, I 4 
1 not comprehend this at all.— Upon which, the 
100 Younger interpoſing, to ſet the Buſineſs aright ; 1 
Lord, ſaid he, my Brother, I ſuppoſe is hungry, and 
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* 'Tranſubſtantiation. Peter turns his Bread inis 
208 Mutton, and, according to the Popiſh Doctrine of Conco- 
* mitants, his Wine too, which in his Way he calls Paum- 
* ing his damned Cruſts upon the Brothers for Mutton. 
| i} | : W. Motion. 
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longs for the Mutton your Lordſhip hath promiſed us to 
Dinner. © Pray, ſaid Peter, take me along with you; 
either you are both mad, or diſpoſed to be merrier than 
1 approve ; if You, there, do not like your Piece, 


I will carve you another, though I ſhould take that to 
be the choice Bit of the whole Shoulder. What then, 


my Lord, replied the firſt, it ſeems this is a Shoulder of 


Mutton all this while. Pray, Sir, ſays Peter, eat your 


Vituals, and leave off your Impertinence, if you pleaſe, 
for I am not difpoſed to reliſh it at preſent : But the o- 
ther could not forbear, being over provoked at the af- 


feed Seriouſneſs of Peter's Countenance: By G—, my 


Lord, ſaid he, I can only ſay, that to my Eyes, and Fin- 
gers, and Teeth, and Noſe, it ag to be nothing but a 
Cruft of Bread, Upon which, the ſecond put in his 
Word: I never ſaw à Piece of Mutton in my Life, fa 
nearly reſembling a Slice from a Twelve-penny Loaf. 
Look, ye, Gentlemen, cries Peter, in a Rage, to convince 
you, what @ couple of blind, poſitive, ignorant, wilful 
Puppies you are, I will aſe but this plain Argument; By 


| G—, it is true, good, natural Mutton as any in Leaden- 


hall Market ; and G— confound yon both eternally, if 
you offer to believe e Such a thundering Proof 
as this, left no further Room for Objection; the two 
Unbelievers began to gather and pocket up their Miſ- 
take as haſtily as they could. y, truly, ſaid the 
Firſt, pox more mature Conſideration.— Ay, ſays the o- 
ther, interrupting him, now 1 have thought better on 
the Thing, your Wy ſeems to have à great Deal of 
Reaſon. 2 well, faid Peter; Here, Boy, fill me a 
Beer-glaſs of Claret ; Here's to you both with all my 
Heart, The two Brethren, much delighted to fee 
him ſo readily appeas'd, returned their moſt humble 


Thanks, and ſaid, they would be glad to pledge his 


Lordſhip. That you ſhall, ſaid Peter ; I am not a Per- 
fon to refuſe yuu any Thing that is reaſonable ; Wine, 
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ſion to that great and famous Rapture, w 
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moderately taken, is a Cordial; here is à Glaſs a Piece 
for you; it is true natural Fuice from the Grape, none 
of your damned Vintners Brewings. Having ſpoke 
thus, he preſented to each of them another large d 
Cruſt, bidding them drink. it off, and not be baſhful, 
for it would do them no Hurt. The two Brothers, 
after having performed the uſual Office in ſuch deli. 
cate Conjunctures, of ſtaring a ſufficient Period at 
Lord Peter, and each other; and finding how Mat. 
ters were like to go, reſolved not to enter on a new 
Diſpute, but let him carry the Point as he pleaſed: 
For he was now got into one of his mad Fits, and to 
argue or expoſtulate further, would only ſerve to ren- 
der him a hundred Times more untractable. 


I rave choſen to relate this worthy Matter in all 

its Circumſtances, becauſe it gave a principal Occa- 

hich hap- 

pened about the ſame Time among theſe Brethren, 

and was never afterwards made up. But of That, I 
ſhall treat at large in another Section. | 


HowEves, it is certain, that Lord Peter, even in 
his lucid Intervals, was very lewdly given in his com- 


mon Converſation, extreme wilful and poſitive, and 


would at any Time rather argue to the Death, than 


allow himſelf once to be in an Error. Beſides, he 


had an abominable Faculty of telling huge palpable 
Lyes upon all Occaſions ; and ſwearing, not only to 
the Truth, but curſing the whole Company to Hell, 


if they pretended to make the leaſt Scruple of belie- 


ving him. One Time, he ſwore he had a + Cox at 


— 


* By this Rupture is meant the Reformation. 
+ The ridiculous multiplying of the Virgin Mary's 
Milk, among ſi the Papiſts, under the Allegory of a Cow, 
which gave as much Milk at a Meal, as would fill 
three thouſand Churches, W. Wotton, | 
home, 
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home, which gave as much Milk at a Meal, as would 
fill three - thouſand Churches; and what was yet more 
extraordinary, would never turn ſour. Another Time 
he was telling of an old“ Sign-Po? that belonged to 
his Father, with Nails and Timber enough on it, to 
build ſixteen large Men of War. Talking one Day 
of Chineſe Waggons, which were made 10 light as 
to ſail over Mountains: Z—— 4, ſaid Peter, where's 
the Wonder of that ? By 6—, 1 ſaw a Þþ large Houſe 
of Lime and Stone, travel over Sea and Land (grant. 
ing that it flopped ſometimes ta bait ) above two Thou- 
ſand German Leagues. And that which was the good 
of it, he would ſwear deſperately all the while, that 
he never told a Lye in his Life; and at every Word; 
By G—, Gentlemen, I tell you nothing but the Truth; 
and the D—1 broil them eternally that will not be- 
hieve me. 8 | | 


In ſhort, Peter grew ſo ſcandalous, that all the 
Neighbourhood began in plain Words to ſay, he was 
no better than a Knave. And his two Brothers, long 
weary of his ill Uſage, reſolved at laſt to leave him; 
but firſt, they humbly deſired a Copy of their Father's 


9 


* By this Sign-Poſt, is meant the Croſs of our Bleſ- 
fed Saum 5 | $ 
+ The Chapel of Loretto. He falls here only upon 
the ridiculous Inventions of Popery : The Church of 
Rome intended by theſe Things, to gull filly, ſuperſtiti- 

cus People, and rook them of their Money; that the World 
had been too long in Slavery, our Anceſtors gloriouſly 
redeemed us from that Toe. The Church of Rome 
therefore ought to be expoſed, and he deſerves well of 

Mankind that does expoſe it. W. Wotton. ne 
Ibid. The Chapel of Loretto, which traveiled from 
the Holy Land te Italy. LEES 
R | > I 2 | Will, 
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Mill, which had now lain by neglected, Time out of 
Mind. Inſtead of granting this Requeſt, he called 
them damned Sons of Whores, Rogues, Traytors, and 
the reſt of the vile Names he could muſter up. How- 
ever, while he was abroad one Day upon his Projects, 
the two Youngſters watched their Opportunity, made 
a Shift to come at the Vill,“ and took a Copia vera, 
by which they preſently ſaw how greſly they had been 
abuſed ; their Father having left them equal Heirs, 
and ſtrictly commanded, that whatever they got, 
ſhould lie in common among them all. Purſuant to 
which, their next Enterprize was to break open the 


_ Cellar-Door, and get a little good + Drink, to ſpirit 


and comfort their Hearts. In copying the Will, 
they had met another Precept againſt Whoring, Di- 


vorce, and ſeparate Maintenance; Upon which, their 


next + Work was to diſcard their Concubines, and 
ſend for their Wives. Whilſt all this was in Agj- 
tation, there enters a Sollicitor from Nezvgate, deſi- 
ring Lord Peter would pleaſe to procure a Pardon 


for a Thief that was to be hanged to-morrow. But 


the two Brothers told him, he was a Coxcomb, to 
ſeek Pardon from a Fellow, who deſerved to be 
hanged much better than his Client; and diſcover- 
ed all the Methods of that Impoſture, in the ſame 
Form I delivered it a while ago; adviſing the Sol- 
licitor to put his Friend upon obtaining | a Pardi 
from the King, In the Midſt of all this Clutter and 


1 A — 4 


* Tranſlated the Scriptures into the Vulgar Tongues. 
+ Adminiſtered the Cup to the Laity at the Communion 
Allowed the Marriages of Prieſts. | 8 
7 Directed Penitents not to truſt to Pardons and Ab- 
ſolutions procured for Money, but ſent them to implort 
4 Mercy of Gad, from wwhenie alone Remiſſion is to b 
obtained. | f 1 5 f 
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Revolution, in comes Peter with a File of * Dragoons 
at his Heels, and gathering from all Hands what was 
in the Wind, he and his Cas, after ſeveral Millions 
of Scurrilities and Curſes, not very important here to 
repeat, by main Force, very fairly + kicks them both 
out of Doors, and would never let them come under 
his Roof from that Day to this. 


Po 
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* By Peter's Dragoons, is meant the Civil Power, 
which thoſe Princes, who were bigotted to the Romiſh 
duperſtition, employed againſt the Reformers. 1 7 
1 The Pope ſhuts all who diſſent from him out of the 


Church. 


—— 


r. . 
A Digreſſion in the Modern Kind, 


7 E whom the World is pleaſed to honour with 
the Title of Modern Authors, ſhould never have 
been able to compaſs our great Deſign of an everlaſt- 
ing Remembrance, and never-dying Fame, if our En- 
deavours had not been ſo highly ſerviceable to the 
general Good of Mankind. This, O Univer/e, is the 
adventurous: Attempt of me thy Secretary ; 


m— Duenwvis perferre laborem 
Suadet, & inducit noctes vigilare ſerenas. 


To this End, I have ſome Time ſince, with a 
World of Pains and Art, diſſected the Carcaſs of Hu- 
man Nature, and read many uſeful Lectures upon the 
ſeveral Parts, both Containing and Contained ; till at 
laſt it felt ſo ſtrong, I could preſerve it no longer. 
Upon which, I have been at a great Expence to fit up. 
all the Bones with exact Contexture, and in due Sym- 
1 metry; 


9 


- 
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metry; ſo that I am ready to ſhew a compleat Ana- 
tomy thereof to all curious Gentlemen and others. But 
not to digreſs farther in the Midſt of a Digreſſion, as 
I have known ſome Authors incloſe Digreſſions in one 
another, like a Neſt of Boxes; I do affirm, that having 
carefully cut up Human Nature, I have found a very 
ſtrange, new, and important Diſcovery ; That the 
public Good of Mankind is performed by two Ways, 
tnftrufion and Diverſion. And I have farther proved 
in my ſaid ſeveral Readings (which perhaps the 
World may one Day ſee, if I can prevail on any Friend 
to ſteal a Copy, or on any certain Gentleman of my 
Admirers, to be very importunate) that, as Mankind 
is now diſpoſed, he receives much greater Advantage 


by being Diverted than Iaſiructed; His Epidemical 
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UW Diſeaſes being Faſtidioſity, Amorphy, and Oſcitation; 
| whereas, in the preſent univerſ; Empire of Wit and 
. Learning, there ſeems but little Matter left for In- 
100 Atruction. However, in Compliance with a Leſſon. of 
I great Age and Authority, I have attempted carrying 
11 the Point in all its Heights; and accordingly, through - 
Ft ll out this divine Treatiſe, have ſkilfully kneaded up 
1 both together with a Layer of tile, and a Layer of 
Ins | Nute, . 5 
l 1 Wu I éconſider how exceedingly our illuſtri- 
| 1 ous Moderns have eclipled the weak glimmering 
10 Lights of the Anutients, and turned them out of the 
W's Road of all faſhionable Commerce, to a Degree, that 
| "nh : our choice * Town-Wits of moſt refined Accompliſh- 

TH _— — — 
| 5 * The learned Perſon, here meant by our Author, hath 
0 1 been endeavouring to aunihilate fo many ancient Writers, 
* that, until he is pleaſed to flop his Hand, it will be dan- 
ii  gerous to rm, whether there have been any Antients in 
1 —S 1 
1 e ments, 
N . 
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ments, are in grave Diſpute, whether there have been 
ever any Antients or no: In which Point we are like 


to receive wonderful Satisfaction from the moſt uſe- 


ful Labours and Lucubrations of that Worthy Modern, 
Dr. B—zley : I ſay, when I conſider all this, I can- 


not but bewail, that no famous Modern have ever 


yet attempted an univerſal Syſtem in a ſmall por- 
table Volume, of all Things that are to be Known, 
or Believed, or Imagined, or Practiſed in Life. I 
am however forced to acknowledge, that ſuch an En- 
terprize was thought on ſome Time ago by a great 
Philoſopher of * O. Braxile. The Method he pro- 
poſed, was, by a certain curious Receipt, a Noeſfrum, 
which, after his untimely Death, I found among his 
Papers; and do here, out of my great Affection to 


the Modern Learned, preſent them with it, not doubt- 


ing, it may one Day encourage ſome worthy Un- 
A = 

YOU take fair correct Copies, well bound in Calf"s- 
Skin, and Lettered at the Back, of all Modern Bodies of 


Arts and Sciences whatſoever, and in what Language 


ou pleaſe. Theſe you diftil in balneo Mariz, infi/ing 


Quinteſſence of Poppy, Q. S. together with three 


Pints of Lethe, to be had from the Apothecaries. You 
cleanſe away carefully the Sordes and Caput mortuum, 
letting all that is volatile evaporate. You preſerve 
enly the firſt Running, which is again to be. diflilled 
ſeventeen Times, till what remains will amount to a- 
bout two Drams. This you keep in a Glaſs-Vial Hermo- 
tically ſealed for one aud twenty Days. Then you begin 


IM This is an imaginary Nand, of Kin to that, which 
7s called the Painters Wives Iſland, placed in ſome un- 


known Part of the Ocean, meerly at the Fancy of the 


Map-maker. 
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our Cathelick Treatiſe, taking every Morning fa ing 


(Arſt Shaking the Vial) three Drops of this Kai 
ſnuffing it ſirongly up your Noſe. [t- will dilate itſelf 
about the Brain (where there is any) in fourteen Mi. 
nutes, and you immediately ferceive in your Head an 
infinite Number of Abſtracts, Summaries, Compendi- 
um's, Extracts, Collections, Medulla's, Excerpta 
quædam's, Florilegia's, and the like, all diſpoſed into 
great Order, and reducible upon Paper. 


I mwvsT needs own, it was by the Aſſiſtance of this 
Arcanum, that I, tho' otherwiſe impar, have adven- 
tured upon ſo daring an Attempt ; never atchieved 
or undertaken before, but by a certain Author cal- 
led Heme, in whom, tho' otherwiſe a Perſon not 
without ſome Abilities, and for an Antient, of a to- 
lerable Genius: I have diſcovered many groſs. Errors, 
which are not to be forgiven his very Aſhes, if by 
chance any of them are felt For whereas we are 
aſſured, he deſigned his Work for a + compleat Bo- 
dy of all Knowledge, Human, Divine, Political, and 
Mechanic; it is manifeſt, he hath wholly neglect- 
ed ſome, and been very imperfe& in the reſt. For, 
firſt of all, as eminent a Cabbaliſt as his Diſciples 
would repreſent him, his Account of the Opus mag- 
num 15 extremely poor and deficient ; he ſeems to have 
read, but very. ſuperficially, either Sendiwogus, Beh- 
men, or J Anthropofophia Theomagica. He is alſo 


—— r 


' Þ+ Homerus oinnes res humanas Poematis complexus eft. 
Xenoph. in conviv. . 5 

f 4 Treatiſe wwritten about fifly Years ago, by a 
Welſh Gentleman of Cambridge, bi Name, as I re- 
member was Vaughan, as appears by the Anſwer to it 
avrit by the learned Dr. Henry Moor; it is a Piece 


of 
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Parts of Knowledge, wherein cue excel the Antients. 
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quite miſtaken about the Sphæra Pyroplaſtica, a Neg- 
le& not to be attoned for; and (if the Reader will 


admit fo ſevere a Cenſure) Fix crederem Autorem 


hune unquam audiwiſſe ignis vocem. His Failings are 


not leſs prominent in ſeveral Parts of the Mechanics. 


For, having read his Writings with the utmoſt Ap- 
plication uſyal- among Modern Wits, I could never yet 
diſcover the leaſt Direction about the Structure of 
that uſeful Inſtrument, a Sawe-a//. For want of 
which, if the Maderns had not lent their Affiftance, 


we might yet have wandered in the dark. But I 


have fill behind, a Fault far more notorious to tax 
the Author with; I mean, || his groſs Ignorance in 
the Common Laws of this Realm, and in the Doctrine, 
as well as Diſcipline of the Church of England. A 


Defect indeed for which, both he and all the Anti- 


ents ſtand moſt juſtly cenſured by my worthy and in- 
genious Friend, Mr. Metin, Batchelor of Divini- 
ty, in his incomparable Treatife of Ancient and Mo- 
dern Learmng ; a Book never to be ſufficiently valued, 


whether we conſider the happy Turns and Flowings 


of the Author's Wit, the great Uſefulneſs of his ſub- 
lime Diſcoveries upon the Subject of Flies and Spittle, 
or the laborious Eloquence of his Stile. And I can- 
not forbear doing that Author the Juſtice of my pub- 
lic Acknowledgments, for the great Helps 74 Lift- 


_ ings I had out of his incomparable Piece, while I was 


penning this Treatiſe. 
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of the moſt unintellegible Fuſtian, 
ever publiſhed in any Language. | 
M.. W-tt-n (to whom our Author never gives a- 
ny Quarter in his Compariſon of Antient and Modern 
Learning, numbers Divinity, ' Lawv, &c. among theſe 


that, perhaps, was 


Bur 


_ Wo I Digreſſim 


Bor, beſides theſe Omiſſions in Homer, already 
mentioned, the curious Reader will alſo obſerve ſeve. 
ral Defects in that Author's Writings, for which he is 
not altogether ſo accountable. For whereas every 
Branch of Knowledge has received: ſuch wonderful 
Acquirements ſince his Age, eſpecially within theſe 


laſt three Years, or thereabouts ; it is almoſt impoſſi- 


ble, he could be ſo very perfect in Modern Diſcove- 
ries, as his Advocates pretend. We freely acknow. 
ledge him to be the Inventor of the Compaſs, of Gun- 


Powder, and the Circulation of the Blood: But, 1 


challenge any of his Admirers, to ſhew me, in all his 
Writings, a compleat Account of the Spleen; does he 
not all 

Magering? What can be more defective and unſa- 
tisfactory than his long Diſſertation upon Tea? And 
as to his Method of Saliwation without Mercury, ſo 
much celebrated of late, it is, to my own Knowledge 
and Experience, a 'Thing very little to be relied on. 


Ix was to ſupply ſuch momentous Defe&s, that I 
have been prevailed on, after long Sollicitation, to 
take Penin Hand; and I dare venture to promiſe, the 
Judicious Reader ſhall find nothing negleQed here, 
that can be of Uſe upon any Emergency of Life, I 
am confident to have included and exhauſted all that 
Human Imagination can /e or Fall to. Particular- 
ly, I recommend to the Peruſal of the Learned cer- 
tain Diſcoveries that are wholly untouched by others ; 
whereof I ſhall only mention among a great many 
more ; My new Help of Smatterers, or the Art of being 
NDeep-learued, and Shallow-read. A curious Invention 
about Mouſe-Traps. An Univerſal Rule of Reaſon, or 


Every Man his own Catwer ; together with a moſt uſe- 


ful Engine for catching of Owls, All which the judi- 


cious 


leave us wholly to ſeek in the Art of Political 
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cious Reader will find largely treated on, in the ſeve- 
ral Parts of this Diſcourſe. | | 


I noLD myſelf obliged to give as much Light as is 
poſlible, into the Beauties and Excellencies of what I 
am writing, becauſe it is become the Faſhion and 
Humour moſt applauded among the firſt Authors of 
this Polite and Learned Age, when they would cor- 
rect the III- Nature of Critical, or inform the Igno- 
rance of courteous Readers. Beſides there have been 
ſeveral famous Pieces lately publiſhed, both in Verſe 
and Proſe; wherein, if the Writers had not been 
pleaſed, out of their great Humanity and Affection to 
the Public, to give us a nice Detail of the Sublime, 
and the Admirable they contain; it is a thouſand to 
one, whether we ſhould ever have difcovered one Grain 
of either, For my own particular, I cannot deny, 
that whatever I have ſaid upon this Occaſion, had 
been more proper in a Preface, and more agreeable 
to the Mode, which uſually directs it there. But I 
here think fit to lay hold on that great and honoura- 
ble- Privilege of being the Laſt Writer; I claim an 
abſolute Authority in Right, as the fre/heſt Modern, 
which gives me a Deſpotic Power over all Authors 
before me. In the Strength of which Title, I do 
utterly diſapprove and declare againſt that pernicious 
Cuſtom, of: making the Preface a Bill of Fare to the 
Book, For I have always looked upon it as a high 
Point of Indiſcretion in Menffer-mongers, and other 
Retailers of flrange Sights; to hang out a fair large 
Picture over the Door, drawn after the Life, with 
a moſt eloquent Deſcription underneath, : IT his hath 
ſaved me many a Three-pence ; for my Curioſity 
was fully ſatisfied, and I never offered to go in, though 
often invited by the urging and attending Orator, 
with his laſt moving and ſanding Piece of _ 

| | in, 
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Sir, Upon my Word, abe are juft going to begin. Such is 
exactly the Fate, at this Time, of Prefaces, Epiſſles, 
Adwertiſements, Introductions, Prolegomena s, Appara- 
tus s, To the Readers. This Expedient was admirable 
at firſt ; our Great Dryden has long carried it as far as 
it would go, and with incredible Succeſs. He hath 
often ſaick to me in Confidence, that the World would 
have never ſuſpected him to be ſo great a Poet, if he 
had not aſſured them ſo ht in his Prefaces, 
that it was impoſlible they could either doubt or for- 
get it. Perhaps it may be ſo; however, I much 
fear, his Inſtructions have edified out of their Place, 


and taught Men to grow wiſer in certain Points, 


where he never intended they ſhould ; for it is lamen- 
table to behold, with what a lazy Scorn many of the 
yawning Readers of our Age, do now a- days twirl 
over forty or fifty Pages of Preface and Dedication 
(which is the uſual Modern Stint) as if it were ſo much 
Latin. Though it muſt be alſo allowed on the other 
Hand, that a very confiderable Number is known to 
proceed Critics and Wits, by reading nothing elſe. 
Into which two Factions, I think, all prefent Rea- 
ders may juſtly be divided. Now, for myſelf, I pro- 
feſs to be of the former Sort; and therefore having 
the Modern Inclination to expatiate upon the Beauty 


of my own Productions, and diſplay the 8 00 Parts 


of my Diſcourſe, I thought beſt to do it in the Body 
of the Work, where, as it now lies, it makes a very 
conſiderable Addition to the Bulk of the Volume, «a 


Circumſiance by no Means to be neglected by a ſtilful. 


Mriter. 


Havins thus paid my due Deference and Acknoe⸗ 
ledgment to an eſtabliſhed Cuſtom of our neweſt Au- 


thors, by a long Digreſſion unſought for, and an uni- 


<er/al Cenſure unprowoted; by forcing into the Light, 
| With 
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with much Pains and Dexterity, my own Excellencies, 


and other Men's Defaults, with great Juſtice to my- 
ſelf, and Candour to them; I now happily reſume 
my Subject, to the infinite Satisfaction, both of the 
Reader and the Author. | 


SECTION VI 
4 TALE ff TU, 


W E left Lord Peter in open Rupture with his 
two Brethren; both for ever diſcarded from 
his Houſe, and reſigned to the wide World, with lit- 
tle or nothing to truſt to. Which are Circumſtances 
that render them proper Subjects for the Charity of 4 
Writer's Pen to work on ; Scenes of Miſery, ever af- 
fording the faireſt Harveſt for great Adventures. And 
in this, the World may perceive the Difference be- 
tween the Integrity of a generous Author, and that 
of a common Friend. The latter is obſerved to ad- 
here cloſe in Proſperity, but on the Decline of For- 
tune, to drop ſuddenly off. Whereas, the generous 
Author, juſt on the contrary, finds his Hero on the 
Dunghil, from thence, by gradual Steps, raiſes him 
to a Throne, and then immediately withdraws, ex- 
pecting not ſo much as Thanks for his Pains : In Imi- 
tation of which Example, I have placed Lord Peter in 
a Noble Houſe, given him a Title to wear, and Mo- 
ney to ſpend. There I ſhall leave him for ſome Time; 
returning where common Charity directs me, to the 
Aſſiſtance of his two Brothers, at their loweſt Ebb. 
However, I ſhall by no Means forget my rae? 
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of an Hiſtorian; to follow the Truth, Step by Step, 
whatever happens, or where- ever it may lead me. 


Tux two' Exiles, fo nearly united in Fortune and 


Intereſt, took a Lodging together ; where, at their 
firſt Leiſure, they began to reflect on the numberleſs 
Misfortunes and Vexations of their Life paſt, and 
could not tell, on the ſudden, to what Failure in their 
Conduct they ought to impute them; when, after 
ſome Recollection, they called to Mind the Copy of 
their Father's Will, which they had ſo happily reco- 
vered. This was immediately produced, and a firm 
Reſolution taken between them, to alter whatever was 
already amiſs, and reduce all their future Meaſures 
to the ſtricteſt Obedience preſcribed therein. The 
main Body of the Will (as the Reader cannot eaſily 


have forgot) conſiſted in certain admirable Rules 


about the wearing of their Coats; in the Peruſal 
whereof, the two Brothers at every Period, duly com- 
paring the Doctrine with the Practice, there was never 
{cen a wider Difference between two Things: horri- 
ble, downright Tranſgreſſions of every Point. Upon 
which, they both reſolved, without further Delay, to 
fall immediately upon reducing the Whole, exaQly 
after their Father's Model. | | 


Bur, here it is good to ſtop the haſty Reader, ever 
impatient to ſee the End of an Adventure, before we 
Writers can duly prepare him for it. I am to record, 


that theſe two Brothers began to be diſtinguiſhed at 


this Time, by certain Names. One of them defired 
to be called MARTIN, and the other took the 
Appellation of JACK. Theſe two had lived in 


1 


— 


1 


* Martin Luther, 
+ John Calvin, | 
much 


ch 
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much Friendſhip and Agreement, under the Tyranny 


of their Brother Peter, as it is the Talent of Fellow- 


Sufferers to do ; Men in Misfortune, being like Men 
in the Dark, to whom all Colours are the ſame : But 
when they came forward into the World, and began 
to diſplay themſelves to each other, and to the Light, 
their Complexions appeared extremely different; 
which the preſent Poſture of their Affairs, gave them 
ſudden Opportunity to diſcover. EO 


Bur, here the ſevere Reader may juſtly tax me as 
a Writer of ſhort Memory, a Deficiency to which a 
true Modern cannot but, of Neceſſity, be a little ſub- 
ject. Becauſe, Memory being an Employment of the 
Mind upon 'Things paſt, is a Faculty, for which the 
Learned in our IIluſtrious Age have no Manner of 
Occaſion, who deal intirely with Invention, and 
ſtrike all Things out of themſelves, or, at leaſt, by Col- 
lifion, from each other: Upon which Account, we 
think it highly reaſonable to produce our great For- 
getfulneſs, as an Argument unanſwerable for our great 
Wit. I ought, in Method, to have informed the Rea- 
der, about fifty Pages ago, of a Fancy Lord Peter took, 
and infuſed into his Brothers, to wear on their Coats 
whatever Trimmings came up in Faſhion ; never pul- 
ling off any as they went out of the Mode, but keep- 
ing on all together; which amounted, in Time, to a 
Medley, the moſt Antic you can poſſibly conceive ; 
and this to a Degree, that upon the 'Time of their fal- 
ling out, there was hardly a Thread of the Original 
Coat to be ſeen : But an infinite Quantity of Lace, and 
Ribbands, and Fringe, and Embroidery, and Points ; 
(I mean, only thoſe * tagged with Silver, for the reſt 


* Points tag ged with Silver, are theſe Doctrines that 
Promete the Greatneſs and Wealth of the Church, which 
rave been therefore wowen deepeſt in the Body of Popery. 

Whew - 


fell off.) Now this material Circumſtance having been 
forgot in due Place, as good Fortune hath ordered, 
comes in very properly here, when the two Brothers 
are juſt going to reform their Veſtures into the primi- 

tive State, preſcribed by their Father's Will. 1 5 


Tnty both unanimouſly entered upon this great 
Work, looking ſometimes on their Coats, and ſome- 
times on the Vill. Martin laid the firſt Hand, at one 
Twitch brought off a large Handful of Points; and, 

with a ſecond Pull, ſtripped away ten Dozen Yards of 
Fringe. But when he had gone thus far, he demurted 
a while: He knew very well, there yet remained a 
Treat deal more to be done ; however, the firſt Heat 
ben over, his Violence began to cool, and he re- 
ſoived to proceed more moderately in the reſt of the 
Work; having already narrowly pry op a ſwinging 
Rent in pulling off the Points, which, bemg tagged 
æbith Silver (as we have obſerved before) the judicious 
Workman had, with much Sagacity, double ſown, to 
preſerve them from falling. Reſolving therefore to rid 
his Coat of a huge Quantity of Gold-Lace, he picked 
up the Stitches with much Caution, and diligently 
gleaned out all the looſe Threads as he went, Which 
proved to be a Work of Time. Then he fell about 
the embroidered Indian Figures of Men, Women, and 
Children; againſt which, as you have heard in its 


due Place, their Father's Teſtament was extremely ex. 


act and ſevere : Theſe, with much Dexterity and Ap 
plication, were, after a while, quite lic} or 
utterly defaced. For the reſt, where he obſerved the 
Embroidery to be worked ſo cloſe, as not to be got 


away without damaging the Cloth, or where it ſerved 


to hide or firengthen any Flaw in the —_ of the 
Coat, contracted by the perpetual tampering of Work- 


let 


. 
7 i 


men upon it; he concluded, the wiſeſt Courſe was to 
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ket it remain, reſolving in no Caſe whatſoever, that 
the Subſtance of the Stuff ſhould ſuffer Iojury ; which 
he thought the beſt Method for ſerving the true Intent 
and Meaning of his Father's Vill. And this is the 
neareſt Account I have been able to collect, of Mar- 
tin's Proceedings upon this great Revolution, 


BuT his Brother Jack, whoſe Adventures will be 
ſo extraordinary, as to furniſh a great Part in the Re- 
mainder of this Diſcourſe; entered upon the Matter 
with other Thoughts, and a quite different Spirit. For 
the Memory of Lord Peter's Injuries produced a De. 
gree of Hatred and Spight, which had a much greater 
Share of inciting him, than any Regards after his Fa- 
ther's Commands, fince theſe appeared, at beſt, only 
ſecondary and ſubſervient to the other. However, for 
this Medley of Humour, he made a Shift to find a ve- 
ry plauſible Name, honouring it with the Title of 
Zeal ; which is, perhaps, the moſt ſignificant Word 
that hath been ever yet produced in any Language; 
as, I think, I have fully proved, in my excellent Ana- 
htical Diſcourſe upon that Subject; wherein, I have 
deduced a Hrftori-theo-phy/i-logical Account of Zeal, 
ſhewing how it firſt proceeded from a Netion into a 
Mord, and from thence, in a hot Summer, ripened 
into a tangible Subflance. This Work, containing 
three large Volumes in Folio, I deſign very ſhortly to 
publiſh, by the Modern Way of Subſcription, not 
doubting, but the Nobility and Gentry of the Land 
will give me} all poſſible Encouragement ; having had 
already ſuch a Taſte of what I am able to perform. 


I xecorD therefore, that Brother 7 ack, Brim- full 
of this miraculous Compound, reflecting with Indigna- 
tion upon Peter's Tyranny, and farther provoked by 
the Deſpondency of Martin; prefaced his Reſolutions | 
to this Purpoſe. What, ſaid he, 4 IG locked up 
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bis Drink, turned away our Wives, cheated ns of oa 


Fortunes; paumed his damned Cruſts upon us for Mutton ; 
and, at laſt, kicked us out of Doors ; muſt due be in his 
Faſhions, with a Pox ! a Raſcal, beſides, that all ibe 
Street cries out againſt. Having thus kindled and in- 
flamed himſelf, as high as poſſible, and by Conſe- 
quence in a delicate Temper for beginning a Refarma- 
tion, he ſet. about the Work immediately, and, in 


three Minutes, made more. Diſpatch than Martin had. 


done in as many Hours. For (courteous Reader), you, 


are given to underſtand, that Zeal is never ſo highly. 
obliged, as when you ſet ita Tearing 5 and Fack, who. 
doated on that Quality in himſelf, allowed it at this 


Time its full Swinge. Thus it happened, that ſtrip. 


ping down a Parcel of Gald- Lace, a little too haſtily, 


he rent the main Body of his Coat from Top to Bot- 
tom; and whereas his Talent was not of the happieſt 
m taking up a Stitch, he knew no better Way, than to 
dern it again with Packthread, and a, Skewwer,, But 


the Matter was yet infinitely. worſe (I record, it with, 
Tears) when he proceeded to the Embroidery : Fer, 
being clumſy by Nature, and of Temper impatient; 


withal, beholding Millions of Stitches that required the 
niceſt Hand, and ſedateſt Conſtitution, to extricate; 
in a great Rage, he tore off the whole Piece, Cloth 
and all, and flung it into the Kennel, and furiouſly 


thus continued his Career; Ab, Good Brother Martin, 


faid he, do as 1 ds, for the Love of Go; Strip, Tear, 
Pull, Rena, Flay off all, that we may appear as un- 
like the Rogue Peter as it is poſſible 3, I would nat, for. an 
hundred Founds, carry the leaſt Mark about me, that 


4 


might give Occafion to the Neigh bours, of ſuſpecting that 


1 xvas related to fuch a Raſcal. But, Martin, who at 
this Time happened to be extremely flegmatic and ſe- 
date, begged his Brother, of all Love, net to damage 
hes Goat by any Meant; for he never would get ſuch a- 
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rot her: Defired him to confider, that it was not their 
Buſineſs to form their Actions by any Reflection upon Pe- 
ter, but by obſerving the Rules preſcribed, in their Fa- 
, #her's Will. That he ſhould remember, Peter was ftill 
their Brother, whatever Faults or Injuries he had com- 
mitted ; and therefore they ſhould, by all Means, avoid 
fuch a Thought, as that of taking Meaſures for Good and 
Ewil, from no other Rule than of Oppeſition to him. 
That it was true, the Teſtament of their good Father 
was Very exact in what related to the wearmg of their 
Coats; yet was it no leſs penal and firi in preſcribing 
Agreement, and Frienaſbip, and AQ Fection between them. 
And therefore, if flraining a Point were at all aiſpen- 
fable, it would certainly be fo, rather to the Advance of 
Unity, than Increaſe of Contradiaion, 26 


MART IN had fill proceeded as gravely as he be- 
gan; and doubtleſs would have delivered an admirable 
Lecture of Morality, which might have exceedingly. 
contributed to my Reader's Repoſe, both of Bod) and 
Mind (the true ultimate End of Ethics; but Jack was 
already gone a Flight-ſhot beyond his Patience. And, 
as in Scholaſtic Diſputes, nothing ſerves to rouſe the 
Spleen of him that Oppoſes, ſo much as a Kind of pe- 
dantic affected Calmnets-in the Reſpondent ; Diſpu- 
tants being for the moſt Part like unequal Scales, 
where the Gravity of one Side advances the Ligbe- 
net of the other, and cauſes it to fly up, and kick the 
Beam: So it happened here, that the Weight of Mar- 
tin's Argument exalted - Fack's Levity, and made 
him fly out and ſpurn againſt his Brother's Moderation. 
In ſhort, Martin's Patience put Jack in a Rage; but, 
that, which moſt afflided him, was, to obſerve his 
Brother's Coat ſo well reduced into the State of -Innd- 
cence ; while his own was either wholly rent to Bis 

Shirt ; or thoſe Places, which had eſcaped his crue 
TE 0 latched . 
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Clutches, were ſlill in Peter's Livery. So that he 
looked like a drunken Beau, half rifled with Bullies; 
or like a freſh Tenant of Newgate, when he has re- 
fuſed the Payment of Garniſb; or like a diſcovered 
Shep-lifter, left to the Mercy of Exchange-Women ;- or 
like a Bawd in her old Velvet Petticoat, reſigned into 
the ſecular Hands of the Mobile. Like any, or like 
all of theſe, a Medley of Rags and Lace, and Rents, 
and Fringes, unfortunate Jack did now appear: He 
would have been extremely glad to ſee his Coat in the 
Condition of Martin's, but infinitely gladder to find 
that of Martin's in the ſame Predicament with his. 


However, fince neither of thefe was likely to come to 


Fab, he thought fit to lend the whole Buſineſs another 


urn, and to dreſs up Neceſlity into a Virtue. There- 
fore, after as many of the Fox's Arguments, as he could 


- muſter up, for bringing Martin to Reaſon, as he called 
it ; or, as he meant it, into his own ragged, bobtailed 


Condition; and obſerving he faid all to little Purpoſe ; 


what, alas! was left for the forlorn Jack to do, but after 


2 Million of Scurrilities againſt his Brother, to run mad 


with Spleen, and Spight, and Contradiction. To be 
ſhort, here began a mortal Breach between theſe two. 
a 2. went immediately to New Lodgings, and in a few 
. Days, it was for certain reported, that he had run out 
of his Wits, In a ſhort Time after, he appeared a- 
broad, and confirmed the Report, by falling into the. 
oddeſt Whimftes that ever a ſick Brain conceived. 


| Axpo now the little Boys in the Streets began to ſa- 


fute him with ſeveral Names. Sometimes they would 


call him * Zack the Bald; ſometimes, + Fack with a 


—— 2 


— _ 
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— 


* That is, Calvin, from Calvus, Bald. 
+ A. thoſe who pretend to inward Light. 


* 


 Lantharn; 


— 


mr; 
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Lan horn; ſometimes, I Dutch Fack ; ſometimes, | 


French Hugh; ſometimes, * Jom the Beggar; an 


ſometimes, + Knecking Jack of the North. And it was 
under one or ſome, -or all of theſe Appellations (which 
I leave the learned Reader to determine) that he hath 


given Riſe to the moſt Illuſtrious and Epidemic Se& of 


Holiſis, who, with honourable Commemoration, do 
ſtill acknowledge the Renowned FACXK for their 
Author and Founder, Of whoſe Original, as well as 
Principles, I am now advancing to gratify the World 
with a very particular Account. 


nn——_——_ Mello contingens cuncta Lepore. 


2 


. —— 


t Jack of Leyden, auh gave Riſe to the Anabaptiſls. 
he Hugono ts. 

* The Gueuſes, by which Name ſome Prateſtants in 

Flanders were called. © 5 Era by 

+ John Knox, tbe Reformer of Scotland. 
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I Digreſſm in Praiſe of Digreſſons. 


HAVE ſometimes heard of an Iliad in a Nut. 
fell; but it hath been my Fortune to have much 


oftener ſeen a Nut-/hell in an Jliad. There is no 


doubt that Human Life has received moſt wonderful 
Advantages from both; but to which of the two the 
World is chiefly indebted, I ſhall leave among the 
Curious, as a Problem worthy of their utmoſt Enqui- 
ry. For the Invention of the Latter, I think the 
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96 A Digreſſun 
Commonwealth of Learning is chiefly obliged to the 
great Modern Improvement of Digre/tons : I he late R.. 
ae in Knowledge, running parallel to thoſe of 
Dyet in our Nation, which, among Men of a judicious 
Taſte, are dreſſed up in various Compounds, conſiſting 
in Soups and Ollio's, Fricafſees and Ragout. 


Ir is true, there is a Sort of moroſe, detracting, ill. 
bred People, who pretend utterly to diſreliſh theſe po- 
lite Innovations; and as to the Similitude from Dyet, 
they allow the Parallel, but are ſo bold to pronounce 
the Example itſelf, a Corruption and Degeneracy of 
Taſte. They tell us, that the Faſhion of jumbling fifty 
Things together in a Diſh, was at firſt introduced in 
Compliance to a depraved and debauched Appetite, as 
well as to a crazy Conſtitution : And to ſee a Man hunt- 
ang through an Ollio, after the Head and Brains of a 
Goeſe, a Wigeon, or a Woodcock, is a Sign he wants a 
Stomach and Digeſtion for more ſubſtantial Victuals. 
Farther, they affirm, that Digreſſions in a Book are like 
Foreign Troops in a State, which argue the Nation to 


want a Heart and Hands of its own ; and often, either 


Subdue the Natives, or drive them into the moſt unfruit- 
Fel Corners. 


Bur, after all that can be objefted by theſe ſuper- 
cilious Cenſors; it is manifeſt, the Society of Writers 
would quickly be reduced to a. very inconſiderable 
Number, if Men were put upon making Books, with 
the fatal Confinement of delivering nothing beyond 
what is to the Purpoſe. It is acknowledged, that 
were the Cafe the ſame among Us, as with the Greeks 
and Romans, when Learning was in its Cradle, to be 
reared and fed, and cloathed by Izwention ; it would 
be an eaſy Taſk to fill up Volumes upon particular 
Occaſions, without farther expatiating from the Sub- 
Jeas than by moderate Excurſions, helping to advance 
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in Praiſe of Digreſſions. 97 
or clear the main Deſign. But with Knowledge, it has 
fared as with a numerous Army, encamped in a fruit- 
ful Country; which for a few Days, maintains itſelf by 
the Product of the Soil it is on; till, Proviſions being 
ſpent, they are ſent to forage many a Mile, among 
Friends or Enemies, it matters not. Mean while, the 
neighbouring Fields, trampled and beaten down, be- 
come barren and dry, affording no Suſtenance but 
Clouds of Duft. hens 


Taz whole Courſe of Things, being thus intirely 
changed between Us and the Antients; and the Moderns 
wiſely ſenfible of ic, we of this Age have diſcovered a 
ſhorter, and more prudent Method, to become Scholars 
and Wits, without the Fatigue of Reading or of Think- 
ing. The moſt accompliſhed Way of uſing Books at 
preſent is two fold: Either firſt, to ſerve them as ſome 
Men do Lords, learn their Tiles exacily, and then 
brag of their Acquaintance, Or Secondly, which is 
indeed the choicer, the profounder, and politer Method, 
to get a thorough Inſight into the Index, by which the 
whole Book is governed and turned, like Fiches by the 
Tail. For, to enter the Palace of Learning at the great 
Gate, requires an Expence of Time and Forms ; there- 
fore Men of much Haſte and little Ceremony, are con- 


tent to get in by the Back-Doer. For, the Arts are 


all in a fying March, and therefore more eafily ſub- 
dued by attacking them in the Rear. Thus Phyficians 
diſcover the State of the whole Body, by conſulting 
only what comes from Bebind. Thus Men catch Know- 
ledge by throwing their Vit on the Poſteriors of a Book, 
as Boys do Sparrows with flinging Salt upon their Tails. 
Thus Human Life is beſt underſtood by the Wiſe Man's 
Rule of Regarding the End. Thus are the Sciences 
found like Hercultf's Oxen, by tracing them Backwards... 
Thus are old Sciences unravelled like old Stockings, by 
beginning at the ort. ee 
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BrstpzEs all this, the Army of the Sciences hath 
been of late, with a World of Martial Diſcipline, drawn 
into its cleſe Order, ſo that a View, or a Muſter, may 


be taken of it with Abundance of Expedition, For this 


great Bleſſing we are wholly indebted to Syffems and 

Alſtracis, in which the Modern Fathers of Learning, 

like prudent Uſurers, ſpent their Sweat for the Eaſe of 

us their Children. For Labour is the Seed of 1dleneſh, . 
and it is the peculiar Happineſs of our Noble Age to 

gather the Frait. 5 | 


Now the Method of growing Wiſe, Learned, and 
Sublime, having become ſo regular an Affair, and fo 
eſtabl.ſhed in all its Forms; the Numbers of Writers 
muſt needs have increaſed accordingly, and to a Pitch 
that has made it of abſolute Neceſſity for them to in- 
terfere continually with each other, Beſides, it 1s 
reckoned, that there is not, at this preſent, a ſufficient 
Quantity of new Matter left in Nature, to furniſh and 
adorn any one particular Subject to the Extent of a Vo- 
lume. This I am told by a very ſkilful Computer, 
who hath given a full Demonſtration of it from Rules 
of Arithmetic, N 


Tuts, perhaps, may be objected againſt, by thoſe 
who maintain the Infinity of Matter, and, therefore, 
will not allow that any Species of it can be exhauſted. 
For Anſwer to which, let us examine the nobleſt Branch 
of Madirn Wit or Invention, planted and cultivated by 
the preſent Age, and which, of all others, hath born 
the moſt, and the faireſt Fruit. For though ſome Re- 
mains of it were left us by the Antrents, yet have not 
any of thoſe, as I remember, been tranſlated or com- 
piled into Syſtems for Modern Uſe. Therefore We 
may affirm, to our own Honour, that it has, in ſome 

Sort, been both invented, and brought to a Perfection 


by 
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by the ſame Hands. What I mean, is that highly 
celebrated Talent 2 the Modern Wits, of dedu- 


cing Similitudes, Alluſions, and hg e very 
Surpriſing, Agreeable, and Appoſite, from the Puden- 
da of either Sex, together with heir proper Uſes. And 
truly, having obſerved how little Invention bears 
any Vogue, beſides what is derived into theſe Chan- 
nels, J have ſometimes had a Thought, that the hap- 
py Genius of our Age and Country, was propheti- 
cally held forth by that antient * typical Deſcription 


of the Indian Pygmies; whoſe Stature did not exceed 


above two Foot ; ſed quorum ee craſſa, & ad tales 
uſque pertingentia. Now, I have been very curious 
to inſpect the late Productions, wherein the Beauties 
of this Kind have moſt prominently appeared. And al- 
though this Vein hath bled ſo freely, and all Endea- 
vours have been uſed in the Power of Human Breath, 
to dilate, extend, and keep it open; like the Scyzhians, 
+ who had a Cuſtom, and an Inſirument, to blow up the 
Privities of ther Mares, that they might yield the mort 
Milk: Yet I am under an 3 it is near 
rowing dry, and paſt all Recovery; and that either 
ome new Fonde of Wit ſhould, if poſſible, be provid- 
ed, or elſe that we muſt even be content with Repe- 
tition here, as well as upon all other Occaſions. 


Tuts will ſtand as an unconteſtable Argument, that 
our Modern Wits are not to'reckon upon the Infinity 
of Matter, for a conſtant Supply. What remains 
therefore, but that our laſt Recourſe muſt be had to 
large Indexes, and little Compendiums, Quotations muſt 
be plentifully gathered, and booked in Alphabet ; to 
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this End, though Authors need be little conſulted, yet 


Critics, and Commentators, and Lexicons carefully muſt. 
But above all, thoſe judicious Collectors of bright Parts, 
and Flowers, and Obſervanda's, are to be nicely dwelt 
on; by ſome called the S:zeves and Houlters of Learn- 
ing; though it is left undetermined, whether they 
dealt in Pearls or Meal ; and conſequently, whether 
we are more to value that which paſſed through, or 
what Haid behind. TIO 


By theſe Methods, in a few Weeks, there tarts 
up many a Writer, capable of managing the pro- 
foundeſt, and moſt univerſal Subjects. For, what 
though his Head be empty, provided his Common-Place- 


| Book be full; and if you will bate him by the Circum. 


ſtances of Method, and Stile, and Grammar, and Irven- 
rion; allow him but the common Privileges of tran- 
ſcribing from others, and digreſſing from himſelf, as 
often as he ſhall ſee Occaſion ; He will defire no more 
Ingredients towards fitting up a Treatiſe, that ſhall 
make a very comely Figure on a Bookſeller's Shelf, 
there to be preſerved neat and clean, for a long Eterni- 
ty, adorned with the Heraldry of its Title, fairly in- 
{cribed on a Label; never to be thumbed or greaſed 
by Students, nor bound to everlaſting Chains of Dark- 
neſs in a Library : But, when the Fulneſs of Time is 
come, ſhall happily undergo the Tryal of Purgatory, 
in order ro aſcend the Sky, | 


W1iTHouT theſe Allowances, how is it poſſible, 
we Modern Wits ſhould ever have an Opportunity to 
introduce our Collections, lifted under fo many thou- 
ſand Heads of a different Nature? for want of which, 
the Learned World would be. deprived of infinite 
Delight, as well as Inſtruction, and we ourſelves bu- 
ned beyond Redreſs in an inglorious and undiſtinguiſh- 
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From ſuch Elements, as theſe, I am alive to be- 
hold the Day, wherein the Corporation of Authors 
can out- vie all its Brethren in the Field. A Happineſs 
derived to us with a great many others, from our Scy- 
thian Anceſtors; among whom, the Number of Pers 
was ſo infinite, that the * Grecian Eloquence had no 
other Way of expreſſing it, than by ſaying, That in 
the Regions, far to the North, it was hardly poſſible for 
a Man to travel, the very Air was fo replete with Fea- 
thers. | 


Tus Neceſſty of this Digreſſion will eaſily excuſe 


the Length; and I have choſen for it as proper a 
Place as I could readily find. If the judicious Reader 


can aſſign a fitter, I do here impower him to remove 


it into any other Corner he pleaſes. And ſo I return 
with great Alacrity to purſue a more important Con- 
cern. 1 0 5 | 


* Herodot. L. 4. 


SECT. VII. 
A TALE of a TUB. 


HE Learned + Zolifts maintain the Origi- 

nal Cauſe of all Things to be Wind, from 
which Principle this whole Univerſe was at firſt 
produced, and into which it muſt at laſt be reſol- 
ved ; that the ſame Breath which had kindled, and 
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blew ap the Flame of Nature, ſhould one Day blow 
- If owe, | | 


Quod procul a nobis fectat Fortuna gubernans. 
Tuis is what the Adepti underſtand by their Ani. 


ena Mundi; that is to ſay, the Spirit, or Breath, or 


Wind of the World; for examine the whole Syſtem 


by the Particulars of Nature, and you will find it not 
.to be diſputed. For, whether you pleaſe to call the 


Forma informans of Man, by the Name of Spiritus, 
Animus, Afflatus, or Anima; What are all theſe but 
ſeveral Appellations for Wind“ which is the ruling 
Element in every Compound, and into which they 
all reſolve upon their Corruption. Farther, what is 
Life itſelf, but, as it is commonly called, the Breath 
of our Noſtrils? Whence it is very juſtly obſerved by 
Naturaliſts, that Vind ſtill continues of great Emolu- 


ment in certain Myſteries not to be named, giving Oc- 


caſion for thoſe happy Epithets of Turgidus, and Infla- 
tus, apply'd either to the Emittent, or ecipient Organs, 


By what I have pathered out of antient Records 


I find the Compaſs of their Doctrine took in two an 


thirty Points, wherein it would be tedious to be very 
eee However, a few of their moſt important 


 Precepts, deducible from it, are by no means to be o- 


mitted ; among which the following Maxim was of 
much Weight; That fince Wind had the Mafter- 
ſhare, as well as Operation in every Compound, by 
eonſequence, thoſe beings muſt be of chief Excellence, 
wherein that Primordium appears moſt prominently 
to abound ; and therefore, Man is in higheſt Perfec- 

5 the great 
een endued with three dil- 


Bounty of Philoſophers, 
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tint Auima's or Winds to which the Sage oliſu- 
with much Liberality, have added a fourth of equal 
Neceſſity, as well as Ornament with the other three; 
by this quartum Principium, taking in our four Cor- 
ners of the World ; which gave Occaſion to that Re- 
nowned Cabbaliſt, + Bumbaſius, of placing the Bo- 
dy of Man, in due Poſition to the four Cardiaal 


Points. | 


Is Conſequence of this, their next Principle was, 
that Man brings with him into the World a peculiar 
Portion or Grain of Wind, which may be called a 
Quinta eſſentia, extracted from the other four. This 
Nuintelſſence is of a Catholic Uſe 2 all Emergen- 
cies of Life, is improvable into all Arts and Sciences, 
and may be wonderfully refined, as well as enlarged 
by certain Methods in Education. This, when blown 
up to its Perfection, ought not to be covetouſly hoard- 
kj up, ſtifled, or hid under a Buſhel, but freely com- 
municated to Mankind. Upon theſe Reaſons, and 
others of equal Weight, the Wiſe Zoli/ts affirm the 
Gift of BELCHING, to be the nobleſt Act of a 
Rational Creature. To cultivate which Art, and ren- 
der it more ſerviceable to Mankind, they made uſe of 
ſeveral Methods. At certain Seaſons of the Lear, 
you might behold the Prieſts among them in vaſt Num- 
bers, with their || Mouths gaping wide enough againſt a 
Storm. At other Times were to be ſeen ſeveral Hun- 
dreds linked together in a circular Chain, with every 
Man a Pair of Bellows applied to his Neighbour's 


Mm 


+ This is one of the Names of Paracelſus ; He war” 
ng Chriftophorus, Theophraſtus, Paracelſus, Bum 
aſtus. | „ 
|| This is meant of thoſe Seditious Preachers, <ubo blows 
»þ the Seeds of Rebellion, &c. | — 
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Breech, 
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Breech, by which they blew up each other to thy 
Shape and Size of a Tun; and for that Reaſon, with 
great Propriety of Speech, did uſually call the Bodies, 
their Ye/els. When, by theſe, and the like Perfor. 
mances, they were grown ſufficiently replete, they 
would immediately depart, and difembogue, for the 
Public Good, a-plentiful Share of their Acquirementz 
into their Diſciples Chaps. For we muſt here obſerve, 
that all Learning was eſteemed among them to be 
compounded from the ſame Principle. Becauſe, Firſt, 
it is generally affirmed, or confeſſed, that Learning 
puffeth Men up And Secondly, they proved it by the 
following Syllogiſm; Words are but Wint; and Learn- 
ing is nothing but Words ; Ergo, Learning is nothing 
but Wind. For this Reaſon, the Philoſophers amon 

them did, in their Schools, deliver to their Pupils i} 
their Doctrines and Opinions by Eructation, wherein 
they had acquired a wonderful Eloquence, and of 
incredible Variety. But the great CharaQteriſtic, by 
which their chief Sages were beſt diſtinguiſhed, was 
a certain Poſition of Countenance, which gave un- 
doubted Intelligence to what Degree or Proportion 
the Spirit agitated the mward Mais. For, after cer- 
tain Gripings the Vind and Vapours iſſuing forth; 
having firſt, by their Turbulence and Convulſions with- 
in, cauſed an Earthquake in Man's little World; diſ- 
torted the Mouth, bloated the Cheeks, and gave the 
Eyes a terrible Kind of Relievo. At which Junctures, 
all their Be/ches were received for Sacred, the ſourer 
the better, and ſwallowed with infinite Conſolation by 
their meager Devotees. And to render theſe. yet more 
compleat, becauſe the Breath of Man's Life is in his 
Noſtrils, therefore, the choiceſt, moſt edifying, and 
moſt enlivening Be/ches were very wiſely conveyed 
through that Vehicle, to give them a Tincture as they 
paſſed. | 8 | 
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Tnzix Gods were the four Winds, whom they 
worſhipped, as the Spirits that pervade and enliven 
the Univerſe, and as thofe from whom alone all J- 
ſoiration. can properly be ſaid to proceed. However, 
the Chief of theſe, to whom they performed the A- 
doration of Latria, was the Almighty-North. An an- 
tient Deity, whom the Inhabitants of Megalopolrs in 
Greece had likewiſe in the higheſt Reverence : * Or- 
num Deorum Boream maxime celebrant. This God, 
though endued with wa was yet ſuppoſed by the 
profounder /Zol:/?s, to poſſeſs one peculiar Habitation, 
or (to ſpeak in Form) a Calum Empyræum, wherein 
he was more intimately preſent. This was ſituated 
in a certain Region, well known to the ancient Greeks, 
by them called, Exclia, or the Land of Darkneſs... 
And although many Controverſies have ariſen upon that 
Matter ; yet ſo much is undiſputed, that, from a Re- 
gion of the /ike Denomination, the moſt refined oli 
have borrowed their Original; from whence in eve- 
ry Age, the Zealous, among their Prieſthood, have 
brought over their choiceſt //piration, - fetching it 
with their own Hand from the Fountain-head, in 
certain Bladders, and diſploding it among the Secta- 
ries in all Nations, who did, and do, and ever will, 
daily graſp and pant after it. 


Now, their Myfteries and Rites were performed | 


| in this Manner. It is well known among the Learn- 


ed, that the Virtuoſo's of former Ages had a Con- 
trivance for carrying and preſerving Winds in Caſks 
or Barrels, which was of great Aſliſtance upon long 
Sea Voyages; and the Loſs of ſo uſeful an Art, at 
preſent, is very much to be lamented, though I know 
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not how, with great Negligence omitted by * Pane: 
rullus. It was an Invention aſcribed to AZolus himſelf, 


from whom this Se& is denominated, and who, in 
Honour of their Founder's Memory, have, to this 
Day, preſerved great Numbers of thoſe Barrel, 
whereof they fix one in each of their Temples, firk 
beating out the Top; into this Barrel, upon Solemn 
Days, the Prieſt enters; where, having Fase duly 
prepared himſelf by the Methods already deſcribed, a 


Hecret Funnel is alſo conveyed from his Poſteriors, to 


the Bottom of the Barrel, which admits new Supplies 
of Inſpiration from a Northern Chink or  Crany, 
Whereupon, 72 behold him ſwell immediately to 
the Shape and Size of his Veel. In this Poſture he 


5 diſembogues whole 'Tempeſts upon his Auditory, as 


the Spirit from beneath gives him Utterance ; which 
iſſuing ex adytis, and penetralibus, is not performed 
without much Pain and Gripings. And the Wind, in 
breaking forth, + deals with his Face, as it does with 
that of the Sea, firſt b/ackening, then 4wrinkling, and, 
at laſt, burſting it into a Foam. It is in this Guiſe, the 
Sacred Æoliſt delivers his oracular Belches to his pant- 
ing Diſciples; of whom, ſome are greedily gaping 
after the ſanctified Breath; others are all the while 
hymning out the Praiſes of the Winds; and, gently 
wafted to and fro by their. own Humming, do thus 
repreſent the ſoft Breezes of their Deities appeaſed. 


Ir is Form this Cuſtom of the Prieſts, that ſome 


Authors maintain theſe .Zo/:jts to have been very an- 


— 


— 


of Arts loſt, and of Arts invented. _ e "APE 
+ This is an exad Deſcription of the Changes madt 
in the Face by Enthuſiaſtic Preachers. ; 
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tient in the World. Becauſe the Delivery of their 
Myſteries, which I have juit now mentioned, appears 
exactly the ſame with that of other antient Oracles, 
whoſe Inſpirations. were owing to certain ſubterrane- 
ous E filuwiums of Wind, delivered with the ſame Pain 
to the Prieſt, and much about the /ame Influence on 
the People. It is true, indeed, that theſe were fre- 
quently. managed and directed by Female Officers, 
whoſe Organs were underſtood to be better diſpoſed 
for the Admiſſion of thoſe Oracular Gs, as enter- 
ing and paſling up through a Receptacle of greater Ca- 
pacity, and cauſing alſo a Pruriency by the Way, ſuch 
as, with due Management, hath been refined from 
Carnal, into a Spiritual Extaſy. And, to ſtrengthen 
this profound ConjeQure, it is farther inſiſted, that 
this Cuſtom of * Female Prieſts is kept up ſtill, in cer- 
tain refined Colleges of our Modern Z 115 who are 
agreed to receive their Inſpiration, derived through the 
Receptacle aforeſaid, like their Anceſtors, the S:by/s. 


And, whereas the Mind of Man, when he gives 
the Spur and Bridle to his Thoughts, doth never ſtop, 
but naturally ſallies out into both Extreams of High. 

and Low, of Good and Evil; his firſt Flight of Fancy 
commonly tranſports Him to Ideas of what 1s molt 
perfect, finiſhed, and exalted ; till having ſoared out 
of his own Reach and Sight, not well perceiving how 
near the Frontiers of Height and Depth border upon 
each other; with the ſame Courſe and Wing, he falls 
down plum into the loweſt Bottom of Things; like 
one who travels the Eaſt into the Weſt; or like a ſtrait 
Line drawn by its own Length into a Circle. Whether 


* 
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a TinQure of Malice- in our Natures, makes us fond' 
of furniſhing every bright Idea with its Reverſe ; or, 
whether Reaſon, refleEmg: upon the Sum of Things, 
can, like the Sun, ſerve only to enlighten one half of 
the Globe, leaving the other half, by Neceſſity, un- 

der Shade and Darkneſs ; or, whether Fancy, flyin 
up to the Imagination of what is Higheſt and Belt, 
becomes over-ſhort, and ſpent, and weary, and ſud- 
denly falls, like a dead Bird of Paradiſe, to the Ground. 
Or, whether after all theſe Melaphyſical Conjectures, 
J have not intirely miſſed the true Reaſon ; the Pro- 
poſition, however, which hath ſtood me in ſo much 
Circumſtance, is altogether true; that, as the moſt 
uncivilized Parts of Mankind, have ſome Way or other 
climbed up into the Conception of a God, or Supreme 
Power, ſo they have ſeldom forgot to provide their 
Fears with certain ghaſtly Notions, which, inſtead of 
better, have ſerved them pretty tolerably for a Devil. 
And this Proceeding ſeems to be natural enough ; for 
it is with Men, whoſe Imaginations are lifted up very 
high, after the ſame Rate, as with thoſe, whoſe Bodies 
are ſo; that, as they are delighted with the Advan- 
tage of a nearer Contemplation wpwards, ſo they are 
equally terrihed with the diſmal Proſpect of the Preci- 
ru below. Thus, in the Choice of a'/Dewzl, it hath 
een the uſual Method of Mankind, to ſingle out ſome 
Being, either in Act, or in Viſion, which was in moſt 
Antipathy to the God they had framed, Thus alſo the 
Sect of Moliſss poſſeſſed themſelves with a Dread, and 
Horror, and Hatred of two malignant Natures, be- 
twixt whom, and the Deities they adored, perpetual 
Enmity was eſtabliſhed. The firſt of theſe, Was the 
pe Camelion, iworn Foe to {n/{iration, who, in erte 
0 C- 
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devoured large Influences of their God, without refund- 
ing the ſmalleſt Blaſt by Eradtation. The other was a 
huge terrible Monſter, called Moulinavent, who, with 
four ſtrong Arms, waged eternal Battle with all their 
Divinities, dexteroully turning to avoid their Blows, 


and repay them with Intereſt. 


Tavs furniſhed, and ſet out with Gods, as well as 
Dewils, was the renowned Se& of Æoliſit, which makes, 
et this Day, fo illuſtrious a Figure in the World, and 
whereof, that polite Nation of Laplanders are, beyond 
all Doubt, a moſt authentic Branch; of whom, I there- 


fore cannot, without Injuſtice, here omit to make ho- 
nourable Mention; ſince they appear to be ſo cloſely 


allied in Point of Intereſt, as well as Inclinations, with 


their Brother Moliſis among us, as not only to buy 


their Winds by Wholeſale from the /ame Merchants, 
but alſo to retail them after the /ame Rate and Method, 


and to Cuſtomers much alike. 


No w, whether the Syſtem, here delivered, was 


_ Wholly compiled by Fact, or, as ſome Writers believe, 
rather copied from the Original at Delphos, with cer- 


1 
tain Additions and Emendations, ſuited to the Times 
and Circumſtances, 1 ſhall not abſolutely determine. 
This I may affirm, that Zack 2 it, at leaſt, a new 
Turn, and formed it into the ſame Dreſs and Model, 
as it lies deduced by me. 


I avs long ſought after this Opportunity, of doing 
Juſtice to a Society of Men, for whom I have a pecu- 
lar Honour, and whoſe Opinions, as well as Practices, 
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here, any more than by the terrible Man ßer, mentioned in 
the following Lines, called Moulinavent, «which is the 
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have been extremely miſrepreſented, and traduced; by 
the Malice or Ignorance of their Adverfaries. For, I 
think it one of the greateſt, and beſt of human Actions, 
to remove Prejudices, and place Things in their traeſt 
and faireſt Light; which I therefore boldly undertake, 


without any Regards of my own, beſide the Conſcience, 
the Honour, and the Things. 5 
Ay on | | | \ 10 4 gh 
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A Digreſſion concerning the Original, the Uſe and 
Improvement of Madneſs in a Commonwealth, .. 
NR TOR fhall it any Ways detract from the juſt 

Reputation of this famous Sect; that its Riſe 

and Inſtitution are owing to ſuch an Author, "as I 
have deſcribed Fack to be ;' a Perſon whoſe Intellec- 
tuals were over-turned, and his Brain ſhaken out of its 
natural Poſition; which we commonly ſuppoſe to be 
a Diſtemper, and call by the Name of Madneſs or 
Phrenzy. For, if we take a Survey of the greateſt Ac- 
tions that have been performed in the World, under the 
Influence of ſingle Men; which are, 7% E/abliſhment 
of New Empires by Conqueſt"; the Advance and Progreſs 
of New Schemes in Philoſophy; and the Contriving, as 
cell as the Propagating of | New Religious: We ſhall 
find the Authors of them all, to have been Perſons, 
whoſe natural Reaſon hath admitted great Revolutions 
from their Diet, their Education, the Prevalency of 
ſome certain Temper, together with the particular In- 
Auence of Air and Climate. Beſides, there is ſome- 
ing individual in human Minds, that eaſily kindles 
$54 
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at the accidental Approach and Colliſion of certain Cir- 
cumſtances, which, though of paultry and mean Ap- 
pearance, do often flame out into the greateſt Emer- 
gencies of Life. For great Turns are not always given 
by ſtrong Hands, but by lucky Adaption, and at pro- 

Seaſons; and it is of no Import, Where the Fire 
was kindled, if the Vapour has once got up into the 
Brain. For the upper Region of Man, is furniſhed like 


the middle Region of the Air: The Materials are form- 


ed from Cauſes of the wideſt Difference, yet produce 


at laſt the ſame Subſtance and Effect. Miſts ariſe from 


the Earth, Steams from Dunghils, Exhalations from 
the Sea, and Smoke from Fire; yet all Clouds are the 
ſame in Compoſition, as well as Conſequences; and 
the Fumes, iſſuing from a Jakes, will furniſh as 
comely and uſeful a Vapour, as Incenſe from an Al- 
tar. Thus far, I ſuppoſe, will eaſily be granted me; 
and then it will follow, that as the Face of Nature 


never produces Rain, but when it is over- caſt and. diſ- 


turbed, ſo human Underſtanding, ſeated in the Brain, 


muſt be troubled and overſpread by Vapours, aſcend- 


ing from the lower Faculties, to water the Invention, 
and render it fruitful. Now, although theſe Vapours 
(as it hath been already ſaid) are of as various Ori- 
ginal, as-thoſe of the Skies; yet the Crop they pro- 
duce, differ both in Kind and Degree, meerly accord- 
ing to the Soil. L will produce two Inſtances, to prove 
and explain what I am now advancing. 8 


* A CERTAIN Great Prince raiſed a mighty Army, 


filled his Coffers with infinite Treaſures, provided an 


invincible. Fleet, and all this, without giving the leaſt 


Part of his Deſign to his ae iiſters, or his 


neareſt Favourites. Immedia 


tely the whole World 
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was alarmed ; the neighbouring Crowns, in trembling 
Expectations, towards what Point the Storm woule 
burſt; the ſmall Politicians, every where forming pro- 
found Conjectures. Some believed he had laid a Scheme 
for Univerſal Monarchy: Others, after much Inſight, 
determined the Matter to be a Project for pulling down 
the Pope, and ſetting up the Reformed Religion, which 
had once been his own. Some, again, of a deeper Sa- 
gacity, ſent him into Aa to ſubdue the Turk, and re- 
cover Paleſtine. In the midſt of all theſe Projects and 
Preparations, a certain * State-Surgeon, gathering the 
Nature of the Diſeaſe by theſe Symptoms, attempted 
the Cure, at one Blow performed the Operation, broke 
the Bag, and out flew the Yapour ; nor did any Thing 
want to render it a compleat e only, that the 
Prince unfortunately happened to die in the Perfor- 
mance. Now, is the Reader exceeding curious to learn, 
from whence this Yapour took its Riſe, which had ſo 
long ſet the Nations at a Gaze] What ſecret Wheel, 
what hidden Spring could put into Motion fo wonder- 
ful an Engine: It was afterwards diſcovered, that the 
Movement of this Whole Machine had been directed by 
an abſent Female, whoſe Eyes had raiſed a Protuberan- 
cy, and, before Emiſſion, ſhe was removed into an E- 
nemy's Country. What ſhould an unhappy Prince do 
in ſuch tickliſh Circumſtances as theſe ? He tried in 
yam Pr Poet's neyer-failing Receipt of Corpora guæ- 
Que ; LOT, | FOIL T6601. Ss 


Ligue petit corpus mens unde off Jancia amore ; 
Unde feritur, es tend, geſtitque core. Luer. 


Elavixc to no Purpaſe uſed all peaceable Endea - 


* Ravillac, ach ſtabbtd Henry the Great in Bit Caach. 
„ Vous, 
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vours, the collected Part of the Semen, raiſed and in- 
flamed, became aduſt, converted to Choler, turned head 
upon the ſpinal Duct, and aſcended to the Brain: The 
very N ee that influences à Bully to break the 
Windows of a Whore, who has jilted him, naturally 
ſtirs up. a great Prince to raiſe mighty Armies, and 
dream of nothing but Sieges, Battles, and Victories. 


—— Teterrima Bell: 


Taz. other“ Inſtance is, what I have read ſome- 
where, in a very antient Author, of a mighty King, 
who, for the Space of above thirty Years, amuſed him- 
ſelf to take, and loſe Towns; beat Armies, and be 
beaten ;. drive Princes out of their Dominions ; fright 
Children from their Bread and Butter; bura, fy 


waſte, plunder, dragoon, maſſacre Subject and Stran- 


ger, Friend and Foe, Male and Female. It is recorded, 
that the Philoſophers of each Country were in grave 
Diſpute, upon Cauſes Natural, Moral, and Political, 
to find out where they ſhould affign an original Solu- 
tion of this Phenamenn, At la, th 

Circulation, ſeized upon that Region of Human Bo- 
dy, ſo renowned for furniſhing the + Zibot Occidenta- 


of the World for that Time in Peace. Of ſuch migh- 


— — 


* This is meant of the preſent French King. . 


lis, and, gathering there into a Tumor, left the reſt 


I Paracelſus, au awas /o famous fur Chymiſiry, tried 


an Experiment upum human Excrement, to make a Per- 
fume of it; which, when he had brought to Perfection, 
he called Zibeta Occidentalis, er Weſtern Civet, he 


back Parts of Man (according to his Diviſion mentioned 
by the Author, Page 103. being the Weſt, | 
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ii | „At lait, d e Vapour or Spirit, 
which animated the Hero's Brain, being in perpetual 
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ty Conſequence it is, where thoſe Exhalations fix; and 
of ſo little, from whence they proceed. The ſame 
Spirits, which, in their ſuperior Progreſs, would con- 
-quer a Kingdom, deſcending upon the Anus, conclude 


7 


in a Fiftula, 


Lr us next examine the great Introducers of new 
Schemes in Fhiloſophy, and ſearch till we can find, 
from what Faculty of the Soul the Diſpoſition ariſes in 
mortal Man, of taking it into his Head, to advance 
new Syſtems with ſuch an eager Zeal, in Things agreed 
on all Hands impoſſible to be known: From what 
Seeds this Diſpoſition ſprings, and to what Quality of 
human Nature theſe grand Innovators have been in- 
debted for their Number of Diſciples. Becauſe it js 
Plain, that ſeveral of the Chief among them, both 
Antient and Modern, were uſually miſtaken by their 
Adverſaries, and, indeed, by all, except their own 
Followers, to have been Perſons crazed, or out of 
their Wits, having generally proceeded in the com- 
mon Courſe of their Words and Actions, by a Method 
very different from the vulgar Dictates of arrefined 
Reaſon; agreeing for the moſt Part in their ſeveral 
Models, with their preſent undoubted Succeſſors in 
the Academy of Madern Bedlam: (whoſe Merits and 
Principles 1 ſhall farther examine in due Place.) Of 
this Kind were Epicurus, Diogenet, ' Hpollonius,” Lits 
cretius, Paracelſus, Des Cartes, and others; who, if 
they were now in the World, tied faſt, and ſeparate 
from their Followers, would, in this our undiſtinguiſh- 
ing Age, incur manifeſt Danger of Phlebotemy, and 
Whips, and Chains, and dark Chambers, and Siraw. 
For, what Man in the natural State, or Courſe of 
Thinking, did ever conceive it in his Power, to re- 
duce the Notions of all Mankind, exactly to the ſame 
Length, and Breadth, and Height of his own? Vet 
this 1s the firſt humble and civil Deſign of all Innova- 
; tors 
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tors in the Empire of Reaſon. Epicurus modeſtly hoped, 


that one Time or other, a certain fortuitons Concourſe 


of all Men's Opinions, after perpetual Juſtlings, the 


ſharp with the ſmooth, the light and the heavy, the 
round and the ſquare, would, by certain Clinamina, 
unite in the Notions of Atoms and Void, as theſe did in 
the Originals of all Things. - Carrefius reckoned to ſee, 
before he died, the Sentiments of all Philoſophers, like 
ſo many leſſer Stars in his Romantic Syſtem, wrapped 
and drawn within his ow Vortex. Now, 1 would glad- 


ly be informed, how it is poſſible to account for ſuch 


Imaginations as theſe in particular Men, without Re- 
courſe to my Phenomenon of Vapours, aſcending from 
the lower Faculties to over:ſhadow the Brain, and their 
diſtilling into Conceptions, for which the Narrowneſs 


of our Mother- Tongue has not yet aſſigned any other 


Name, beſides that of Madneſt or Phrenzy. Let us, 
therefore, now conjecture, how it comes to paſs, that 
none of theſe great Preſcribers, do ever fail providing 


themſelves and thetr Notions, with a Number of impli- 


cite Diſciples. And, I think, the Reaſon is eaſy to be 
aligned : For, there is a pecular String in the Harmo- 
ny of, Human Underſtanding, which, in ſeveral Indi- 
viduals, is exactly of the ſame Tuning. This, if you 
can dexterouſly ſcrew up to its right Key, and then 
ſtrixke gently upon it; whenever ow have the -good 
Fortune to light among thoſe. of the ſame Pitch, they 
will, by a ſecret neceilary Sympathy, ſtrike exactly at 
the ſame Time. And, in this one Circumſtance, lies 
all the Skill or Luck of the Matter; for if you chance 


to jar the String among thoſe who are either above or 


below your own Height, inſtead of ſubſcribing to your 
Doctrine, they will tie you faſt, call you mad, and 
ſeed you with Bread and Water. It is, therefore, a 
Point of the niceſt Conduct, to diſtinguiſh and adapt 
this noble Talent, with reſpect to the e of 


116 4 Digreſſion, &c. 
Perſons and of Times. Cicero underſtood this very well, 


when writing to a Friend in England, with a Caution, 


among other Matters, to beware of being cheated by 
our Hackney Coachmen (who, it ſeems, in thoſe: Days, 
were as errant Raſcals as they are now) has theſe re- 
markable Words: * Eft quod gaudeas te in iſta lita 
wveniſſe, ubi aliquid ſapere wviderere. For, to ſpeak a bold 


Truth, it is a fatal Miſcarriage, ſo ill to order Affairs, 


as to paſs for a Fool in one Company, when in another 
you might be treated as a Philoſopher. Which I deſire 
fene certain Gentlemen of my Acquaintance, to lay up in 
their Hearts, as a very ſeaſonable Inuenddd. 


Tus, indeed, was the fatal Miſtake of that worthy 
Gentleman, my moſt ingenious Friend, Mr. Mit-: 
A Perſon, in Appearance, ordained for great Deſigns, 
as well as Performances; whether you will conſider his 
Notions or his Looks. Surely no Man ever advanced into 
the Public, with fitter Qualifications of the Body and 
Mind, for the Propagation of a new Religion. Oh, 
had thoſe happy Talents, miſapplied to vain Philoſo- 
phy, been turned into their proper Channels of 'Dreamy 
and V:/fons, where Diftortion of Mind and Counte- 
nance, are of ſuch ſovereign Uſe ; the baſe detracting 
World would not then have dared to report, that ſome- 
thing is amiſs, that his Brain hath e an un- 
lucky Shake; which even his Brother Moderniſis them- 
ſelves, like Ungrates, do whiſper ſo loud, that it reaches 
up to the very Garret I am now writing in. 


LASTLY, Whoſoever pleaſes to look into the Foun- 
tains of Enthuſiaſm, from whence, in all Ages, have 
eternally proceeded ſuch fattening Streams, will find 


the Spring Head to have been as 7rouble#.and auddh as 


the Current: Of fuch great Emolument, is a Tincture 
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- vere no otherwiſe anſwered, 
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of this Vapour, which the World calls Madneſs, that, 
without its Help, the World would not only be de- 
prived of thoſe two great Bleſſings, Congue/?s and Sy/- 
jems, but even all Mankind would happily be reduced 
to the ſame Belief in Things inviſible, Now, the for- 
mer Poftulatum being held, that it is of no Import from 
what Originals this Vapour proceeds, but either in what 
Angles it ſtrikes and ſpreads over the Underſtanding, 
or upon what Species of Brain it aſcends ; it will be a 
very delicate Point, to cut the Feather, and divide the 
ſeveral Reaſons to a nice and curious Reader. How 
this numerical Difference in the Brain, can produce 
Effects of ſo vaſt a Difference from the ſame Yapour, 
as to be the ſole Point of Inviduation between Alexan- 
der the Great, Fack of Leyden, and Monſieur Des 
Cartes. The preſent Argument is the moſt abſtracted 
that ever Lengaged in, it ſtrains my Faculties to their 
higheſt Stretch: And I deſire the Reader to attend 
with utmaſt-Perpenſity ; for I now proceed to unravel 


this knotty Point. 5 


+ Turax is in Mankind, a certain * * #® 


* * 
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* * * And this I take to be a clear Solution 


of the Matter. EIS Ti 
Hav1nc, therefore, ſo narrowly paſſed through this | 
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Here is another Defett in the Manuſcript ; but I 
think the Author did wiſely, and that the Matter which . 
thus trained his Faculties, was not worth à Solution; 
and it avere well if all Metaphyſical Cobaueb Problems 


intricate 
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mtricate Difficulty, che Reader will, I am ſure, agree 
with me in the Concluſion; that if the Mean mean 
by Madneſs, only a Diſturbance or Tranſpoſition of 
tue Brain, by Force of certain Vapours iſſuing up from 
the lower Faculties: Than has this Madneſs been the 
Farent of all thoſe mighty Revolutions, that have hap. 
pened in Empire, in Philoſophy, and in Religion. For, 
the Brain, in its natural Poſition and State of Serenity, 
diſpaſed its Owner to paſs his Life in the common 
Forms, without any Thoughts of ſubduing Multitudes 
to his own Power, his Reaſoms or his YVifous s and the 
more he ſhapes his Underſtanding by the Pattern of 


kuman Learning, the leſs he is inclined to form Parties 


after his particular Notions ; becauſe that inſtructs him 
in his private Infirmities, as well as in the ſtubborn Ig- 
Rorance of the People. But when a Man's Fancy pets 
aflriae on his Reaſon, when Imagination is at Cuffs 
wich his Senſes, and common Underſtanding, as well 
as common Senſe, is kicked aut of Doors; the. firk 
Proſelyte he makes, is Himſelf; and when that is once 
com paſſed, the Difficulty is not ſo great in bringi 
ever others; @ ſtrong Deluſion always operating from 
erizb5ut, as vigoroufly as from within. For Cant and 
Viſion are, to the Ear and the Eye, the fame. that 
Fickling is to the Touch. Thoſe Entertainments and 
Pleaſures we molt value in Life, are fuch as Dupe and 
play the Wag with the Senſes. For, if we take an Ex- 
amination of what is generally underſtood by rann 
as it has Reſpect, either to the Underſtanding or the 
Lepſes, we thall find all its Properties and Adjuncts 
will herd under this ſhort Definition: That, it 7s a 
erpetnal Polſeſſion of being well. deceived. And. firſt, 
vrith relation to the Mind or Underitanding ; it is ma- 
nifeſt, what mighty Advantages Fiction has over Truths 
2nd the Reaſon is juſt at our Elbow, becauſe Imagina- 


tion can build nobler Scenes, and produce more won- 


derful 
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derful Revolutions than Fortune or Nature will be at 
Expence to furmſh. Nor is Mankind fo much to blame 
in his Choice, thus determining him, if we conſider 
that the Debate merely lies between Things paſt, and 
Things conceived ; And ſo the Queſtion is only this; 
Whether Things that have Place in the Imagination, 
may not as properly be ſaid to Exiſ, as thoſe that ae 
ſeated in the Memory; which may be juſtly held in tle 
"Affirmative, and very much to the Advantage of the 
former, fince this is acknowledged to be the '#orrb of 
Things, and the other allowed to be no more than the 
Grave.” Again, if we take this Definition of Happineſs, 
and examine it with Reference to the Senſes, it will be 
acknowledged wonderfully adapt. How fading and in- 
fipid do all Objects accoſt us, that are not conveyed in 
the Vehicle of Deluſion? How ſhrank is every Thing, 
as it appears'in the Glaſs of Nature ! So that if it weze 
not for the Aſſiſtance of artificial Mediums, ſalſe Lights, 
refracted Angles, Varniſti, and Tiuſel; there weuld 
be a mighty Level in the Felicity and Enjoyments of 
mortal Men. If this were ſeriouſly conſidered by the 
World, as I have a certain Reaſen to ſuſpect it hardly 
will, Men would no longer reckon, among their high 
Points of Wiſdom, the Art of expoſing weak Sides, 
and publiſhing Infirmities ; and an Employment, in 
my Opinion; neither better nor worſe than that of 
Una ſbing; which, I think, has never been allowed fair 
Uſage; either in the Verla, or the H/, Horſe. 
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| In the Proportion chat Credulky is a more peace. 
a Wh fil Poſſeſſion of the Mind, than Curioſity; ſo far pre- 


t, ferable is that Wildom, hich converſes about the 
a Surface, to that pretended Philolophy which enters 
's into the Depth of Things, and then comes gravely 
— back with Information and Diſcoveries, that in tke 


” inſide they are good for nothing. The two Senſes, 19 
| Which 


which all Objects firſt addreſs themſelves, are the Sight 
and the Touch; theſe never examine farther than the 
Colour, the Shape, the Size, and whatever other Qua. 
lities dwell, or are drawn by Art upon the Outward 
of Bodies; and then comes Reaſon officiouſly, with 
Tools for cutting, and opening, and mangling, and 
piercing, offering to demonſtrate, that they are not 
of the ſame Conſiſtence quite through. Now I take all 
this to be the laſt Degree of perverting Nature; ont 
of whoſe Eternal Laws it is, to put her beſt Furniture 
forward. And therefore, in order to fave the Charges 
of all ſuch expenſive Anatomy for the Time to come; 
I do here think fit to inform the Reader, that in ſuch 
Concluſions as theſe, Reaſon is certainly in the right; 
and that in moſt Corporeal Beings, which have fallen 
under my Cognizance, the Outſide hath been infinite- 
ly preferable to the /z : Whereof I have been farther 
convinced from ſome late Experiments. Laſt Week 
I ſaw a Woman flayed, and you will hardly believe, 
how much it altered her Perſon for the worſe. Yel- 
terday I ordered the Carcaſe of a Beau to be ſtripped 
in my Preſence; when we were all amazed to find 
ſo many unſuſpected Faults under one Suit of Cloaths. 
Then I laid open his Brain, his Heart, and his Spleen: 
But I plainly perceived at every Operation, that the 
farther we proceeded, we found the. Defects increaſe 
upon us in Number and Bulk: From all which, I 
juſtly formed this Concluſion to myſelf 5 That what- 
ever Philoſopher or Projector can find out an Art to 
fodder and patch up the Flaws and Imperfections of 
Nature, will deſerve much better of Mankind, and 
teach us a more uſeful Science, than that fo much in 
preſent Eſteem, of widening and expoſing them, 
{like him who held Anatomy to be the ultimate End 
of Phy/ic.) And he, whoſe Fortunes and Diſpoſitions 
have placed him in a convenient Station to enjoy the 
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Fruits of this noble Art; he that can with E Picurus 
content his Ideas with the Films and Images that fly 
off upon his Senſes from the Superficies of Things; 


ſuch a Man, truly wiſe, creams off Nature, leaving 


the Sour and the Dregs, for Philoſophy and Reaſon to 
hy up. This is the Sublime and refined Point of Felici- 
ty, called, the Petar of boing well Decei ved; the Se- 
rene Peaceful State of being a Fool among Knaves. 


Bu r to return to Madneſs. It is certain, that ac- 
cording to the Syſtem I have above deduced ; every 
Species thereof proceeds from a Redundancy of Yateurs; 
therefore, as ſome Kinds of Phrenzy give double 
Strength to the Sinews, ſo there are of other Species, 
which add Vigour, and Life, and Spirit to the Brain : 
Now, it uſually happens, that theſe active Spirits, get- 
ting Poſſeſſion of the Brain, reſemble thoſe that haunt 
other waſte and empty Dwellings, which, for want 
of Buſineſs, either vaniſh, and carry away a Piece 
of the 'Houſe, or elſe ftay at home and fling it all 
out of the Windows. By which are myſticalh/ diſ- 
played the two principal Branches of Magdre/s, and 
which ſome Philoſophers not conſidering ſo well as 
I, have miſtook to be different in their Cauſes, over- 
haſtily aſſigning the firſt to Deficiency, and the other 
to Redundance. 55 | 


I Turnx'it therefore manifeſt, from what I have 
here advanced, that the main Point of Skill and Ad- 
dreſs, is to furniſh Employment for this Redundancy 
of * and prudently to adjuſt the Seaſon of it; 


by which means it may certainly become of Cardinal 


and Catholic Emolument in a Commonwealth. 'Thus 
one Man chuſing a proper Juncture, leaps into a Gulph, 


from whence proceeds a Hero, and is called the Sa- 
viour of his Country; another atchieves the ſame En- 
terprize, but, unluckily timing it, has left the _— 5 
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of Madneſs, fixed as a Reproach upon his Memory; 
upon ſo nice a Diſtinction are we taught to repeat the 
Name of Curtius with Reverence and Love; that of 
Empedocles, with Hatred and Contempt. Thus, al. 
ſo it is uſually conceived, that the elder Brutus onl 
rſonated the Fool and Madman for the Good of the 
Public, but this was nothing elſe, than a Redundan- 
cy of the ſame Vapour, long miſapplied, called by the 
Latins, * Ingenium far negoliis: Or, (to tranſlate it 
as nearly as I can) a Sort of Phrenzy, never in its right 
Elements, till you take it up in the Buſineſs of the State, 


Uron all which, and many other Reaſons of e- 
qual Weight, though not equally curious ; I do here | 
gladly embrace an Opportunity I have long ſought 
for, of recommending it as a very noble Undertaking, 


to Sir E q & —7, Sir CO— M———, 
Sir 7———2 376, F n H. =, 


Eſq; and other Patriots concerned, that they would 
move for Leave to bring in a Bill, for appointing Com- 
miſſioners to inſpect into Bed/am, and the Parts adja- 
cent; who ſhail be impowered to ſend for Perſons, 
Papers, and Record; to examine into the Merits and 
Qualifications of every Student and Profeſſor ; 'to ob- 
ſerve with utmoſt Exactneſs their ſeveral Diſpoſitions 
and Behaviour ; by which means, duly dittinguiſh- 
ing and adapting their 'Talents, they might produce 
admirable Inſtruments for the ſeveral Offices in a 
Sa C 0 Coons 2 
tary ; proceeding in ſuch Methods as I ſhall here hnm- 
bly propoſe. And, I hope the gentle Reader will 
give ſome Allowance to my great Solicitudes in this 
important Affair, upon Account of that high Eſteem 
J have borne that honourable Society, 0 + I had 
ſome Time the Happineſs to be an unworthy Member. 
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Is any Student tearing his Straw in piece- meal, 
Swearing and Blaſpheming, biting his Grate, foam- 
ing at the Mouth, and emptying his Piſs-pot in the 
Spectator's Faces? Let the Right Worſhipful, the 
Commiſſioners of Inspection, give bim a Regiment of 
Dragoons, and ſend him into Flanders among the re/t, 
Is another eternally talking, ſputtering, gaping, bawl- 
ing in a Sound without Period or Article? What won+ 
derful Talents are here miſlaid ! Let him be furniſhed 
immediately with a green Bag and Papers, and * hree 
Pence in his Pocket, and away with him to Ve. 
minſter- Hall. You will find a third, gravely taking 
the Dimenſions of his Kennel ; a Perſon of Foreſight 
and Inſight, though kept quite in the Dark; for why, 
like Moſes, Ecce 7 cornuta erat ejus facies, He walks 
duly in one Pace, intreats your Penny with due Gra- 
vity and Ceremony; talks much of hard Times, and 
Taxes, and the Whore of Babylon; Bars up the wood- 
en Window of his Cell conftantly at Eight a-clock : 
Dreams of Fire, and Shop-lifters, and Conrt-Cuſtomers, 
and Privileged Places. Now, what a Figure would 
all theſe Acquirements amount to, if the Owner 
were ſent into the City among his Brethren : Be- 
hold a Fourth, in much and deep Converſation with 
himſelf, biting his Thumbs at proper Junctures; his 
Countenance chequered with Buſineſs and Deſign; 
ſometimes walking very faſt, with his Eyes nailed to 
a Paper that. he holds in his Hands : A great Saver 
of Time, ſomewhat thick of Hearing, very ſhort of 
Sight, but more of Memory. A Man ever in haſte, 
a great Hatcher and Breeder of Buſineſs, and excel- 
lent at the famous Art of evh:/pering Nothing. A huge 


A Lawyer's Coach-hire, | | 

+ Cornutus, is either Horned or Shining, and by this 
Term, Moſes is deſeribed in the vulgar Latin of the Bible. 
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Idolater of Monoſyllables and Procraſtination ; fo rea: 
dy to give his Word to every Body, that he never 
keeps it. One that has forgot the common Meanin 
of Words, but an admirable Retainer of the Sound. 
Extremely ſubject to the Logſengſs, for his Occafions 
are perpetually calling him away. If you approach 
his Grize in his familiar Intervals ; Sir, ſays he, Give 
me a Penny, and I'll fing you a Song: But give me the 
Penny firſt. (Hence comes the common Saying, and 
commoner Practice, of parting with Money for a 
Song.) What a compleat Syſtem of Court Skill is 
here deſcribed in every Branch of it, and all utterly loft 
with wrong Application ? Accoſt the Hole of another 
Kennel, firſt ſtopping your Noſe, you will behold a 
ſurly, gloomy, naſty, ſlovenly Mortal, raking in his 
own Dung, and dabbling in his Urine. The beſt 
Part of his Diet, is the Reverſion of his own Ordure, 
which, expiring into Steams, whirls perpetually a- 
bout, and at laſt re-infunds. His Complexion is of 
a dirty Yellow, with a thin ſcattered Beard, exactly 
agreeable to that of his Diet, upon its firſt Declina- 
tion; like other Inſects, who having their Birth and 
Education in an Excrement, from thence borrow their 
Colour and their Smell, The Student of this Apart- 
ment 1s very ſparing of his Words, but ſomewhat 
over-liberal of his Breath; he holds his Hand out 
ready to receive your Penny, and immediately, upon 
Receipt, withdraws to his former Occupations. Now, 
is it not amazing to think, the Society of Waravicl- 


lane ſhould have no more Concern, for the Recovery 


of ſo uſeful a Member, who, if one may judge from 
theſe Appearances, would become the greateſt Orna- 
ment to that illuſtrious Body? Another Student ſtruts 
up fiercely to your Teeth, puffing with his Lips, half 
{queezing out his Eyes, and very graciouſly holds 
you out his Hand to kiſs. The Keeper deſires you 
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not to be afraid of this Profeſſor, for he will do you 
no hurt: To him alone is allowed the Liberty of the 
Anti- chamber, and the Orator of the Place gives you 
to underſtand, that this ſolemn Perſon is a Taylor, run 
mad with Pride. This conſiderable Student is adorn- 


ge So 9 
Ear ------- I am ſtrangely miſtaken, if all his Ad- 
very natural, and in their proper Element. 


I 8HALL not deſcend ſo minutely, as to inſiſt upon 
the vaſt Number of Beaux, Fidlers, Poets, and Poli- 
ticians, that the World might recover by ſuch a Re- 
formation ? But what is more material, beſides the 
clear Gain redounding to the Commonwealth, by ſo 
large an Acquifition of Perſons to employ, whoſe 
Talents and Acquirements, if I may be ſo bold to af- 
firm it, are now buried, or at leaſt miſapplied : It 


would be a mighty Advantage accruing to the Public 


from this Enquiry, that all theſe would very much 
excel, and arrive at great Perfection in their ſeveral 


Kinds; which, I think, is manifeſt, from what 1 


have already ſhewn ; and ſhall inforce by this one 
plain Inſtance ; that even, I myſelf, the Author of 


theſe momentous Truths, am a Perſon, whoſe Ima- 
ginations are hard-motithed, and exceedingly diſpoſed 


to run away with his Reaſon, which I have obſerved 
from long Experience, to be a very light Rider, and 
eaſily ſhook off; upon which Account, my Friends 
will never truſt me alone, without a ſolemn Promiſe, 
to vent my Speculations in this, or the like Manner, 


K + = 8 
111» 


I cannot conjecture what the Author means here, or 
hew this Chaſm could be filled, tho it is capable of more 
than one Interpretation 8 5A 
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125 3TALE' 
for the univerſal Benefit of Human Kind; which, per: 
haps, the gentle, courteous, and candid Reader, brim. 
ful of that Modern Charity and Tenderneſs, uſually 
annexed to his Office, will be very hardly perſuaded to 
believe. | 


$ECT: "RD 
A TALE of a TUB, 


TT is an unanſwerable Argument of a very re- 
fined Age, the wonderful Civilities that have paſſed 

of late Years, between the Nation of Authors, and 
that of Readers. There can hardly * pop out a Play, 
a Pamphlet, or a Poem, without a Preface full of Ac- 
knowledgment to the World, for the general Re- 
ception and Applauſe they have given it, which the 
Lord knows where, or when, or how, or from whom 
it received. In due Deference to ſo laudable a Cuſ- 
tom, I do here return my humble Thanks to His Ma- 
jeſiy, and both Houſes of Parliament; To the Lord: 
of the King's moſt honourable Privy-Council ; To the 
Reverend the Judges; To the Clergy, and Gentry, 
and YNeomanry of this Land: But in a more eſpecial 
Manner, to my worthy Brethren and Friends at Will's 


Coffee-Houſe, and Greſham-College, and Warwick-Lam, | 


and Moor-Fields, and Scotland-Yard, and Weftminſter- 
Hall, and Guild- Hall: In ſhort, to all Inhabitants 
and Retainers whatſoever, either in Court, or Church, 
or Camp, or City, or Country ; for their generous 
and univerſal Acceptance of this divine Treatiſe. 1 


22 — > . was had es, td 


R * This is literally true, as we may obſerve in the Pre- 


faces ta moſt Plays, Poems, &c. 
| . accept 
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Kept their Approbation and good Opinion with ex- 
treme Gratitude, and, to the utmoſt of my poor Ca- 
pacity, ſhall take hold of all Opportunities to return 
the Obligation. _ C 
I am alſo happy, that Fate has flung me into ſo 
bleſſed an Age for the mutual Felicity of Book/e/lers 
and Authors, whom I may ſafely affirm to be at this 
Day the two only ſatisfied Parties in England. Aſk an 
Author how his laſt Piece hath ſucceeded - J/þy, truly, 
he thanks. his Stars, the World has been very favourable, 
and he has not the leaſt Reaſon to complain: And yet, | 
By G-d, He aurit it in a Weth at Bits and Starts, when 
be could fleal an Hour from his urgent Affairs; as it is 
a hundred to one, you may ſee farther in the Preface, 
to which he refers you ; and for the reſt, to the Book- 
ſeller. There you go as a Cuſtomer, and make the 
ſame Queſtion : He Bleſſes his God the Thing takes won- 
derfully, he is juſt Printing the Second Edition, and has 
but three left in his Shop. You beat down the Price: 
Sir, hin ep not differ ; and, in hopes of your Cuſtom. 
another Time, lets you have it as reaſonable as you 
pleaſe ; and, pray ſend as many of your Acquaintance as 
you will, 1 ſhall upon your Account furniſh them all at the 
Jams Rane; fs : V 


No w, it is not well enough conſidered, to what 
Accidents and Occaſions the World is indebted for the 
greateſt Part of thoſe noble Writings; which hourly, 
ſtart up to entertain it. If it were not for a rainy 
Day, a, drunken Vigil, a Fit of the Spleen, @ Courſe 
of Phyfic, a fleepy Sunday, an ill Run at Dice, a long. 
Taylors Bill, a 955 ar's Purſe, a factious Head, à hot 
Sun, coflive Diet, Want of Bools, and a juſt Contempt 
of Learning: But for theſe Events, I ſay, and ſome. 
others too long to recite (eſpecially 2 prudent Neglect 
of taking Brimſtone — I doubt, the " 


% 


of Authors, and of V. ritiogss would dwindle away ta 

a Degree moſt woful to behold. To confirm this O. 
| Pinion, hear the Words of the famous 7rog/odyte Phi- 
BER : It is certain (ſaid he) 22 Grains 0 Folly art 
of Courſe annexed as Part of the Compoſition of Human 
| Nature, only the Choice is left us, whether-qwe pleaſe to 
dear them Inlaid or Emboſſed : And we need not go 
ery far to ſeek how that is uſually, determined, when we 
remember, it is with Human Faculties as with Liquors, 


LY 


#he Lightef: will be ever at the Top. 


'TazRE is in this famous Iſland of Britain a cer- 
tain paultry Scribler, very voluminqus, whoſe Charac- 
ter the Reader cannot wholly be a Stranger to. He 
deals in a pernicious Kind of Writings, called Second 

Parts, and uſually paſſes under the Name of The Au: 

- thor of the Firſt, I eaſily foreſee, that as ſoon as I lay 
down my Pen, this nimble Operator will have ftole 
it, and treat me as inhumanly as he hath already done 
Dr. Bl-—re, L—ge, and many others who ſhall 
here be nameleſs; I therefore fly for Juſtice and Re- 
lief, into the Hands of that great Reifer of Sagules, and 
Lower of Mankind, Dr. B=tley, begging he will take 
this enormous Grievance into his 8275 Modern Conſi- 
deration: And if it ſhould ſo happen, that the Furni- 
ture of an Aſs, in the Shape of a Second Part, mult for 
my Sins be, — — by a Miſtake upon my Back, that 
he will immediately pleaſe, in the Preſefice of the World, 
to lighten me of che BZurthen, and take it home to hx 
cn Houſe, eil me e heb thinks ft to call fer t. 


Ix the mean Time I do here give this public No- 
tice, that my Reſolutions are, to circumſcribe within 
this Diſcourſe the whole Stock of Matter I have been 


. » 


ſo many Years providing. Since my Vein is once open- 
ed, Iam content to exhauſt it all at a Running, forthe 
peculiar Advantage of amy dear Country, d for the 


© univerſal 
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univerſal Benefit of Mankind. Therefore hoſpitably 
conſidering the Number of my Gueſts, they ſhall have 
my whole Entertainment at a Meal ; and I ſcorn to 
ſet up the Leavings in the Cupboard. What the Gue/ts 
cannot eat _ given to the Poor, and the || Dogs 
under the Table may gnaw the Bones. This I under- 
ſtand for a more generous Proceeding, than to turn the 
Company's Stomach, by inviting them again To- mor- 
row to a ſcurvy Meal of Scraps. Bs 5 8 8 
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Ir the Reader fairly conſiders the Strength of what 

J have advanced in the foregoing Section, I am con- 
vinced it will produce a wonderful Revolution in his 
Notions and Opinions; and he will be abundantly bet- 
ter prepared to receive and to reliſh the concluding 
Part of this miraculous Treatiſe. Readers may be di- 
vided into three Claſſes, the Superficial, the Ignorant, 
and the Learned: And J have with much Felicity fitted 
my Pen to the Genius and Advantage of each. 'The 
Superficial Reader will be ſtrangely provoked to Laugh- 
ter; Which clears the Breaſt and the Lungs, is ſove- 
reign againſt the Spleen, and the moſt innocent of all 
Diuretics. The Ignorant Reader (between whom and 
the former, the Diſtinction is extremely nice) will 
find himſelf diſpoſed to Stare; which is an admirable 
Remedy for ill Eyes, ſerves to raiſe and enliven the 
Spirits, and wonderfully helps Perſpiration. But the 
Reader truly Learned, chiefly for whoſe Benefit I wake 
when others ſleep, and ſleep when others wake, will 
here find ſufficient Matter to employ his Speculations 
for the reſt of his Life. It were much to be wiſhed, 
and I do here humbly propoſe for an Experiment, that 


Ae ee er tn 


|} By Dogs, the Author means common injudicious Cri- - 
tics, as he explains it himſelf before in his Digreſſion 
upon Critics {Page 63.) 1 | 
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of Authors, and of Writiggs, would dwindle away td 
a Degree moſt woful to behold. To confirm this O. 
pinion, hear the Words of the famous Troglodyte Phi- 

oſopher: 1t is certain (ſaid he) 2 Grains of Folly are 
of Courſe annexed as Part of the Compoſition of Human 
Nature, only the Choice is. left us, whether-ave pleaſe to 
ewear them Inlaid or Emboſſed : And aue need not ga 
wery far to ſeek how that is uſually. determined, when we 
remember, it is with Human Faculties as with Lzquarsy 
the Ligbteſt will be ever at the Top. n 


THERE is in this famous Iſland of Britain a cer- 
tain paultry Scribler, very voluminqus, whoſe Charac- 
ter the Reader cannot wholly be a Stranger to. He 
deals in a pernicious Kind of Writings, called Second 
Parts, and uſually paſſes under the Name of The 4x 
* thor of the Firſt, I eafily foreſee, that as ſoon as I lay 
down my Pen, this nimble Operator will have ſtole 
it, and treat me as inhumanly as he hath already done 
Dr. Bl—re, L—ge, and many others who ſhall 
here be nameleſs; I therefore fly. for Juſtice and Re- 
lief, into the Hands of that great Refer of Saddles, and 


Iz * 


Lower of Mankind, Dr. B=tley, begging he will take 
this enormous Grievance into his 8275 Modern Conſi - 
deration: And if it ſhould ſo happen, that the Furni- 
ture of an Aſs, in the Shape of a Second Part, mult for 


my Sins be, — — by a Miſtake upon my Back, that 


ke will immediately pleaſe, inthe Preſehice of the World, 
to lighten me of the Burthen, and take it home to bir 
own Houſe, till the-true Beaft thipks fit to call for it. | 
Ix the mean Time I do here give this public No- 
tice, that my Reſolutions are, to'circumſcribe within 
this Diſcourſe the whole Stock of Matter I have been, 


ſo many Years providing. Since my Vein is once open- 


ed, Iam content to exhauſt it all at a Running, forthe 
peculiar Advantage of my dear Country, 
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univerſal Benefit of Mankind. Therefore hoſpitably 
conſidering the Number of my Gueſts, they ſhall have 
my whole Entertainment at a Meal; and I ſcorn to 
ſet up the Leavirgs in the Cupboard. What the Gueſts | 
cannot eat may be given to the Poor, and the || Dogs 1 
under the Table may gnaw the Bones. This I under- Ki 
ſtand for a more generous Proceeding, than to turn the 9 
Company's Stomach, by inviting them again To- mor- 
row to a ſcurvy Meal of Scraps. | . 


Ir the Reader fairly confiders the Strength of what 9 
I have advanced in the foregoing Section, I am con- nt 
vinced it will produce a 98 os Revolution in his | 1 
Notions and Opinions ; and he will be abundantly bet- 'F 
ter prepared to receive and to reliſh the concluding 
Part of this miraculous Treatiſe. Readers may be di- 
vided into three Claſſes, the Superficial, the Ignorant, 
and the Learned: And I have with much Felicity fitted 
my Pen to the Genius and Advantage of each. The 
_ Superficial Reader will be ſtrangely provoked to Laugh- 
ter; which clears the Breaſt and the Lungs, is ſove- 
reign againſt the Spleen, and the moſt innocent of all 
Diuretics. The Ignorant Reader (between whom and 
the former, the Diſtinction is extremely nice) will 
find himſelf diſpoſed to Stare; which is an admirable 
Remedy for ill Eyes, ſerves to raiſe and enliven the 
Spirits, and wonderfully helps Perſpiration. But the 
Reader truly Learned, chiefly for whoſe Benefit I wake 
when others fleep, and ſleep when others wake, will 
here find ſufficient Matter to employ his Speculations 
for the reſt of his Life. It were much to be wiſhed, "tl 
and I do here humbly propoſe for an Experiment, that ; 150 
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upon Critics {Page 63.) 
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every Prince in Chriflendom will take ſeven of the 
deepeſt Scholars in his Dominions, and ſhut them up 
cloſe for ſeven Years, in ſeven Chambers, with a Com- 
mand to write ſever ample Commentaries on this 
comprehenſive Diſcourſe. I ſhall venture to affirm, 
that whatever Difference may be found in their ſeve- 
ral Conjectures, they will be all, without the leaſt 
Diſtortion, manifeſtly deducible {rom the Text. Mean 
Time, it is my earneſt Requeſts; that ſo uſeful an Un- 
dertaking may be ertered upon (if their Majeſties 
pleale) with all convenient Speed; becauſe I have a 
ſtrong Inclination, before I leave the World, to taſte a 
 Blefing, which we myſterious Writers can ſeldom reach, 
till we have got into our Graves. Whether it is, 
that Fame being a Fruit grafted on the Body, can 
hardly grow, and much leſs ripen, till the Stock is in 
the Earth : Or, whether ſhe be a Bird of Prey, and is 
iured among .the reit, to purſue after the Scent of a 
Carcaſs: Or, whether ſhe conceives, her Trumpet 
| ſounds beſt and fartheſt, when ſhe ſtands on a Tomb, 
by the Advantage of a riſing Ground, and the Echo 
ot a hollow Vault, 


IT 1s true, indeed, the Republic of dark Authors, 
after they once found out this excellent Expedient of 
Dying, have been peculiarly happy in the Variety, as 


well as Extent of their Reputation. For, Night being 


the univerſal Mother of Things, wiſe Philoſophers 
hold all Writings to be f7u:7/4/ in the Proportion they 
are dark; and therefore, the“ true illuminated (that 
is to ſay, the Darkeſt of all) have met with ſuch num- 


berleſs Commentators, whoſe Scholaſtic Midwifery | 


hath delivered them of Meanings, that the Authors 


themſelves, perhaps, never conceived, and yet may 
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very juſtly be allowed the lawful Parents of them, + 


| the Words of ſuch Writers being like Seed, which, 


however ſcattered at Random; when they light upon 
a fruitful Ground, will multiply far beyond either the 
Hopes or Imagination of the Sower. IM 


And therefore in order to promote ſo uſeful a Work, 
I will here take Leave to glance @ few Iunuendo's, that 
may be of great Aſſiſtance to thoſe ſublime Spirits, who 
ſhall be appointed to labour in a univerſal Comment 
upon this wonderful Diſcourſe. And Firſt, I I have 
couched a very profound Myſtery in the Number of 
O's multiplied by Sewer, and divided by Nine. Alſo, 
if a devout Brother of the Ro/y Croſs will pray fer- 
vent.y for tixty-three Mornings, with a lively Faith, 
and then tranſpoſe certain Letters and Syllables ac- 
Friction, in the ſecond and fifth Sec- 
tion; they will certainly reveal into a full Receipt 
of the Opus Magnum. Laſtly, whoever will be at the 
Pains to cultivate the whole Number of each Letter 
in this Treatiſe, and ſum up the Difference exactly 
between the ſeveral Numbers, aſſigning the true na- 
tural Cauſe for every ſuch Difference ; the Diſcoveries 
in the Product, will plentifully reward his Labour. 
But then he muſt beware of Bythus and Sige, and 
be ſure not to forget the Cs of Acamoth ; A cu- - 
ubſflantia, a riſu Iucida, a 
: triſtitia 


umz . 
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force Interpretations, which the Author never meant. 
+ This is what the Cabbaliſts among the Jews have 
done with the Bible, and pretend to find wonderful Myſ- 
teries by it. | ; | 1 
I avas told by an eminent Divine, whom conſulted 
er this Point, that theſe two barbarous Words, with 


that of Acamoth, and its Qualitiss, as bers ſet down, 


are 
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triſtitia ſolida, & a timore mobilis ; wherein“ Euge- 
nius Philalethes hath committed an unpardonable Miſe 


——— — 


are quoted from Irenæus. This he diſcovered by ſearching 
that antient Writer for another Quotation of our Author, 
evhich he has placed in the Title Page, and refers to the 
Back and Chapter; the Curious were very inquiſitive, 
abhether thoſe barbarous Words, Baſima Eacabaſa, &c, 


are really in Irenæus, and upon Enquiry, it was found 


they were @ Sort of Cant or Jargon of certain Heretics, 
and therefore very properly prefixed to ſuch @ Book as this 
of our AUP. oo ens RE el, 
Vid. Anima magica abſcondita. | 
Jo the abovementioned Treatiſe, called Anthropo- 
ſophia Theomagica, here is another annexed, called A- 
nima Magica Abſcondita, æuritten by the ſame Author, 
Vaughan, under the Name of Eugenius Philalethes, but 
in neither of thoſe Treatiſes is there any Mention of Aca- 


moth, or its Qualities, ſo that this is nothing but Amuſe- 
ment, and a Ridicule of dark, unintelligible Writers ; 
only the Words, A cujus lactymis, &c. are, as aue have 
ſaid, tranſcribed from Irenzus, though 1 know not from 


abhat Part. I believe one of the Author's Deſigns acas to 


ſel curious Men a hunting through Indexes, and enguiring 


Vor Books out of the common Road. 
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A* TER fo wide a Compaſs as I have wan- 
"A dered, I do now gladly overtake, and cloſe in 
with my Subject, and ſhall henceforth hold on with it an 


even Face to the End of my Journey, except ſome ws" 
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tiful ProſpeR appears within Sight of my Way; where. 
of, though at preſent I have neither Warning norExpec. 
tation, yet upon ſuch an Accident, come when it will, 
I ſhall beg my Reader's Fayour and Company, allowing 
me to conduct him through it along with myſelf. For in 
Writing, it is as in Travelling, If a Man is in Haſte to 
be at Home. (which I acknowledge to be none of my 
Caſe, having never ſo little Buſineſs, as when I am. 
there) if his Horſe be tired with long Riding, and ill 
Ways, or be naturally a Jade, I adviſe him clearly to 
make the ſtraiteſt and the commoneſt Road, be it ever 
ſo dirty: But, then ſurely, we muſt own ſuch a Man 
to be a ſcuryy Companion at beſt ; he Hatters himſelf 
and his Fellow-Travellers at every Step: All their 
Thoughts, and Wiſhes, and Converſation, turn intire- 
ly upon the Subject of their Journey's End; aud at 
every Splaſh, and Plunge, and Stumble, they heartily, 


wich ong another at the Devil, 


On the other Side, when a Traveller and his Horſe 
are in Heart and Plight, when his Purſe is full, and the 


Day before him; he takes the Road only where it is 


clean and convenient ; entertains his Company there ag 


agreeable as he can; but, upon the firſt Occaſion, car- 


ries them along with him to every delightful Scene in 
View, whether of Art, of Nature, or of both; and if 
they chance to refuſe, out of Stupidity or Wearineſs, 
let them jog on by themſelves and be d—nd: He'll 
overtake them at the next Town; at which arriving 

he rides furiouſly through, the Men, Women, and Chil- 
dren run out to gaze, a hundred 4 zo//y Cars run bark- 
ing after him, of which, if he honours the boldeſt with 
a Laſb of bis Whip, it is rather out of Sport than Re- 
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t By 2heſe are meant what the Author calle, The 
True Critics, P age 63. 85 . 
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venge : But ſhould ſome ſourer Mongrel dare too near 
an Approach, he receives a Salute on the Chaps, by 
an accidental Stroke from the Courſer's Heels (nor is 
any Ground loſt by the Blow) which ſends him yelp- 
ing and limping home. | Wi 


T now proceed to ſum up the ſingular Adventures 
of my renowned Jack; the State of whoſe Diſpoſitions 
and Fortunes, the careful Reader does, no doubt, moſt 
exactly remember, as I laſt parted with them in the 
Concluſion of a former Section. Therefore his next 
Care muſt be from two of the foregoing, to extract a 
Scheme of Notions, that may beſt fit his Underſtand- 
ing for a true Reliſh of what is to enſue, 


YZ ACK had not only calculated the firſt Revolution 
of his Brain ſo prudently, as to give Riſe to that Epi- 
demie Sect of Moliſis, but ſucceeding alſo into a new 
and ſtrange Variety of Conceptions, the Fruitfulneis 
of his Imagination led him into certain- Notions, 


which, altho' in Appearance very unaccountable, were 


not without their Myſteries and their Meanings, nor. 
wanted Followers to countenance and improve them. 
F ſhall therefore be extremely careful and exact in re- 
counting fuch material Paſſages of this Nature, as I 
have been able to collect, either from undoubted Tra- 


dition, or indeſatigable Reading, and ſhall deſcribe 


them as graphically as it is poſlible, and as far as No- 
tons of that Height and Latitude can be brought with- 
in the Compaſs of a Pen. Nor do I at all queſtion, but 
they will furniſh Plenty of noble Matter for ſuch, whoſe 
converting Imaginations diſpoſe them to reduce all 


Things into Types; who can make Shadows, no 
Thanks to the Sun; and then mould them into Sub- 


ſtances, no Thanks to Philoſophy ; whoſe peculiar Ta- 

lent lies in fixing Tropes and Allegories to the Letter, 

and refining what is Literal into Figure and Myftery. © 
8 | | 740 K 
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FACK had provided a fair Copy of his Father's 
Will, engroſſed in Form upon a large Skin of Parch- 
ment; and reſolving to act the Part of a moſt duriful 
Son, he became the fondeſt Creature of it imaginable. 
For, altho', as I have often told the Reader, it conſiſt- 
ed wholly in certain plain, eaſy Directions about the 
Management and Wearing their Coats, with Legacies 
and Penalties, in Caſe of Obedience or Neglect; yet 
he began to entertain a Fancy, that the Matter was 
deeper and darker, and therefore muſt needs have a great 
deal more of Myſtery at the Bottom. Gentlemen, ſaid 
he, I wwill prove this very Sf of Parchment to be Meat, 
Drink, and Cloth, to be the Philoſophers Stone, and the 
Univerſal Medicine, f In Conſequence of which Rap- 
tures, he reſolved to make Uſe of it in the moſt ne- 
ceſſary, as well as the moſt paltry Occaſions of Life. He 
had a Way of working it into any Shape he pleaſed; 


ſo that it ſerved him for a Night-c2p when he went to 


Bed, and for an Umbrello in rainy Weather, He would 
lap a Pirce of it about a ſore Toe, or, when he had 
Fits, burn two Inches under his Noſe ; or, if an 

Thing lay heavy on his Stomach, ſcrape off, and ſwal- 
low as much of the Powder as would lie on a ſilver 
Penny, they were all infallible Remedies. With Ana- 
logy to theſe Refinements, his common Talk and Con- 
verſation, T ran wholly in the Phraſe of his Will, and 


+ The Author here laſhes thoſe Pretenders to Purity, 
who place ſo much Merit in ufing Scripture Phraſe on all 
Occaſions. 5 
7 The Proteſtant Diſſenters 2 Scripture Phraſes in 

their ſerious Diſcourſes and Compoſures, more than the 
Church-of-England Men; accordingly Jack is introduced, 
making his common Talk and Converſation to run wholly 
in the Phraſe of his W ILL, W. Wotton, - 

5 he 
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he circumſcribed the utmoſt of his Eloquence withis 
that Compaſs, not daring to let flip a Syllable without 
Authority from thence. Once, at a ſtrange Houſe, he 
was ſuddenly taken ſhort, upon an urgent Juncture, 
whereon it may not be allowed too particular to dilate ; 
and being not able to call to mind, with that Sudden- 
neſs the Occafion required, an authentic Phraſe for de. 
manding the Way to the Back-ſide, he choſe rather, 
as the moſt prudent Courſe, to incur the Penalty in 
ſuch Caſes uſually annexed. Neither was it poſſible for 
the united Rhetoric of Mankind 3 with him 
to make himſelf clean again: Becauſe, having conſult- 
ed the Will upon this Emergency, he met with a 
Paſſage near the Bottom (whether foiſted in by the 
Tranſcriber, is not known) which ſeemed to forbid it. 


He made it a Part of his Religion, never to ſay 
+ Grace to his Meat, nor could all the World per- 
ſuade him, as the common Phraſe is, to 4 eat his Fic. 
tuals ite a Chriſtian, 9 


Hx bore a ſtrange Kind of Appetite to * Snap-Dra: 
gon, and to the livid Snuffs of a burning Candle, which 
e would catch and ſwallow with an Agility wonder- 
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cannot gueſs the Author's Meaning here, which, 
I would be very glad to know, becauſe it ſeems to be of 
importance. 5 . 

+ The ſlovenly Way of receiving the Sacrament among 
the Fanatics. | | oY 

+ This is a common Phraſe to expreſs eating cleanlily, 
and is meant for an Inwectiwe againſt that indecent Man- 


ner among ſome People in receiving the Sarrament ; ſo in 


the Lines before, which is to be underſtood of the Diſſen- 
ters refuſing to kneel at the Sacrament. 
* cannot well find out the Authors Meaning here, 


@nleſs it be the hot, untimely, blind Zeal of Enthu . | 
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ful to conceive; and, by this Procedure, maintained a 
perpetual Flame in his Belly, which iſſuing in a glow- 
ing Steam from both his Eyes, as well as his Noftrils, 
and his Mouth, made his Head appear in a dark 
Night, like the Skull of an Aſs, wherein a roguiſh 
Boy had conveyed a Farthing Candle, zo the Terror of 
his Majeſty's Liege Subject. Therefore he made uſe of 
no other Expedient to light himſelf Home, but was 
wont to ſay, That a wvi/e Man vas his own Lanthorn. 


H x would ſhut his Eyes as he walked along the 
Streets, and if he happened to bounce his Head againſt 
2 Poſt, or fall into the Kennel (as he ſeldom miſſed ei- 
ther to do one or both) he would tell the gibing Pren- 
tices, who looked on, that he ſubmitted with intire Re. 
ſegnation, as to a Trip, or a Blow of Fate, with whom 
he found by long Experience, how vain it was either to 
avreſtle or to cuff ; and whoever durſt undertake to do 
either, would be ſure to come off with a ſwinging Fall, 
or a bloody Noſe. It was ordained, ſaid he, ſome few 
Days before the Creation, that my Noſe and this very 
Poſt ſpoul have a Rencounter ; and therefore, Nature 
thought fit to ſend us both into the World in the ſame Age, 
and to make us Country-Men, and Fellow Citizens. Now 
had my Eyes been open, it is very likely, the Buſineſs 
might have been a great deal worſe; for how many a 
confounded Slip is daily got by Man, with all his Fore- 
fight about him ? Beſides, the Eyes of the pi f —h | 
ſee beſt, when thoſe of the Senſes are out of the Way 
and therefore, blind Men are obſerved to tread their Steps 
ewith much more Caution, and Conduct, and Judgment, 
than thoſe who rely auith two much Confidence, upon the 
Virtue of the wiſual Nerve, which every little Acti- 
dent ſhakes out of Order, and a Drop, or a Film, can 
wholly diſconcert ; like a Lanthorn among a Pack of © 
roaring Bullies, when they ſcower the Streets ; expoſing 
11s 
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its Owner, and itſelf, to outward Kicks and Buffuti; 


evhich both might have eſcaped, if the Vanity of Ap« 
fearing would have ſuffered them to walk in the Dark, 
But, farther; if we examine the Conduct of theſe _ 
ed Lights, it will prove yet a great deal worſe than 
their Fortune, I is true, I have broke my Noſe againſt 
this Poſt, becauſe Fortune either forgot, or did not think 
it convenient to twitch me by the Elbow, and give me 


Notice to avoid it. But, let not this encourage either 


the preſent Age of Poſitrity, ra eruft rheir Noſes into the 
Keeping of their Eyes, which may prove the faireſt Way 
of laing them for good and all. For, O ye Eyes, V 
blind Guides z miſerable Guardians are Ye, of our frail 
Noſes ; Ye, IT ſay, who faſten upon the firſt Precipice 


in View, and then tow our wretched willing Bodies 


after You, to the very Brink of Deſtruction: But, alas! 


that Brink is rotten, our Feet flip, and we tumble daun 


prone into a Gulph, without one hoſpitable Shrub in the 


Way to break the Fall ; a Fall, to which not any Noſe 


of mortal Make is equal, except that of the Giant 


Laurcalco, wwho was Lord of the Silver Bridge. Mf 
properly, © therefore, O Eyes, and with great Fuſtice, 


may You be compared to thoſe fooliſh Lights, ' which con- 


duct Men through Dirt and Darineſs, till they fall into 
a deep Pit, or a noiſom Bog. x 


Tuis I have produced, as a Scantling of Fack's 
prone Eloquence, and the Force of his Reaſoning upon 
uch abſtruſe Matters. i 


He was, beſides, a Perſon of great Deſign and Im- 
provement in Affairs of Devotion, having introduced 
a new Deity, who hath ſince met with a vaſt number 
of Worſhippers; by ſome called Babel, by others, 
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Chaos; who had an antient Temple of Gothic Struc- 
ture upon Sa/i/bury-Plain ; famous for its Shrine, and 
Celebration by Pilgrims. 


+ Wazn he had ſome roguiſh Trick to play, he 
would down with his Knees, up with his Eyes, and 
fall to Prayers, though in the midſt of the Kennel. 
Then it was that thoſe, who underſtood his Pranks, 
would be ſure to get far enough out of his Way ; and 
whenever Curioſity attracted Strangers to laugh, or to 
liſten ; he would of a ſudden, with one Hand out with 
his Gear, and piſs full in their Eyes, and with the other, 


all to beſpatter them with Mud. 


In Winter he went always looſe and unbuttoned, 

and clad as thin as poſſible, to let in the ambient 
Heat ; and, in Summer, lapped himſelf cloſe and thick 
to keep it out. „ 
I In all Revolutions of Government, he would make 
his N e for the Office of Hangman General; and in 
the Exerciſe of that Dignity, wherein he was very 
dextrous, would make ule of no * other Vixard, than 
a long Prayer. | 


He had a Tongue ſo Muſculous and Subtile, that 
he could twiſt it up into his Noſe, and deliver a 


— . — 


+ The Villainies and Cruelties, committed by Enthuſiaſts 


and Fanatics among us, were all performed under the 


| Diſguiſe of Religion and long Prayers. 


+ They affect Differences in Habit and Behaviour. 
|] They are ſevere Perſecutors, and all in a Form of 
Cant and Devotion. 5 
* Cromwell and his Confederates went, as they 
called it, to ſeek God, when they reſolved to murther 
ihe King. | | | | 
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ſtrange Kind of Speech from thence, He was alfg 
the firſt in theſe Kingdoms, who began to improve the 


Spaniſþ Accompliſhment of Braying ; and having large 


Ears, perpetually expoſed and arrected, he carried his 
Art to ſuch a Perfection, that it was a Point of great 
Difficulty to diſtinguiſh, either by the View or the 
Sound, between the Original and the Copy. 


Hz was troubled with a Diſeaſe, reverſe to that 


called the Stinging of the Tarantula; and would + run 


Dog-mad at the Noiſe of Maic, eſpecially a Pair of 
Bag. Pipes. But he would cure himſelf again, by ta- 
king two or three Turns in Weftminfter-hall, or Bil- 
lingſgate, or in a. Boarding-School, or the Royal-Ex- 
change, or a State Coffee-Houſe, | | 


He was a Perſon that | feared no Colours, but mor- 
tally hated all, and, upon that Account, bore a cruel 
Averfion to Painters ; inſomuch that in his Paroxyſms, 
as he walked the Streets, he would have his Pockets 
loaden with Stones, to pelt at the Signs. 


Haix, from this Manner of Living, frequent 
Occaſion to waſh himſelf, he would often leap over 
Had and Ears into Water, though it were in the midſt 
of the N inter, but was always obſerved to come out 
again much dirtier, if poſſible, than he went in. 


Hs was the firſt that ever found out the Secret of 
contriving a | Sopor:erous Medicine to be conveyed in 
| | at 


* 


+ 7his is to expoſe cur Diſſenters Awerſian to Iuſtru- 
mentel Muſic in Churches. . Wotton. 

+ They quarrel at the moſt innocent Decency and Or- 
wament, and deface the Statues and Paintings ou all the 
Churches in England. 
| Fanatic Preachivg, compoſed either of Hell and 


Damnation, 


TUR 165 
i the Zart; it was a Compound of Sulphur, and 
Balm of Gilead, with a little Pilgrim's Salve. 


He wore a large Plaiſter of artificial Cauſtics on 
his Stomach, with the Fervour of which. he could 
(et himſelf a groaning, like the famous Board upon 
Application of a red-hot Iron. 22 = 


H x would ſtand in the Turning of a Street, and, 
calling to thoſe who paſſed by, would cry to one, 
Moriby Sir, do me the Honour of a good Slap in the 
Chaps. To another, Honeſt Friend, pray favour me 
ewith a handſome Kick on the Arſe ; Madam, ſhall I in- 
treat a ſmall Box on the Ear, from your Ladyſbip's fair 
Hands? Noble Captain, lend a reaſonable Thwack, for 
the Love of God, with that Cane of yours, over theſe 
poor Shoulders, And when he had, by ſuch earneſt 
Sollicitations, made a Shift to procure a Baſting ſuffi- 
cient to ſwell up his Fancy and his Sides, he would 
return home extremely comforted, and full of terrible 
Accounts of what he had undergone for the Publick 
Good. Obſerve this Stroke, (ſaid he, ſhewing his bare 
Shoulders) a plaguy Janizary gave it me this very 
Morning at ſeven a-clock, as, with much ado, 1 was 


driving off the Great Turk. e mind this 


broken Head deſerves a P laifter 3 ad Poor Jack been 
tender of his Noddle, you would have ſeen the Pope, and 
the French King, long * this Time of Day, among 
your Wives and your Ware houſes. Dear Chriſtians, 


* 
— | — — 
— 


Damnatiau, on a fulſome Deſcription of the F oys of Hea- 
wen, bath in ſuch a dirty, nauſeous Style, as to be welt 
reſembled to Pilgrim's Salve. | 
* The Fanatics have always had a Way of affecting 
to run into Perſecution, and count vaſt Merit upon every 
Gttle Hardſhip they ſuffer. 
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the Great Mogul was come as fur as White-Chappel, 5 


and you may thank theſe poor Sides, that he hath not 
(God bleſs us) already ſwallowed up Man, Woman, 
and Child, | | 

+ Ir was highly worth obſerving, the ſingular 
Effects of that Averſion, or Antipathy, which ack 
and his Brother Peter ſeemed, even to an Affectation, 
to bear towards each other. Peter had lately done 
ſome Rogueries, that forced him to abfcond ; and he 
ſeldom ventured to ſtir out before Night, for fear of 
Bayliffs. Their Lodgings were at the two moſt dif. 
tant Parts of the Town from each other; and when- 
ever their Occafions or Humours called them abroad, 
they would make choice of the oddeſt unlikely Times, 
and moſt uncouth Rounds, they could invent; that 
they might be ſure to avoid one another : Yet, after 
all this, it was their perpetual Fortune to meet. The 
Reaſon of which, is ealy enough to apprehend ; For, 
the Phrenzy and the Spleen of both having the ſame 
Foundation, we may look upon them as two Pair of 
Compaſſes, equally extended, and the fixed Foot of 
each remaining in the ſame Center ; which, tho* mov- . 
ing contrary Ways at firſt, will be ſure to encounter 


T- The Papiſis and Fanatics, though they appear the 
moſt averſe to each other, yet bear a near Reſemblance 
in many Things, as has been «bſerwed by learned Men. 

, Ibid, The Agreement of our Diſſenters and the Pa- 
Piſis, in that which Biſhop Stilling fleet called, The Fa- 
naticiſm of the Church of Rome, is ludicrouſiy deſcribed 
for ſeveral Pages together, by Jack's Likeneſs to Peter, 
and their being often miſtaken for each other, and 
their frequent Mectings when they leaft iutended it. W. 
Wotton, E | n 
ON ſomes 


ſomewhere or other in the Circumference. Beſides, 
it was among the great Misfortunes of Fack, to bear 
a huge Perſonal Reſemblance with his Brother Peter. 


Their Humour and Diſpoſitions were not only the 


ſame, but there was a cloſe Analogy in their Shape 
and Size, and their Mien. Inſomuch, as nothing was 
more frequent than for a Bayliff to ſeize Zack by the 
Shoulders, and cry, Mr. Peter, You are the King's 
Priſoner. Or, at other Times, for one of Peter's 
neareſt Friends, to accoſt Zack with open Arms, Dear 
Peter, I am glad to ſee thee, pray ſend me one of your 
beſt Medicines for the Worms. This, we may ſuppoſe, 
was a mortifying Return of thoſe Pains and Proceed- 

ings, Tack had laboured in ſo long; and finding, how 
directly oppoſite all his Endeavours had anſwered to 
the ſole End and Intention, which he had propoſed 
to himſelf; how could it avoid having terrible Effects 
upon a Head and Heart ſo furniſhed as his? Howe- 
ver, the poor Remainders of his Coat bore all the Pu- 


niſhment ; the orient Sun never entered upon his diur- 


nal Progreſs, without miſſing a Piece of it. He hired 

a Taylor to ſtitch up the Collar ſo cloſe, that it was 
ready to choak him, and ſqueeſed out his Eyes at 
ſuch a Rate, as one could ſee nothing but the White. 
What little was left of the main Subſtance of the Coat, 
he rubbed every Day, for two Hours, againſt a rough- 


caſt Wall, in order to grind away the Remnants of 


Lace and Embroidery ; but at the ſame Time- went on 


with ſo much Violence, that he proceeded a Heather 


Philoſopher. Yet after all he could do of this Kind, 
the Succeſs continued ftill to diſappoint his Expectati- 
on. For, as it is the Nature of Rags, to bear a 
Kind of mock Reſemblance to Finery ; there being 
2 Sort of fluttering Appearance in both, which is not 

to be diftinguiſhed at a Dittance, in* the Dark, or by 
ſhort ſighted Eyes: So, OT FRY 1t fared 
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with Fack and his Tatters, that they offered to the 
firſt View a ridiculous Flanting, which, aſſiſting the 
Reſemblance in Perſon and Air, thwarted all his 
Projects of Separation, and left ſo near a Similitude 


between them, as frequently deceived the very Diſ- 
ciples and Followers of bod. * +» 
* * * * - 
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Taz old Sclavonian Proverb ſaid well, That 7 is 
ewith Men, as with Aﬀes ; whoever would keep them 
faſt, muſt find a very good Hold at their Ears. Vet 
I think, we may affirm, that it hath been verified by 
repeated Experience, that, 


Eſigiet tamen hac ſceleratus incula Proteus, 


I x is good therefore, to read the Maxims of our 
Anceſtors, with great Allowances to Times and Per- 
ſons: For, if we look into primitive Records, we 
ſhall ind, that no Revolution have been ſo great, or 
ſo frequent, as thoſe of human Ears. In former Days, 
there was a curious Invention to catch and keep 
them ; which, I think, we may juſtly reckon among 
the Artes perdite : And how can it be otherwiſe, 
when in theſe latter Centuries, the very Species is not 
only diminiſhed to a very lamentable Degree, but the 
poor Remainder is alſo degenerated ſo far, as to 
mock our ſkilfuleſt Tenure? For, if the only Slitting 
of one Ear, in a Stag, hath been found ſufficient to 
propagate the Defect thro' a whole Foreſt ; why 
thould we wonder at the greateſt Conſequences, u 
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ſo many Loppings and Mutilations, to which the Zars 
of dur Fathers, and our own, have been of late ſo 
much expoſed. It is true, indeed, that, while this 
Hand of ours was under the Dominion of Grace, ma- 
ny Endeavours were made to improve the Growth 
of Ears once more among us. The Proportion of 
Largeneſs was not only looked upon as an Ornament 
of the Outward Man, but as a Type of Grace in the 
Irward. Beſides, it is held by Naturaliſts, that if 
there be a Protuberancy of Parts, in the Superior Re- 
gion of the Body, as in the Ears and Noſe, there 


muſt be a Parity alſo in the Irferior ; And therefore in 


that truly . pious Age, the Males in every Aſſembly, 
according as they were gifted, appeared very forward 
in expoſing their Zars to View, and the Regions a- 
bout them; becauſe * Hippocrates tells us, that when 
the Vein behind the Ear happens to be cut, a Man be- 
comes a Eunuch.: And the Females were nothing back- 
warder in beholding and edifying by them: Whereof 
thoſe who had already zſed the Means, looked about 
them with great Concern, in hopes of conceiving a 
ſuitable Offspring by ſuch a Proſpect: Others, who 
Rood Candidates for Benevolence, found there a plenti- 
ful Choice, and were ſure to fix upon ſuch as diſco- 
vered the largeſt Ears, that the Breed might not 
dwindle between them. Laſtly, the devouter Siſters, 
who looked upon all extraordinary Dilatations of that 
Member, as Protruſions of Zeal, or ſpiritual Excreſ- 


cencies, were ſure to honour every Head they ſet up- 


on, as if they had been Marks of Grace; but eſpecial- 
ly, that of the Preacher, whole Ears were uſually of 


the prime Magnitude; which, upon that Account, he 


was very frequent and exact in expoſing with all Ad- 


1 


Lib. de ab re, locis & aquis. 
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vantages, to the People; in his Rhetorial Paroxy/ms, 
turning ſometimes to Hold forth the one, and ſome- 


times to hold forth the other : From which Cuſtom, 
the whole Operation of Preaching is to this very Day 


6 forth; 


Sven was the Progreſs of the Saints, for advancin 
the Size of that Member ; and it is thought, the — 
would have been every way anſwerable, if, in Proceſs 
of Time, a + cruel King had not aroſe, who raiſed a 
bloody Perſecution againſt all Ears, above a certain 
Standard : Upon which, ſome were glad to hide their 
Aouriſhing Sprouts in a black Border, others crept 
| Wholly under a Perriwig ; ſome were ſlit, others 
cropped, and a great Number ſliced off to.the Stumps, 
But of this, more hereafter, in my General Hiſtory of 
Ears; which I deſign very ſpeedily to beſtow upon 
the Public, e 


From this brief Survey of the falling State of Zart, 
in the laſt Age, and the ſmall Care had to advance 
their antient Growth in the preſent, it is manifeſt, 
how little Reaſon we can have to rely upon a Hold 
1o ſhort, ſo weak, and ſo ſlippery; and, that who- 
ever deſires to catch Mankind faſt, muſt have Recourſe 
to ſome other Methods. Now, he that will examine 
human Nature, with Circumſpection enough, 


ma 
diſcover ſeveral Handles, whereof the I Six Senſes a1. ; 


ford one a- piece, beſide a great Number that are 
ſcrewed to the Paſſions, and ſome few riveted to the 
Intellect. Among theſe laſt, Curigſty is one, and, of 


— 


| + This was King Charles the Second, who, at his 


Reſlauration, turned out all the Diſſenting Teachers that 


would not conform. 
I iucluding Scaliger's. 


«i 


among their Profeſſors, tiled by the Phraſe of holding : 
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all others, affords the firmeſt Graſp : Curioſity, th 
Spur in the Side, that Bridle in the Mouth, that Ring 
in the Noſe, of a lazy and impatient, and a gruntin 
Reader. By this Handle it is, that an Author ſhoul 
ſeize upon his Readers; which, as ſoon as he hath 
once compaſſed, all Reſiſtance and Struggling are in 
vain; and they become his Priſoners as cloſe as he 
Fu till Wearineſs or Dulneſs force him to let go 
his Gripe, ed uy | 


And therefore, I, the Author of this miraculous 
Treatiſe, have hitherto, beyond Expectation, main- 
tained, by the aforeſaid Handle, a firm Hold upon my 
gentle Readers: It is with great Reluctance, that I am 
at length compelled to remit my Graſp ; leaving them 
in the Peruſal of what remains, to that natural Oyci- 
zancy inherent in the Tribe. I can only aſſure thee, 
Courteous Reader, for both our Comforts, that my 
Concern is altogether equal to thine, for my Unhappi- 
neſs in loſing, or miſlaying among my Papers the re- 
maining Part of theſe Memoirs; which conſiſted of 
Accidents, Turns, and Adventures, both New, Agree- 
able, and Surpriſing ; and therefore calculated, in all 
due Points, to the an Taſte of this our noble Age. 
But, alas! with my utmoſt Endeavours, I have been 
able only to retain a few of the Heads, Under which, 
there was a full Account, how Peter got a Protection 
out of the King's-Bench ; and of a || Reconcilement 
between Jack and Him, upon a Deſign they had in 
a certain rainy Night, to trepan Brother Martin into a 

85 | | Spung- 
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I the Reign of King James the Second, the Preſby- 
terians, by the King's Invitation, joined with the Papiſts, 
againſt 15 Church of England, and Addreſſed him for 
Repeal of the Penal-Laws and Teſt. The King, by his Dif 
fenſing Power, gave Liberty of Conſcience, a” _ 

| | ap 
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Spunging-houfe, and there ay him to the Sking 
3k Martin, with much ado, ſhewed them both a fair 
Pair of Heels. How a zew Warrant came out againſt 
Peter; upon which, how Fack left him in the Lurch, 
Hole his Protection, and made uſe of it himſelf. How ¾ ! 
* ay Tatters came into Faſhion in Caurt and Cyy ; 
ow he + got upon a great Horſe, and eat | Cuſtard. 
But the Particulars of all theſe, with ſeveral others, 
which have now ſlid out of my Memory, are loſt be- 
yond all Hopes of Recovery. For which Misfortune, 
leaving my Readers to condole with each other, as far 
as they ſhall find it to agree with their ſeveral Con- 
ſtitutions; but conjuring them by all the Friendſhip 8 
that hath paſſed between Us, from the Title-Page to 
this, not to deere ſo far as to injure their Healths, 
for an Accident paſt Remedy; I now go on to the 
Ceremonial Part of an accompliſhed Writer, and there- 
fore, by a Courtly Modern, leaſt of all others to by 
omitted. 25 N 
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Papiſts and Preſbyterians made uſe ; but, upon the Requ- 
lution, the Papiſts being down of courſe, the Preſbyterians 
freely continued their Aſſemblies, by Virtue of King 
James's Indulgence, before they had a Toleration by Law. 
This ] believe the Author means by Jack's flealing Peter's 
Protection, and making uſe of it himſelf. 3 

+ Sir Humphry Lan, a Preſbyterian, was ſoms 
Tears ago Lord-Mayor of London, and had the Inſolence 
to go in his Formalities to a Conventicle, with the Eu- 
igns of his Office. 

I Cuſtard is a famous Diſh at a Lord-Mayor's Fraſt. 
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The CONCLUSION. 


OING too long is a Cauſe of Abortion as effech 
tual, tho? not ſo frequent, as Going too ort; 
and holds true eſpecially in the Labours of the 
Brain. Well fare the Heart of that Noble * Fe/uit 
who firſt adventured to confeſs in Print, that Books 
muſt be ſaited to their ſeveral Seaſons, like Dreſs, and 
Diet, and Diverſions : And better fare our noble Na- 
tion, for refining upon this, among other French Modes. 
I am living faſt, to ſee the Time, when a Boo#, that 
miſſes its Tide, ſhall be negledted, as the Moon by 
Day, or like Mackarel a Week after the Seaſon. No 
Man hath more nicely obſerved our Climate, than the 
Bookſeller who bought the Copy of this Work; He 
knows to a Tittle what Subjects will beſt go off in 3 
dry Year, and who it is proper to expoſe foremoſt, 
when the Weather-glaſs is Fallen to much Rain. When 
he had ſeen this Treatiſe, and conſulted his Alma- 
nac upon it, he gave me to underſtand, that he had 
manifeſtly conſidered the two Principal Things, which 
were the Bull, and the Subje# ; and found, it would 
never tale, but after a long Vacation, and then only, 
in caſe it ſhould happen to be a hard Year for Turnips. 
Upon which I defired to know, confrdering my urgent 
Neceſſities, what he thought might be acceptable this 
Month. He looked Veſtavard, and ſaid, I doubt we 
fall have a Fit of bad Weather ; However, If you 
could prepare ſome pretty little Banter (but not in Verſe) 
or'a ſmall Treatiſe upon the — it would run like 
Wild Fire. But, if it hold up, 1 have already hired 
an Author to write ſomething againſt Dr. B--tl-y, which 
J am ſure, will turn to Account. 85 
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Ar length we agreed upon this Expedient z That, 
when a Cuſtomer comes for one of theſe, and defires 
in Confidence to know the Author ; he will tell him 
very privately, as a Friend, naming which ever of the 
Wits ſhall happen to be that Week in the Vogue ; and 
if Durfy's laſt Play ſhould be in courſe, I had as lieve, 
he may be the Perſon as Congreve. This I mention, 
| becauſe I am wonderfully well acquainted with the 
' preſent Reliſh of Courteous Readers; and have often 
obſerved, with ſingular Pleaſure, that a F/y, driven 
from a Honey-pot, will immediately, with very good 
Appetite alight, and finiſh his Meal on an £xcrement. 


IAR one Word to ſay upon the Subject of Profound 
Writers, who are grown very numerous of late; and, 
I know very well, the judicious World is reſolved to 
lit me in that Number. I conceive therefore, as to 
the Buſineſs of being Profound, that it is with Writers, 
as with Wells, a Perſon with good Eyes may fee to 
the Bottom of the deepeſt, provided any Water be 
there ; and that often, when there is nothing in the 
World at the Bottom, beſides Dryne and Dirt, tho 
it be but a Vard and half under Ground, it ſhall paſs, 
however, for wondrous Deep, upon no wiſer a Reaſon 
than becauſe it is wondrous Dark. 0 


I am now trying an Experiment very frequent a- 
mong Modern Authors; which is, to sri upon No- 
thing: When the Subject is utterly exhauſted, to let 
the Pen ſtill move on; by ſome called, the Ghoſt 
of Wit, delighting to walk after the Death of its Bo- 
dy. And to ſay the Truth, there ſeems to be no Part 
of Knowledge in fewer Hands, than that of Diſcern- 
ing when to haue Dane. By the Time that an Author 

has writ out a Book, he and his Readers are become 
old Acquaintants, and grow very loth to Part; ſo that I 


have 


The CONCLUSION. 57 


have ſometimes known it to be in Writing, as in Vi- 
ſiting, where the Ceremony of taking Leave has em- 

loyed more Time than the whole Converſation before. 

he Concluſion of a Treatiſe reſembles the Conclu- 
fion of Human Life, which hath ſometimes been com- 
pared to the End of a Feaſt; where few are ſatisfied 
to depart, ut plenus vita conviva ; For Men will fit 
down after the fulleſt Meal, though it be only to de, 
or to ſſeep out the reſt of the Day, But, in this lat- 
ter, I differ extremely from other Writers ; and ſhall 
be too proud, if, by all my Labours, I can have any 
ways contributed to the Repo/e of Mankind in + Times 
ſo turbulent and unquiet as theſe. Neither, do I 
think ſuch an Employment ſo very alien from the Of- 
fice of a Vit, as ſome would ſuppoſe. For among a 
very Polite Nation in 4 Greece, there were the /ame 
Temples built and conſecrated to Sſeep and the Muſes, 
between which two Deities, they believed the ſtricteſt 
Friendſhip was eſtabliſhed, A 


I nave one concluding Favour, to requeſt of my 
Reader that he will not expect to be equally divert- 
ed and informed by every Line, or every Page of this 
Diſcourſe ; but give ſome Allowance to the Author's 
Spleen, and ſhort Fits or Intervals of Dulneſs, as well 
as his own ; and lay it ſeriouſly to his Conſcience, whe- 
ther, if he were walking the Streets, in dirty Wea- 
ther, or a rainy Day ; he would allow it fair Dealing 
in Folks at their Eaſe from a Window, to critic his 
Gait, and ridicule his Dreſs at ſuch a Juncture. 


In my Diſpoſure of Employments of the Brain, z 
have thought fit to make Iawention the Maſter, and, 
give Method, and Reaſon, the Office of its Lacqueys. 
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tr> De CONCLUSION. 


The Cauſe of this Diſtribution was, from obſerving f 
my peculiar Caſe, to be often under a Temptation of 
being Vitiy, upon Occaſion, where I could be neither 
W:/e nor Sound, nor any thing to the Matter in hand. 
And, I am too much a Servant of the Modern Way, 
to neglect any ſuch Opportunities, whatever Pains or 
Improprieties I may be at, to introduce them. For, 
F have obſerved, that from a laborious Collection of 
Seven Hundred Thirty Eight Flowers, and /hining 
Hints of the beſt Modern Authors, digeſted with great 
Reading, into my Book of Common-places ; J have not 
been able, after five Years, to draw hook, or force in- 
to common Converſation, any more than a Dozen, 
Of which Dozen, the one Moiety failed of Succeſs, 
by being dropped among unſuitable Company ; and the 
other coſt me ſo many Strains, and Traps, and An- 
zages to introduce, that I at length reſolved to give 
it over. Now, this Diſappointment (to diſcover 2 
Secret) I muſt own, gave me the firſt Hint of ſetting 
up for an Author; and I haye ſince found among ſome 

articular Friends, that it is become a very general 
:omplaint, and has produced the ſame Effects upon 
many others. For, 1 have remarked many a toward- 

ty World to be wholly neglected or deſpiſed in D/ 
courſe, which hath paſſed very ſmoothly, with ſome 
Conſideration and Eſteem, after its Preferment and 
Sanction in Print. But now, fince by the Liberty and 
Encouragement of the Preſs, I am grown abſolute 
Maſter of the Occaſions and Opportunities, to expoſe 
the Talents I have acquired; I already diſcover, that 
the 7/ues of my Ob/ervanda begin to grow too large 
for the. Receipts. Therefore, I ſhall here pauſe a 
while, till J find, by feeling the World's Pulſe, and 
my own, that it will be of abſolute Neceſſity for us 
boch, to reſume my Pen. 
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H E following Diſcourſe, as it is unqueſti- 
onably of the ſame Author, ſo it ſeeins to 
have been written about the ſame Time with 

the former; I mean, the Year 1697, when 
the famous Diſpute was on foot, about Ancient and 

Modern Learning. The Controverſy took its Riſe 
from an Eſſay of Sir William Temple's, upon that Sub- 
jet ; which was anſwered by V. Wotton, B. D. with 
an Appendix by Dr, Bentley, endeavouring to deftroy 

the Credit of /Z/op and Phalaris, for Authors, whom 

Sir William Temple had, in the Eſſay before-mentioned, 

highly commended. In that Appendix, the Doctor 
falls hard upon a new Edition of Phalaris, put out by 

the Honourable Charles Boyle (now Earl of Orrery}) 
to which, Mr. Boyle reply'd at large with great Learn- 
ing and Wit; and the Doctor, voluminoully, rejoin'd. 

In this Diſpute, the Town highly reſented to ſee a 

Ferſon of Sir Villiam Temple's Character and Merits, 

N roughly, 
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roughly uſed by the two Reverend Gentlemen afore- 
ſaid, and without any Manner of Provocation. At 
length there appearing no End of the Quarrel, our 
Author tells us, that the BOOKS in St. Fames's Li- 
brary, looking upon themſelves -as Parties principally 
concerned, took up the Controverſy, and came to a 
deciſive Battle; but the Manuſcript, by the Injury of 
Fortune, or Weather, being in ſeveral Places imper- 
fect, we cannot learn to which Side the Victory fell. 


AT musT warn the Reader, to beware of applying to 
Perſons what is here meant, only of Books in the moſt 
literal Senſe. So, when Virgil is mentioned, we are 
not to underſtand the Perſon of a famous Poet, called 
by that Name ; but only certain Sheets of Paper, bound 
up in Leather, containing, in Print, the Works of the 
ſaid Poet: And fo of ghereſt, "FF $1 


THE 


T HE 
| „F 
AU THOR: 
ATY R is a Sort of Glaſs, wvherein Bebolders 
do generally diſcover every Body's Face but their 
Own ; which is the chief Reaſon for that kind 
Reception it meets with in the World, and that 
fo wery few are offend:d with it. But if it ſhould hap- 
pen otherwiſe, the Danger is not great; and, I have 
learned from long Experience, newer to apprehend Miso 
chief from thoſe Under ſtandings, 1 hae been able to 
provokes For, Anger and Fury, tho“ they add Strength 
to the Sinews of the Body, yet are found to relax thoſe of 


the Mind, and to render all its Efforts feeble and im- 
Potent. 


THERE is a Brain that will endure but one Scum- 
ming; let the Owner gather it with Diſcretion, and 
manage his little Stock with Huſbandry 3 but of all 
Things, let him beware of bringing it under the Laſh 4 

| N 2 hs 
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his Betters; becauſe, That will make it all babble up 
into Impertinence, and he will find no new Supply. Wit, 
without Knowledge, being a Sort of Cream, which ga- 
thers in a Night to the Top, and, by a ſkilful Hand, may 
be ſoon whipped into Froth ; but once ſcummed away, 
ewhat appears underneath, will be fit for nothing, but to 
be thrown to the Hogs, 


A Fur. 


( 159) 
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Fought laſt FRI DA, &c. 
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ſpeRion, into the ® Annual Records of 
Time, will find it remarked, that War 


Daughter of Riches : The Former of which Aſſertions 


may be ſoon granted; but one cannot ſo eaſily ſubſcribe 


to the Latter: For Pride is nearly related to Beggary 
and Want, either by Father or Mother, and ſometimes 
by both ; and, to ſpeak naturally, it very ſeldom 
happens among Men to fall out, when all have enough : 
Invaſions uſually travelling from North to South, that 


* ä 


— 


* Riches produceth Pride; Pride is War's Ground, 


Sc. Vid, Ephem, de * Clarke ; opt. Edit. 
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H O E VE R examines with due Circum- 


is the Child of Pride, and Pride the 
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is to ſay, from Poverty upon Plenty. The moſt an- 
tient and natural Grounds of Quarrels, are Luft and A- 
warice ; Which, tho' we may allow to be Brethren or 
collateral Branches of Pride, are certainly the Iſſues of 
Want. For, to ſpeak in the Phraſe of Writers upon the 
Politics, we may obſerve in the Republic of Dogs, (which 
in its Original ſeems to be an Inſtitution of the Many 

that the whole State is ever in the profoundeſt Peace, 
after a full Meal; and, that Civil Broils ariſe among 
them, when it happens for one great Bone to be ſeized 
on by fome /eading Dog, who either divides it among 
the Few, and then it falls to an Oligarchy, or keeps it 
- to himſelf, and then it runs up to a 7yrammy. The ſame 
Reaſoning alſo holds Place among them, in thoſe Diſ- 
ſenſions we behold upon a Turgelcency in any of their 
Females. For, the Right of Poſſeffion lying in com- 
mon (it being impoſſible to eſtabliſn a Property in ſo 


delicate a Cafe) J ealouſies and Suſpicions do ſo abound, 


that the whole Common- wealth of that Street, is re- 
duced to a wanifeſt State of Mar, of every Citizen a- 
gainſt every Cilizen; *till ſome one of more Courage, 
Conduct, or Fortune than the reſt, ſeizes and enjoys 

the Prize: Upon which, naturally ariſes Plenty of 
Heart burning, and Envy, and Snarling againſt the 
 Hapjy Dog. Again, if we look upon any of theſe Re- 
publics engaged in a foreign War, either of Invaſion 
or Defence, we ſhall find, the ſame Reaſoning will 
ſerve, as to the Grounds and Occaſions of each; and 


that Poverty, or Want, in ſome Degree or other, (whe- 


ther real, or in Opinion, which makes no Alteration in 
the Cale) has a great Share, as well as Pride, on the 
Part of the Aggreſſor. 


Now, whoever will pleaſe to take this Scheme, 
and either reduce or adapt it to an intellectual State, or 
Common wealth of Learning, will ſoon diſcover the 
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The BATTLE. 151 
firſt Ground of Diſagreement between the two great 
Parties at this Time in Arms; and may form juſt Con- 
cluſions upon the Merits of either Cauſe. But the Iſſue 
or Events of this War are not ſo eaſy to conjecture at: 
For, the preſent Quarrel is ſo inflamed by the warm 
Heads of either Faction, and the Pretenſions ſomewhere 
or other ſo exorbitant, as not to admit the leaſt Over- 


tures of Accommodation: This Quarrel firſt began (as 


I have heard it affirm'd by an old Dweller in the Neigh- 
bourhood) about a ſmall Spot of Ground, hing and be- 
ing upon one of the two Tops of the Hill Parnaſſus ; 
the higheſt and largeſt of which had, it ſeems, been, 
Time out of Mind, in quiet Poſſeſſion of certain Te- 
nants called the Antients; and the other was held by 
the Moderns. But theſe, diſſiking their preſent Station, 
ſent certain Ambaſſadors to the Antients, complaining 


of a great Nuiſance, how the Height of that Part of 


Parnaſſus quite ſpoiled the Proſpe& of theirs, eſpeci- 
ally towards the Zaft ; and therefore, to avoid a War, 
offer'd them the Choice of this Alternative ; either 


that the Antients would pleaſe to remove themſelves 


and their Effects down to the lower Summity, which 
the Moderns would graciouſly ſurrender to them, 
and advance in their Place; or elſe, that the ſaid 
Antients will give Leave to the Moderns, to come with 
Shovels and Mattocks, and level the ſaid Hill, as 
low as they ſhall think it convenient. To which, 
the Antients made Anſwer ; how little they expected 
ſuch a Meſſage as this, from a Colony, whom they 
had admitted out of their own Free Grace, to ſo near 


a Neighbourhood. That, as to their own Seat, they 


were Aborigines of it, and therefore to talk with them 
of a Removal or Surrender, was a Language they did 


not underſtand. That if the Height of the Hill, on 
their Side, ſhortened the Proſpect of the Modern, it 


was a Diſadvantage they could not help, but deſired 
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162 Te BATTLE. 

them to conſider, whether that Injury (if it be any} 
were not largely recompenſed by the Shade and Shel- 
ter it afforded them. I hat as to the levelling or dig- 
ging down, it was either Folly and Ignorance to pro- 
poſe it, if they did, or did not know, how that Side 
of the Hill was an intire Rock, which would break 


their Tools and Hearts, without any Damage to itſelf. 


'That they would therefore adviſe the Moderns, rather 
to raiſe their own Side of the Hill, than dream of pul- 
ling down that of the Antients; to the former of which, 
they would not only give Licence, but alſo largely 
contribute. All this was rejeed by the Moderns, with 
much Indignation, who ſtill inſiſted upon one of the 
two Expedients; and ſo this Difference broke out in- 
to a long and obſtinate War, maintained on the one 
Part by Reſolution, and by the Courage of certain 
Leaders and Allies; but on the other, by the Great- 
neſs of their Number, upon all Defeats, afford ing con- 
tinual Recruits. In this Quarrel, whole Rivulets of 
Ink have been exhauſted, and the Virulence of both 
Parties enormouſly augmented. Now, it muſt here 


be under food, that Ink is the great miſſive Weapon, 
in all Battles of the Learned, which convey'd thro? 


a Sort of Engine, called a Quill, infinite Numbers of 
ttheſe are darted at the Enemy, by the Valiant on each 
Side, with equal Skill and Violence, as if it were an 


Engagement of Porcupines. This malignant Liquor 


was compounded by the Engineer who invented it, 
of two Ingredients, which are Gall and Copferas, by 
its Bitterneſs and Venom, to /uit in ſome Degree, as 
well as to foment the Genius of the Combatants. And 
as the Grecians, after an Engagement, when they 
could not agree about the Victory, were wont to ſet 
up Trophies on both Sides, the beaten Party being 
content to be at the ſame Expence, to keep itſelf in 
Countenance (a laudable and antient Cuſtom, happily 
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revived of late, in the Art of War) ſo the Learned, af- 
ter a ſharp and bloody Diſpute, do on both Sides hang 
out their Trophies too, which ever comes by the worſt. 
Theſe Trophies have largely inſcribed on them the 
Merits of the Cauſe ; a full impartial Account of ſuch 
a2 Battle, and how the Victory fell clearly to the Party 
that ſet them up. They are known to the World un- 
der ſeveral Names; as, Diſputes, Arguments, Rejoinders, 
Brief Conſiderations, Anſwers, Replies, Remarks, Re- 
Hections, Objections, Confutations. For a very few 
Days they are fix'd up in all public Places, either by 
themſelves or their * Repreſentatives, for Paſſengers 
to gaze at: From whence the Chiefeſt and Largeſt 
are removed to certain Magazines, they call Libraries, 
there to remain in a Quarter purpoſely aſſign'd them, 
and from thenceforth begin to be call'd, Books of 
Controverſy. 


In theſe Books, is wonderfully inſtilled and pre- 
ſerved, the Spirit of each Warrior, while he is alive, 
and after his Death, his Soul tranſmigrates there, to 
inform them. This, at leaſt, is the more common Opi- 
nion; but, I believe, it is with Libraries, as with other 
Cemeteries, where ſome Philoſophers affirm, that a 
certain Spirit, which they call Brutum hominis, hovers 
over the Monument, *till the Body is corrupted, and 
turns to Duſt, or to Worms, but then vaniſhes or diſ- 
ſolves ; So we may ſay, a reſtleſs Spirit haunts over 
every Book, till Duſt or Worms have ſeized upon it ; 
which to ſome may happen in a few Days, but to others 
later : And therefore, Books of Controverſy, being of 
all others, haunted by the moſt diſorderly Spirits, have 
always been confined in a ſeparate Lodge from the reſt ; 
and for fear of mutual Violence againſt each other, it 
was thought prudent by our Anceſtors, to bind them 
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to the. Peace with ſtrong Iron Chains. Of which In- 


vention, the original Occafion was this: When the 
Works of Scotus firſt came out, they were carried to 
a certain great Library, and had Lodgings appointed 
them ; but this Author was no ſooner ſettled, than he 
went to viſit his Maſter Ariſtotle, and there both con- 


certed together, to ſeize Plato by main Force, and turn 


him out from his antient Station among the Dziwines, 
where he had peaceably dwelt near eight hundred 
Vears. The Attempt ſucceeded, and the two Uſurpers 


have reigned ever ſince in his ſtead: But to maintain 


Quiet for the future, it was decreed, that all Polemics, 
of the larger Size, ſhould be held faſt with a Chain. 


By this Expedient, the public Peace of Libraries 
might certainly have been preſerv'd, if a new Species 
of controverſial Books had not aroſe cf late Years, in- 
ſtinct with a moſt malignant Spirit, from the War a- 
bove-mentioned, between the Learned, about the higher 
Summity of Parnaſſus. 


_ Waen theſe Books were firſt admitted into the pub- 
lic Libraries, I remember to have ſaid upon Occaſion, 


to feveral Perſons concerned, how I was ſure, they 


would create Broils where-ever they came, unleſs a 
World of Care were taken : And therefore, I adviſed, 
that the Champions of each Side ſhould be coupled to- 
gether, or otherwiſe mix'd, that like the blending of 
contrary Poiſons, their Malignity might be employed 


among themſelves. And it ſeems, I was neither an ill 


Prophet, nor an ill Counſellor ; for it was nothing elſe 
but the Neglect of this Caution, which gave Occaſion 
to the terrible Fight that happen'd on Friday laſt be- 
tw cen the Anticnt and Modern Books in the King's Libra- 
7y, Now, becauſe the Talk of this Battle is fo freſh in 
every Body's Mouth, and the Expectation of the Town 
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poſſeſſed of all Qualifications requiſite in an Hiſfori an, 
and retained by neither Party, have reſolved to com- 
ply with the urgent [mportunity of my Friends, by writ- 
ing down a full impartial Account thereof. 


Taz Guardian of the Regal Library, a Perſon of 


great Valour, but chiefly renowned for his“ Humani- 
75, had been a fierce Champion for the Moderns, and in 
an Engagement upon Parnaſſus, had vowed, with his 


own Hands, to knock down two of the Antient Chiefs, 
who guarded a ſmall Paſs on the ſuperior Rock ; but, 


endeavouring to climb up, was cruelly obliruted by 


his own unhappy Weight, and Tendency towards his 


Center; a Quality, to which, thoſe of the Modern 
Party, are extreme ſubje& ; For, being light-headed, 
they have, in Speculation, a wonderful Agility, and 
conceive nothing too high for them to mount ; but, in 


reducing to Practice, diſcover a mighty Preſſure about 


their Poſteriors and their Heels. Having thus failed 
in his Deſign, the diſappointed Champion bore a cru- 
el Rancour to the Antients, which he reſolved to gra- 
tify, by ſhewing all Marks of his Favour to the Books 
of their Adverſaries, and lodging them in the faireſt 
Apartments ; when at the ſame 'Time, whatever Book 
had the Boldneſs to own itſelf for an Advocate of the 
Antients, was buried alive in ſome obſcure Corner, 
and threatned, upon the leaſt Diſpleaſure, to be turn- 
ed out of Doors. Beſides, it ſo happened, that about 
this Time, there was a ſtrange Confuſion of Place a- 
mong all the Books in the Library ; for which ſeveral 
Reaſons were aſſigned. Some imputed it to a great 
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* The honourable Mr. Boyle, in the Preface to his 
Edition of Phalaris, ſays, he was refiſed a Manuſcript 
Ly the Library Keeper, pro ſolita Humanitate ſua, 
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Heap of learned Duſt, which a perverſe Wind blew off 
from a Shelf of Mogerns into the Keeper's Eyes. O- 
thers affirmed, he had a Humour to pick the Worms 
out of the Schoolmen, and ſwallow them freſh and faſt- 
ing; whereof ſome fell upon his Spleen, and ſome 
climbed up into his Head, to the great Perturbation of 
both. And laſtly, others maintained, that by walk- 
ing much in the dark about the Library, he had 


quite loſt the Situation of it out of his Head ; and there- 


fore, in replacing his Books, he was apt to miſtake, and 
clap Des-Cartes next to Ariſtotle; Poor Plato had got 
between Hobbs and the Sewen wiſe Maſters, and Virgil 
was hemm'd in with Dryden on one fide, and W:thers 
on the other. 


MA while, thoſe Books that were Advocates for 
the Moderns, choſe out one from among them, to make 
a Progreſs thro' the whole Library, examine the Num- 
ber and Strength of their Party, and concert their Af- 
fairs. This Meſſenger performed all Things very induſ- 
triouſly, and brought back with him a Lift of their 
Forces, in all Fifty Thouſand, conſiſting chiefly of 
light Horſe, beavuyarmid Foot, and Mercenaries: 
W hereof the Foot were in general but ſorrily armed, 
and worſe clad : Their Hr/es large, but extremely out 
of Caſe and Heart ; however, ſome few, by trading 
among the Aulients, had furniſh'd themſelves tolerably 
enough. | 


_ WaiLe Things were in the Ferment; Diſcord grew 
extremely high, hot Words paſſed on both ſides, and 


ill Blood was plentifully bred. Here a ſolitary Antient, 


ſqueeſed up among a whole Shelf of Moderns, offered 
fairly to diſpute the Caſe, and to prove by manifeſt 
Reaſon, that the Priority was due to them, from long 
Poſſeſſion, and in regard of their Prudence, Antiqui- 
ty, and above all, their great Merits toward the Mo- 


dernt. 
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d:rns, But theſe denied the Premiſſes, and ſeemed 
very much to wonder, how the Antients could pretend 
to inſiſt upon their Antiquity, when it was ſo plain (if 
they went to that) that the Moderns were much the 
more Antient of the two. As for any Obligations 
they owed to the Antients, they renounced them all. 
It is true, ſaid they, wve are informed, ſome few of our 


Party have been ſo mean to borrow their Subſijlance 


from Tou; but the reſt, infinitely the greater Number 
{and eſpecially, we French and Engliſh) were ſo far 
from ſtooping to ſo baſe an Example, that there never 
paſſed, till this very Hour, fix Words between us, For, 
our Horſes avere of our own Breeding, our Arms of our 
own Forging, and our Cloths of our cn Cutting out 
and Sewing. Plato was, by Chance, upon the next 
Shelf, and obſerving thoſe that ſpoke to be in the 
ragged Plight, mentioned a while ago; their Fades 
lean and foundered, their Veapons of rotten Wood, 
their Armour ruſty, and nothing but Rags under- 
neath ; he laughed loud, and, in his pleatant Way, 
ſwore, By——, he believed them. 


Now, the Moderns had not proceeded in their late : 


Negotiation, with Secrecy enough to eſcape the No- 
tice of the Enemy. For, thoſe Advocates, who had be- 
gun the Quarrel, by ſetting firſt on foot the Diſpute of 
Precedency, talked ſo loud of coming to a Battle, that 
Temple happened to over-hear them, and gave imme- 
diate Intelligence to the Antients; who, thereupon, 
drew up their ſcattered 'Troops together, reſolving to 
act upon the defenſive: Upon which, ſeveral of the 
Moderns fled over to their Party, and among the reſt, 
Temple himſelf. This Temple having been educated, 
and long converſed among the Antients, was, of all 
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the Moderns, their greateſt Favourite, and became their x. 


greateſt Champion. 4 
Ta : k 
THrincs were at this Criſis, when a material Acci. V 
dent fell out. For, upon the higheſt Corner of a large 
Window, there dwelled a certain Spider, ſwollen up to le 
the firſt Magnitude, by the Deſtruction of infinite Num- tl 
ber of Flies, whoſe Spoils lay ſcattered before the Gates b 
of his Palace, like human Bones before the Cave of a 
ſome Giant. The Avenues to his Caſtle were guarded H 
with T'urn-pikes, and Paliſadoes, all after the Modern 4. 
Way of Fortification. After you had paſſed ſeveral tf 
Courts, you came to the Center, wherein you might A 
behold the Conſfable himſelf in his own Lodgings, pt 
which had Windows fronting to each Avenue, and Jo 
Ports to ſally out upon all Occaſions of Prey or Defence. / 
In this Manſion, he had for ſome Time dwelt in Peace be 
and Plenty, without Danger to his Per/on by Saval- 5 
lows from above, or to his Palace by Brooms from al 
below: When it was the Pleaſure of Fortune to con- be 
duct thither a wandering Bee, to whoſe Curioſity a bro- or 
ken Pane in the Glaſs had diſcovered itſelf; and in he Je 
went, where expatiating a while, he at laſt happened Jo 
to alight upon one of the outward Walls of the Si- 2 
der's Citadel ; which yielding to the unequal Weight, al 
ſunk down to the very Foundation. Thrice he endea- 2 
voured to force his Paſſage, and thrice the Center a 
ſhook. The Spider within, Being the terrible Convul- 2 
ſion, ſuppoſed at firſt, that Nature was approaching Flo 
to her final Diſſolution; or elſe, that Be/zebub with in 
all his Legions, was come to revenge the Death of D 
many thouſands of his Subjects, whom his Enemy 5 
had ſlain and devoured. However, he at length vali- ar 
antly reſolved to iſſue forth' and meet his Fate, Mean le; 
while, the Bee had acquitted himſelf of his Toils, and fit 
poſted ſecurely at ſome Diſtance, was employed in of 


cleanſing his Wings, and diſengaging them from the 
| IG rag- 
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ragged Remnants of the Cobweb. By this Time the 


Spider was ad ventured out, when beholdin g the Chaſms, 
the Ruins, and Dilapidations of bis Fortreſs, he was 
very near at his Wit's End; he ſtormed and ſwore like 
a Mad-man, and ſwelled till he was ready to burſt. At 
length, caſting kjs Eye upon the Bee, and wiſely ga- 
thering Cauſes from Events (for they knew each other 
by Sight) 4 Plague ſplit y:u, ſaid he, for a giday Son of 


a Whore; is it ou, with a Vengeance, that haue made 


this Litter here ? Could not you look before you, and be 


d? do you think I have nothing elſe to do (in 
the Devil's Name) but to mend and repair after your 
Arſe ? Good Wards, Friend, ſaid the Bee, (having now 


pruned himſelf, and being diſpoſed to drole) TI give 


you my Hand and Word to come near your Kennel no more; 


{ was newer in ſuch a confounded Pickle fince I was. 


torn. Sirrah, replied the Spider, if it were not for 
breaking an old Cuſtom in our Family, never ta ffir 
abroad againſt an Enemy, I ſhould come and teach you. 
better Manners, I pray have Patience, (aid the Bee, 


er you will ſpend your Subſtance, aud for aught J ſee, 


Jeu may ſiand in need of it all, towards the Repair. of 


Jour Houſe. Rogue, Rogue, replied the Spider, yet, ne- 
thinks you ſhould have more Reſpect to a Perſon, whom 


all the Norld allows to be ſo much your Betters. By 


my Troth, ſaid the Bee, the Compariſon will amount te 
a very good Teſt, and you will do me a Fawoar, to 


let me know the Reaſons, that all the Worid is plenſed 


to uſe in ſo hopeful a Diſpute. At this, the Spider, hav- 
ing ſwelled himſelf into the Size and Poſture of a 


Diſputant, began his Argument in the true Spirit of 


Controverſy, with Reſolution to be heartily ſcurrilous : 


and angry, to urge oz his own Reaſons, without the 


leaſt Regard to the Anſwers or Objections of his Oppo- 
fite 3 and fully predetermined in his Mind againſt all 


Conviction. 3 
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NNO T todifparage myſelf, ſaid he, by the Compariſon 
auith ſuch à Raſcal ; wheat art thou but a Vagabond 
ewithout Houſe or Home, withoug Stock or Inheritance ? 
born to no' Poſſeſſion of your. own, but a pair of Wings and 
a Drone: pipe. Your Livelihood is a univerſal Plunder 
upon Nature; a Freebooter over Fields and Gardens; and, 
for the ſake of Stealing, will rob a Nettle as readily as a 
Violet. Whereas I am a domeſtic Animal, furn/b'd.with 
a native Stack within myſelf. This large Caſtle {to 
ſhew my Improvements in the Mathematics) is all built 
with my 0WN Hands, and the Materials extracted alto- 
gether out of my own Perſon, © 


I AM glad, anſwered the Bee, to hear you grant at 
leaſt, that I am come honeſtly by my Wings and my V, oice; 
for then, it ſeems, I am obliged to Heaven alone for. my 
Flights and my Muſic ; and Providence would never have 
beſtowed on me tabo ſuch Gifts, without deſigning them 
for the nobliſt Ends, JI wiſit, indeed, all the Flowers 
and Bliſoms' of the Field and the Garden; but whatever 
collect from thente, enriches myſelf, without the lat 
Injury to their Beauty, their Smell, or their Taſte. Now, 
for you and your Skill in Architecture and other Matbe- 
matics, I have little to ſay: In that Building of yours, 
there might, for aught I know; (hive beet Labour and 


Method enough, but by wwoful Experitncs for us both; 


it is plain, the Materials are naugbt, and I hope, you 


will henceforth take Warning, and conſider Duration 


and Matter as well as Method and Art. Yau, boaſt, 
indeed, of being obliged" io no other: Creature; but of 


drawing and [pinning out all from: yourſelf ;, That'is to 
Jay, if aue may judge of the Liquor in the Heſſal by what. 
1//ues out, you poſſeſs a good | plentiful Store of Dirt and 
Poiſon in your Breaft,; and, tho I would by no means 
eſſen or diſparage your genuine Stock of either, yet, I 


doubt you ars ſomewhat obliged. for an Jucrtaſe of both, 
7 | ; 450 7 $ #6 


>. Iv 


— „„ „ 6 „ O35 faxes Þy 


ee ee . e 


D B AT L . 171 
to à little foreign Aſſiſtance. Your inherent Portion do 
Dirt, does not fail of Acquiſitions, by Sweepings exhaled 
from below ; and one Inſect furniſhes you with a Share 
of Poiſon to deſtroy another. So that in ſhort, the Que /- 
tion comes all to this; whether is the nobler Being of 
the two, that which by a lazy Contemplation of four 
Inches round ; by an over-aweemng Pride, which, feed- 
ing and engendering on itſelf, turns all into Excrement 
and Venom ; producing nothing at all, but Fly-bane and 
a Cobweb : Or that, which by an univerſal Range, with 
long Search, much Study, true Judgment, and Diſtinc- 
tion of Things, brings home Honey and War. = LL 


Txis Diſpute was managed with ſuch Eagerneſs, 
Clamour, and Warmth, that the two Parties of Books 
in Arms below, ſtood filent a while, waiting in Suſ- 
penſe what would be the Iflue ; which was not = 
undetermined: For the Bee grown impatient at ſo muc 
Loſs of Time, fled ſtrait away to a Bed of Roſes, with- 
out looking for a Reply ; and left the Spider like an 
Orator, collected in himielf, and juſt prepared to burſt 
out, WER | LON 

Ir happened this Emergency, that E. 
broke — art. He had been of late moſt barba- 
rouſly treated by a ſtrange Effect of the * * Hu- 
manity, who had torn off his Title-Page, ſorely de- 
faced one half of his Leaves, and chained him faſt a- 
mong a Shelf of Moderns, Where ſoon mrs js 
how high the Quarrel was like to proceed, he trie 
all his Arts, and turned himſelf to a thouſand Forms: 
At length, in the borrowed Shape of an %, the Re- 
gent miſtook him for a- Modern; 3 which Means, he 
had Time and Opportunity to eſcape fo the Antienis, 
juſt when the Spider. and the Bee were entering into 
their Conteſt ; to which he gave his Attention with 
2 World of Pleaſure; and, When it was ended, ſwore 
in the loudeſt Key, that, in 8 his Life, he 3 

; 5 nown 
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known two Caſes ſo parallel and adapt to each other, 
as that in the Window, and this upon the Shelves. 
The Diſputants, ſaid he, have admirably managed the 
Diſpute between them, have taken in the full Strength 
of all that is to be ſaid on both Sides, and exhauſted the 
Subſtance of every Argument pro and con. It is but to 
adjuſt the Reaſonings of both to the preſtnt Quarrel, then 
to compare and apply the Labours and Fruits of each, as 
the Bee has learnedly deduced them; and wwe ſhall find 
the Concluſion full, plain, and cloſe upon the Moderns and 
Us. For, pray-Gentlemen, was ever any Thing, ſa Mo- 
dern as the Spider, in his Air, his Turns, and his 
Paradoxes * he argues in the behalf of You his Bre- 
hren, and himſelf, with many Boaſlings of his na- 
tive Stock, and great Genius; that he Row and fits 
ewholly from 28 and ſcorns to own any Obligation 
or A/fiflance from without. Then he diſplays to you his 
reat Skill in Architecture, and Improvement in the 
Shithemarla To all this, the Bee, at an Advocate 
retained by us the Antients, thinks fit to anſwer ; that 
if one may judge of the great Genius or Inventions of the | 
Moderns, by what they have produced, you will hardly 
have Countenance to bear you out in Boaſting of either. 
Erect your Schemes awith as much Method and Skill as you 
pleaſe ; yet if the Materials be nothing but Dirt, ſpun 
out of your own 'Entrails (the Guts o Modern Brains) 
the Edifice will conclude at laſt in a Cob- web; The 
Duration f which, like that of other Spiders Webs, 
aiay be imputed to their being forgotten, or neglected, or 
hid in a Corner. For any thing elſe of genuine, that 
the Moderns may pretend ta, I cannot recollecm; unlej 
it be a large Vein of Wrangling and Satyr, much of a 
Nature and Subſtance with the Spider Poiſon; wwhich, 
Hoabewer, to pretend to ſpit aubolly out of themſelves, is 
improved by the ſame Arts, by feeding upon the Inſects 
aud Vermin of the Age. As for Us, the Antients, wwe 
are content ith the Bee to jretend to Nothing of our 
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tun, beyond our Wings and our Voice: That is 10 ſay, 
our Flights and our Language. For the reſt, whatever 
abe have got, has" been by infinite Labour and Search, 


and Ranging through every Corner of Nature: The Diffe- 
rence is, that; inſtead of Dirt and Poiſon, wwe have ra- 


ther choſe to fill our Hives with Honey and Wax, thus 
furmfhing Mankind with the two nobleſi of Things, which 
are Sweetneſs and Light. 3 


IT. is wonderful to conceive the Tumult ariſen a- 
mong the Books, upon the Cloſe of this long Deſcant 
of Hes Both Parties took the Hint, and heightened 
their Animoſities ſo on a ſudden ; that they reſolved it 
ſhould come to a Battle. Immediately, the two main 
Bodies withdrew under their ſeveral Enſigns, to the 
farther Parts of the Library, and there entered into 
Cabals, and Conſults upon the preſent Emergency. 
The Moderne were in very warm Debates upon the 
Choice of their Leaders, and nothing leſs than the 
Fear im pending from the Enemies, could have kept 
them from Mutinies upon this Occaſion. The Dif- 
ference was greateſt among the Horſe, where every 
private Trooper. pretended to the chief Command, from 
Taſfſo.and Milton, to Dryden and Withers. The Light- 
Horſe were commanded by Cowley wool phe There 
came the Beaumen under their valiant Leaders, Des 
Cartes, Gaſſendi, and Hobbes, whoſe Strength was ſuch, 
that they could ſhoot, their Arrows beyond the A.- 
1 never to fall down again, but turn, like that 
of Ewander, into Meteors, or like the Cannon-Ball in- 
to Stars. Paracelſus brought a. Squadron of Stink-Pot- 


came a vaſt, Body of Dragoons of different Nations, 
under the Leading of Harvey, their great Aga: Part 
armed with Scythes, the Weapons of Death; Part 


with Launces and long Knives, all ſteeped in Poiſon ; 


Part ſhot Bullets of a moſt malignant Nature, and uſed 
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white Powder, which infallibly killed without Report. 
There came ſeveral Bodies of heawy-armed Foot, all 
Mercenaries, under the Enſigns of Guicciardine, Dawvila, 
Polydore Virgil, Buchanan, Mariana, Camden, and 
others. 'The Engineers were commanded by Regiomon- 
tanus and Wilkins, The reſt were a confuſed Multi- 
tude, led by Scotus, Aquinas, and Bellarmine ; of 
mighty Bulk and Stature, but without either Arms, 
Courage, or Diſcipline. In the laſt Place, came inh- 
nite Swarms of + Calones, a diſorderly Rout led by 
L'Eftrange; Rogues and Raggamuflins, that follow 
the Camp, for nothing but the Plunder; all withcut 
Coats to cover them. ö 


Tu Army of the Antients was much fewer in Num- 

ber; Homer led the Horſe, and Pindar the Light- 
Horſe; Euclid was chief Engineer ; Plato and Ariſtotle 
commanded the Bowmen ; Herodotus and Livy the Foot; 
Hippocrates the Dragoons ; the Allies led by Vgſius, and 
Temple brought up the Raa. 


ALL Things violently tending to a deciſive Battle, 
Fame, who much frequented, and had a large Apart- 
ment formerly aſſigned her in the Regal Library, fled 
up ſtrait to Jupiter, to whom ſhe delivered a faithful 
Account of all that paſſed between the two Parties be- 
low, (For, among the Gods, ſhe always tells Truth.) 
Fove, in great Concern, convokes''a Council in the 
Milky Way. The Senate aſſembled, he declares the Oc- 
crſion of convening them; a bloody Battle juſt impen- 
dent between two mighty Armies of Antient and Mo- 
dern Creatures, called Books, wherein the Celeſtial In- 
tereſt was but too deeply concerned. Momus, the Pa- 
tron of the Moderns, made an excellent Speech in their 
Favour, which was anſwered by Pallas, = Protectreſs 
of the Antients. The Aſſembly was divided in their 


* 


I Theſe are Pamphlets, which are not beund ar covered. 
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Affections; when Jupiter commanded the Book of 
Fate to be laid before him. Immediately were brought 
by Mercury, three large Volumes in Folio, contain- 
ing Memoirs of all Things paſt, preſent, and to come. 


The Claſps were of Silver, double-gilt ; the Covers of 


Celeſtial Turkey-Leather, and the Paper ſuch as here 
on Earth might almoſt paſs for Vellum. Fupter, 
having ſilently read the Decree, would communicate 
the Import to none, but preſently ſhut up the Book. 


Wirkour the Doors of this Aſſembly, there at- 
tended a vaſt Number of light, nimble Gods, menial 
Servants to Jupiter: Theſe are his miniſtering Inſtru- 
ments in all Affairs below. They travel in a Caravan, 
more or leſs together, and are Eftened to each other, 
like a Link of Galley-flaves, by a light Chain, which 
paſſes from them, to Jupiter's great Toe: And yet, 


in Ne e delivering a Meſſage, they may ne- 


ver approach above the loweſt Step of his Throne, 


where he and they whiſper to each other, through a 
long, hollow Trunk. Theſe Deities are called by 


mortal Men, Accidents or Events; but the Gods call 


them, Second Cauſes... Jupiter having delivered his 
Meſſage to a certain Number of theſe 5 


| | wvinities, they 
new) immediately down to the Pinacle of the Regal 
Library, and, conſulting a few Minutes, entered un- 


ſeen, and diſpoſed the Parties according to their 
g Fee ene eee | 


Orders. 


M ax while, Morus fearing the worſt, and calling 
to Mind an antient Prophecy, which bore no very 


good Face to his Children, the Maderns; bent his 


Flight to the Region of a malignant Deity, called Cri- 
n, She dwelt. on the Top of a ſnowy Mountain in 
Nowa Zembla; there Momus" found her extended in 
her Den, . r the Spoils of numberleſs Volumes, 


half devour At her Right-hand ſat Ignorance, her 
Father and Huſband, blind with Age; at her Left, 
- O 3 Pride, 
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Pride, her Mother, dreſſing her up in the Scraps of 
Paper herſelf had torn. There was Opinion, her Siſ- 
ter, light of Foot, hood-winked, and head-ftrong, 
yet giddy, and perpetually turning. About her play- 
ed her Children, Noi/e and Inpudence, Dulneſs and 
Vanity, Poſitiweneſs, Pedantry, and Ill. Manners. The 
Goddeſs herſelf had Claws like a Cat; her Head, and 
Ears, and Voice, reſembled thoſe of an 4 ; her 
Teeth fallen out before; her Eyes turned inward, as 
if ſhe looked only upon herſelf; her Diet was the 
Over-flowing of her own Gall; her Spleen was ſo large, 
as to ſtand prominent, like a Dug of the firſt Rate, 
nor wanted Excreſcencies in Form of Teats, at which 
a Crew of ugly Monſters were greedily ſucking ; and, 
what 1s Cory to conceiye, the Bulk of Spleen in- 
creaſed faſter than the Sucking could diminiſh, it. God- 
deſs, ſaid Momus, can you fit idly. hereg. while our devout 
Morſpippers, the Moderns, are this Minute entering inis 
a cruel Battle, and, e new. tying unden the Swords 
of their Enemies: Who, then, hereafter, will ever Sacri-, 
fice, or build Altars tn, our Divinitzes 2 Hate, therefore, 
to the Britiſh Iſle, and, if. pafrble, prevent their Defixuc> 
tion, while I make Fattions among the Gods, and gain 
them over to our Party, _ „ 


MO MUS, having thus delivered himſelf; ſtaid not 
For an Anſwer, but left the Goddeſs to her own Re- 
ſentment : Up ſhe roſe in a Rage, and, as itis the Form 
upon ſuch Occaſions, began a Soliloquy : I 7s (ſaid 
ſhe) who give Wiſdom to Infants" und  Tdeots ;" by me, 
Children grow æuiſer than "their Parents; by me Beaux 
become Politicians, and School- boys Judges of Phile/o- 
phy; by me, Sophiflers debate," and (conclude upon\ the 
Depths of Knowledge ; and Coffee-houſe Wits, inflin by 
me, can correct an Author's Style, and diſplay his minu- 
zeft Errors, without underſlanding a Syllable of his 
Matter, or bis Language; by me, Striflings ſpend their 
© EE | Tudg- 
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Judgment, at they do their Eftate, befare it comes into 
their Hands. It is I, who have depoſed Wit and Know- 
ledge from their Empire over Poetry, and advanced my- 
ſelf in their Stead. And ſhall a few upſtart Antients 
dare oppoſe me? But, come, my aged Parent, and you, 
my Children dear, and thou, my beauteous Sifter ; let us 
aſcend my Chariot, and baſie to aſſiſi our devout Moderns, 
who are now ſacrificing to us @ Hecatomb, as 7 perceive 
by that grateful Smell, which from thence reaches my 
Neſftrils. 3 % f1 Fo | 
Tur Goddeſs, and her Train, having mounted the 
Chariot, which was drawn by tame Gee/e, flew over 
infinite Regions, ſhedding her Influence in due Places, 
till at length, ſhe cee; at her beloved Iſland of Br:- 
tain; but in hovering over its Metropolis, what Bleſ- 
ſlings did the not let fall upon her Seminaries of Gre/- 
ham and Covent-Garden? And now ſhe reached the 
fatal Plain of St. Fames's Library, at what Time the 
two Armies were upon the Point to engage ; where, 
entering with all her Caravan unſeen, and landing 
upon a Cafe of Shelves, now deſart, but once inhabi- 
ted by a Colony of Virtuſo's, ſhe ſtaid a while to ob- 
ſerve the Poſture of bath Armies. 5 


Bur, here the tender Cares of a Mother began to 
fill her Thoughts, and move in her Breaſt: For, at 
the Head of a Troop of Modern Bowmen, ſhe caſt her 
Eyes upon her Son //—#t—x ; to whom the Fates had 
aſſigned a very ſhort Thread. —ft—, a young 
Hero, whom an unknown Father, of mortal Race, be- 
got by ſtolen Embraces with this Goddeſs. He was the 
Darling of his Mother, above all her Children, and 
ſhe reſolved to go and comfort him. But firſt, accord- 
ing to the good old Cuſtom of Deities, ſhe caſt about 

to change her Shape, for fear the Divinity of her 
Countenance might dazzle his mortal Sight, and over- 


charge the reſt of his * She therefore gathered 
9 +4 | up 
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up her Perſon into an OFavo Com aſs: Her Bod 
grew white and arid, and { 10 in Pieces with Dryneſs'; 
the Thick turned into Paſte-board, and the Thin into 


Paper, upon which her, Parents and Children artful- 


Spleen, kept their primitive Form; and that, which 
before was a Cover of Skin, did ſtill continue fo. In 


diſtinguiſhable in Shape and Dreſs from the Divine 


ſaid the Goddeſs, Why do aur Troops ſtand idle here, to 
ſpend their preſent Vigour and . this Day? 
Arvay, let us haſte to the Generals, and adviſe . to give 
#he Onſet immediately. 9 ſpoke thus, ſhe took the 
uglieſt of her Monſters, full geutted from her Spleen, 

and flung it inviſibly into his Mouth, Which, flying 
ſtrait up into his Head, ſqueeſed out his Eye- Balls 

ave him à diſtorted Look, and half overturned his 
| Fran. Then ſhe privately ordered two of her beloved 
Children, Dulneſ and Ul- Manners, cloſely to attend 


it was the Goddeſs, his Mother. 


Tux deſtined Hour of Fate being now arrived, the 


other Authors, petition for à hundred Ton nes, and 
Mdouths, and Hands, and Pens; which would all be too 

little to perform ſo immenſe a Work. Say, Goddeſs, 
that preſideſt over Hiſt Y who it was that firſt ad- 
vanced in the Field of Battle. Paracelſus, at the Head 
of his Dragoons, ' obſerving Galen in the adverſe Wing, 
darted bis Javelin with a mighty Force, I the 

— rot Le its 


by frewey a hlack Juice or Deaoftien of, Gall qd - 
Soot, in Form of Letters; her Head, and Voice, and 


this Guiſe, ſhe marched on towards the Moderns, un- 


a »m »« a A.z.IJ % a fe. 


Bin- ly, Vtt-u's deareſt Friend. Brave Weit-n, 


his Perſon in all Encounters. Having thus accoutered 
him, ſhe vaniſhed in a Miſt, and the Hero perceived 


Fight began; whereof, before I dare adyenture to make 
a particular Deſcription, I muſt, after the Example of 


* en r «a hn 
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rave Autient received upon his Shield, 

the Point breaking in the ſecond Fold. . Hic pauca 
» | ee Fo 
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They bore the wounded, 4% on their Shields to his 
ee, eee. . * 


Chariot 
7 7 4 4 * 6 9 4 1 £38 $i 11714 ; 
151 0 36680 . 
5 « N 4 N 1 ; 3 


* * 10 | | 
ee , » waa 
* / . þ 1 » ' 1 14 OXY * 5 N * | . 


THEN Ah, obſerving Bacon advance with a ſu- 


rious Mien, drew his Bow to the Head, and let fly his 
Arrow, which miſled the valiant Modern, and went hiz- 
zing over his Head 3 but Des Cartes it hit 3 the Steel 
Point quickly found a Defe#, in his Head. piece; it pier- 
ced'the Leather and the Paſte-board, and went in at his 
right Eye. The Torture of the Pain whirled the vali- 


ant Bowman found, till Death, like a Star of ſuperior 
* 


Influence, drew him into his own, Verte. 


@ DING 9 10 8: -#.. -#.17 rac obie- 
GUNN 9 FA... *-:.. abc 40008 
when Homer appeared at the Head of 
the Cavalry, mounted on a furious Horſe, with Diffi- 
culty managed by the Rider himſelf, but which no o- 
ther Mortal durſt approach; he rode among the Ene- 


mies Ranks, and bore down all before him. Say, God- 


deſs, whom he flew firſt, and whom he flew laſt, Firſt, 
GConuibert adyanced againſt him, clad in heavy Ar- 
mour, and mounted on a ſtaid ſober Gelding, not ſo 
famed for his Speed, as his Docility in kneeling, when- 
ever his Rider would mount or alight. He had made a 
Vow to Pallas, that he would never leave the Field, 
till he had ſpoiled f Homer of his Armour; Madman, 


b F 
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t Vid. Homer, 
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who had never once /cen the Wearer, nor underſtood 


his Strength. Him Homer overthrew, Horſe and 


Man to the Ground, there to be trampled and choak- 


ed in the Dirt. Then, with a long Spear, he ſlew 
Denham, a ſtout Modern, who, from his + Father's 


Side, derived his r from Apollo, but his Mother 


was of mortal Race. He fell, and bit the Earth. The 
Celeſtial Part Apollo took, and made it a Star, but the 
Terre ſtrial lay wallowing upon the Ground. Then Ho- 
mer ſlew W—//—y, with a Kick of his Horſe's Heel; 
he took Perrault by mighty Force out of his Saddle, 
then hurled him at Fontenelle, with the fame Blow 
dafhing out both their Brams. Fatty 099911000117: 
O the left Wing of the Horſe,” Virgil — in 
ſhining Armour, compleatly fitted to his 
was mounted on a Dapple- grey Steed, the Slowneſs of 
whoſe Pace was an 2 5 of the higheſt of Mettle and 
Vigour. He caſt his Eye on the adverſe Wing, with a 
Deſire to find an Object worthy of his Valour, when 
behold, upon a ſorrel Gelding of a monſtrous Size, ap- 


ie as a Foe, _ from among the thickeſt of the 


nemy's Squadrons ; but his Speed was leſs than his 
Noiſe ; for his Horſe, old amd lean, ſpent the Dregs of 
his Strength in a high Trot, which, though it made flow 
Advances, yet cauſed a loud claſhing of his Armour, 
terrible to hear. The two Cavaliers had now approach - 
ed within the 'Throw: of a Launce, when the Stranger 
deſired a Parley, and lifting up the Vizor of his Hel. 
met, a Face hardly appeared from within, which, af- 


ter a Pauſe, was known for that of the renowned Dry- 


den. The brave Autient ſuddenly ſtarted,” as one poſ- 


+ Sir John Penham's Poems are very unequal, er- 
tremely good, and wery indifferent ; ſo that his Detrac- 
ters faid, he wwas not the real Author of Cooper's Hill. 


ſeſſed 
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ſeſſed with Surprize and Diſappointment together: 


For, the Helmet was nine Times too large for the 


Head, which appeared fituate far in the hinder Part, 
even like the Lady in a Lobſter, or like a Mouſe under 
a Canopy of State, or like a ſhrivelled Beau from with. 
in the Pent-Houſe of a modern Periwig: And the 
Voice was ſuited to the Viſage, ſounding weak and 
remote. Dryden, in a long Harangue, ſoothed up the 


good Antient, called him Father, and, by a large De- 


duction of Genealogies, made it plainly appear, that 
they were nearly related. Then he humbly propoſed 
an Exchange of Armour, as a laſting Mark of Hoſpi- 
tality between them. Virgil conſented (for the Goddeſs 
Diffdence came unſeen, and caſt a Miſt before his Eye) 


though his was of-f Gold, and coſt a hundred Beeves, 


the others but of ruſty Iron. However, this glittering 


Armour became the Modern yet worſe than his own. 
Then, 2 to exchange Horſes; but, when it 


came to the Trial Dryden was was . and utterly w un. 

able to mount. Yo e 
* = ®, > 5% 4 . * 75 = in MS. J 
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| upon a er da of 8 but head-ftrong, 


bearing 2 Rider where he liſt, over the Field; he 


made a mighty 1 amon er Enemy's Horſe; 


which Deſtruction to chm+re, a famous Mo- 
dern (but one of the — — ſtrenuouſſy e 
himſelf, and darted his Javelin, with a flrong 
which, falling ſhort of its Mark, ſtruck re. 
Earth. Then Lacan threw a Launce ; but 85 
came unſeen; and turtned off the Point. Brave —.— 
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aid Lucan, I e amt God protects Jeu, for xever 
did my Arm ſo deceive me before: But what Mortal can 
contend with a God? Therefore, let us fight no. longer, 
But. preſent Gifts, to each other. Lucan then (beſtowed 
the e a P air of. Spurs, and 3 I-chm-re. gaye Lucan 
der ONS. FOOT. OE by a rot * 


e Rat FS ep pan 


: 
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ed into the Shape of Horace, armed and mounted, and 
placed a flying Poſture. before | him. Glad was the 
8 to begin a Combat with a flying Foe, and 
urſued the Image, threatening loud; till at laſt it led 
bim to the peaceful Bower of his Father Ogleby, by 


whom he was diſarmed, and aſigned to his Repoſe. 


Tux Pinder flew , and ——, and Oldham, 
and ——, and Afra the Amazon, light of Foot, never 
advancing in a direct Line, but wheeling with incredi- 
ble Agility and Force, he made a terrible Slaughter a- 
mong the Enemies Light-Horſe. Him, when Ceaoley 
obſerved, his generous Heart burnt within him, and 
he advanced againſt the fierce Antient, imitating his 
Addreſs, his Pace, and Career, as well as the Vigour 
of his Horſe, and his own Skill would allow: When 
the two Cavaliers had approached within the Length 
of three Javelins ; firſt Cowley threw a Launce, which 

miſled Pindar, and, paſſing into the Eneniy's Ranks, 
fell ineffeQual to the Ground. Then Pindar darted a 
Javelin, ſo large and weighty, that ſcarce-a-dozen Ca- 
wvaliers, as Cavakers are in our degenerate Days, could 


* 


raiſe it from the Ground; 1155 he threw it with Eaſe, 
and it went by an unerring Hand, ſinging through the 
Air ; nor could the Modern have avoided preſent 


Death, if he had ngt luckily oppoſed the Shield that 


. BATTLE. „ 
had been given him by Yenus. And now both Hero? 


drew their Swords, but the Moaern was ſo aghaſt nd 


diſordered, that he knew not Where he was; his Shield 
dropped Fon his Hands ; thrice he fled, ad thrice 
he could not eſcape ; at laſt he turned, and lifting 
up his Hands, in the Poſture of a Suppliant G9 Ade 
Pindar, ſaid he, * my life, and, 75 % my" Horſe 
with thiſe Arms ; beſides the Ranſom which ny Friends 
will give, when they bear 1 am alive, and your Pri- 
ſoner. Dog, ſaid Pindar, let your Ranſom ſtay with 


your Friends; but your Carcaſs all be ly 7 or the Fowls 


of the Air, and the Beaſts of the Field. With that; he 
raiſed his Sword, and, with a mighty Stroke; cleft the 


wretched Modern in twain, the Sword purſuing the 


Blow; and one Half lay panting on the Ground, to be 
trod in Pieces by the Horſes Feet, the other Half was 
borne hy the frig htedSteed'thro the Field. This * Venus 
took, wiſhed it ſeven Times in Ambrofia, then ſtruck 
it thrice! with à Sprig of -Amarant ; upon which, the 
Leather grew round and ſoft, and the Leaves turned in- 
to Feathers, and being gilded: before, continued gilded 

Rtiltz"ſo it became's 7 Dove, rd the harnifſed! it to her 
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Comlineſs; large, but without Strength or Propor- 
tion. His Armour was patch'd up of a thouſand in- 
coherent Pieces; and the Sound of it, as he marched, 
was loud and dry, like that made by the Fall of a 
Sheet of Lead, which an EIn Wind blows:fyddenly 
down from the Roof of ſome Steeple. His Helmet 
was of old ruſty Iron, but the Vizor was Braſs, 
which, tainted by his Breath, corrupted. into-Coppe- 
ras, nor wanted Gall from the ſame Fountain; ſo 
that, whenever provoked by Anger or Labour, an 
- atramentous Quality, of moſt malignant Nature, was 
ſeen to diſtil from his Lips. In his + right Hand he 
graſp'd a Flail, and (that he might never be unpro- 
vided of an offenfiue Weapon) a Veſſel full of Ordure 
in his left: Thus compleatly arm'd, he advanced with 
a flow and heavy Pace, where the Modern Chiefs 
were holding a Conſult upon the Sum of Things; who, 
as he came onwards, laugh'd to behold his crooked 
Leg, and hump Shoulder, which his Boot and Armour, 
vainly endeavouring to hide, were forced to comply 
with, and expoſe. The General made uſe of him 
for his Talent of Railing; which, kept within Goyern- 
ment, proved frequently of great Service to their 
Cauſe, but at other Times did more Miſchief than 
Good: For at the leaſt Touch of Offence, and often 
without any at all, he would, like a wounded Ele- 
phant, convert it againſt: his Leaders. Such at this 
Juncture, was the | Diſpoſition of B nt y, grieved to 
ſee the Enemy prevail, and diflatisfied with every Bo- 
dy's Conduct but his own. ' He humbly gave the MO. 
dern Generals to underſtand, that he conceived with 
great Submiſſion, they were all a Pack of Rogues, and 


f The Perſon, here ſpoken of, is famous far letting fly 
at every Body, without Diſtin&ion, and ufing mean and 
foul Scurrilitige, . 

Fools 


r- 
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Foals, and Sons N hores, and d ned Cowards, and 
confounded Logger bende, and illiterate I helps, and aon- 
ferfical Scoundrels; that if himſelf had been conſtituted 
General, thoſe I pre/umptuous Dogs, the Antients, would, 
long before this, have been beaten out of the Field. 
Ten, ſaid he, /it here idle; but when I, or any other va- 
liaur Modern, All an Enemy, you are ſure to ſeize the 
Spail, But, I will not march one Foot againſt. the Foe, 
* you 155 ers to me, that, aubomewer I take 5 fill, 
bis Arms 1 ſhall quietly poſſeſs. B-ntl-y having ſpoke 
thus, ebe ein [its 4 7 


raileſt withaut Wit, or Truth, or Diſcretion. The Ma- 
lignity of thy Temper perwerteth Nature, thy Learning 
makes thee more barbarous, thy Study of Humanity, more 
inhuman; / Converſe among Poets, more groveling, 
miry, and dull. All Arts of civilizing others, render 
thee: rude aud untractable; Courts have taught thee ill 


Manners, and polite Converſation has jinibed thee a 


Pedant. Befides, a greater Coward burtheneth not the 
Arm. But never Shane, T paſs my Word, whatever 
Spoil:thau taleſt, ſgall certainly: be thy own; though, I 


hope, that wile Carcaſs will. firſt: become a Prey to Kites 


B--NTL—Y durſt not reply; but, half choaked with 
Spleen and Rage, withdrew, in full Reſolution of per- 
forming ſome great Atchievement. With him, for 
his Aid and Companion, he took his beloved te-; 
reſolwing by Policy or Surprize, to attempt ſome neg- 


lected Quarter of the Aulients Army. They began 


their March over Carcaſſes of their ſlaughtered Friends; 
then to the Right of their-own Forces; then wheeled 


Northward, till they came to A/drovandus's Tomb, 
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which they paſſed on the Side of the declining Sun. 
And now they arrived with Fear towards the Enemy's 
Out-Guards ; looking about, if haply, they might ſpy 
the Quarters of the Wounded, or ſome ſtragling Sleep- 
ers, unarmed, and remote from the reſt. As when two 
Mungril Curs, whom native Greedineſs, and domeſtic 
Tant, provoke and join in Partnerſhip, though fear- 
ful, nightly to invade the Folds of ſome rich Grazier : 
They, with "Tails depreſſed and lolling Tongues, creep 
ſoft and flow ; _ agen =, 8 1 Moon, now 
in her Zenith, on their guilty Heads, darts.perpendi- 
cular Rays ; nor dare cher lack, though. 4 
ed at her refulgent Viſage, whether ſeen in Puddle by 
Reſlection, or in Sphere direct; but one ſurveys, the 
Region round, while the other ſcouts the Plain, if haply, 
to diſcover, at Diſtance from the Flock, ſome Carcaſi 
half devoured, the Refuſe of gorged Wolves, or omi- 
nous Ravens. So march'd this lovely, loving Pair of 
Friends, nor with leſs Fear and CircumipeQion 
when, at Diſtance, they might perceive two. ſhining 
Suits of Armour, hanging upon an Oak, and the 
Owners not far off in a profound Sleep.. The ,two 
Friends drew Lots, and the Purſuing of this Adven- 
ture fell to Bu; on he went, and in his Van Cen- 
Fuſion and Amaze, while Horror and Afright brought 
up the Rear. As he came near, behold two Heroes of 
the Antients Army, Phalaris and #/op, lay faſt aſleep : 
Bently would fain have diſpatch'd them both, and, 
ſtealing cloſe, aim'd his Flail at Phalaris's Breaſt. 
But, then the Goddeſs Afright interpoſing, caught 
the Modern in her icy Arms, and dragg'd him from 
the Danger ſhe foreſaw; both the dormant. Heroes 
happen'd to turn at the ſame Inſtant, tho' ſoundly © 
ſleeping, and buſy in a Dream. + For Phalaris was 
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+ This is according to Homer, who tells the 8 


af thoſe aubo were kill d in their Sleep. 5 
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juſt that Minute dreaming, how a' moſt vile Porraſfer 


had lampooned him, and how he had got him roaring 
in his Bull. And sep dreamed, that, as he and the 


Antient Chiefs were lying on the Ground, a wild Aft. 


broke looſe, ran about trampling and kicking, and 


dunging in their Faces. B- y, leaving the two 


Heroes aſleep, ſeiz d on both their Armours, and with- 
drew in Quelt of his Darling et-. 115 


* 


He, in the mean Time, had wander'd long in Search 
of ſome Enterprize, till, at length, he arrived at a ſmall 
Ri vuler, that iſſued from a Fountain hard by, call'd in 
the Language of mortal Men, Helicon. Here he ſtop- 


ped, and parched with Thirſt, reſolved to allay it in this 


limpid Stream. Thrice with profane Hands he eſſayed 


to raiſe the Water to his Lips, and thrice it ſlipped all 


thro* his Fi Then he ſtoop'd prone on his Breaft, 
but, &re his Mouth had kifs'd the liquid Chryſtal, 4. 


pollo came, and in the Channel held his Shield betwixt 


the Mourm and the Fountain, ſo that he drew up no- 
thing but Mud. For, altho' no Fountain on Earth can 
compare with the Clearneſs of Helicon, yet there lies 


at Bottom a thick Sediment of Slime and Mud ; for ſo 
Apollo begg d of Fupiter, as a Puniſhment to thoſe who 


durſt attempt to taſte it with unhallow'd Lips, and for 
a Leſſon to all, not to draw los deep, Or far from the 


N : 
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Ar the Fountain-Head, tt. n difcern'd two He- 
roes z the one he could not diſtinguiſh, but the other 
was ſoon known for Tenple, General of the Allies to 
the Antients. His Back was turned, and he was em 


ploy'd in drinking large Draughts in his Helmet, 


from the Fountain, where he had withdrawn himſelf 
to reſt from the Toils of the War. Mett n, obſerving. 


him, with quaking Knees, and trembling Hands, ſpoke 
thus to himſelf ; Oy, that 5 could kill this Defirayer of 
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which they paſſed on the Side of the declining Sun. 


And now they arrived with Fear towards the Enemy's 


Out- Guards; looking about, if haply, they might ſpy 


the Quarters of the Wounded, or ſome ſtragling Sleep- 


ers, unarmed, and remote from the reſt. As when two 
Mangril Curs, whom native Greedineſs, and domeſtic 
Want, provoke and join in Partnerſhip, though fear- 
ful, nightly to invade the Folds of ſome rich Grazier: 
They, with "Tails depreſſed and lolling Tongues, creep 
ſoft and flow ; mean while, the conſcious Moon, now 
in her Zenith, on their guilty Heads, darts.perpendi- 


_ cular Rays; nor dare they bark, though much provok- 
ed at her refulgent Viſage, whether ſeen in Puddle by. 
RefeRtion, or in Sphere direct; but one ſurveys, the 


Region round, while the other ſcouts the Plain, if haply, 
to . at Diſtance from the Flock, ſome Carcaſ. 
half devoured, the Refuſe of gorged Wolves, or omi- 
nous Ravens. So march'd this lovely, loving Pair of 


Friends, nor with leſs Fear and Circumſpection; 


when, at Diſtance, they might perceive two. ſhining 
Suits of Armour, hanging _ an Oak, and the 


Owners not far off in a pro 


ound Sleep. The two 


Friends drew Lots, and the Purſuing of this Adven- 


ture fell to B-utliy; on he went, and in his Van Cor-. 


Fufron and Amaze, while Horror and Afright brought 


up the Rear. As he came near, behold two Heroes of 


the Antients Army, Phalaris and #/op, lay faſt aſleep: 
'B-ntl-y would fain have diſpatch'd them both, and, 


ſealing cloſe, aim'd his Flail at Phelaris's Breaſt. 
But, then the Goddeſs Afright interpoſing, caught 


— 


the Modern in her icy Arms, and dragg'd him from 


the Danger ſhe foreſaw; both the dormant. Heroes 


happen'd to turn at the ſame Inſtant, tho” ſoundly 
ſleeping, and buſy in a Dream. + For Phalaris was 
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juſt that Minute dreaming, how a moſt vile Poetaſſer 
had Tampooned him, and how he had got him roaring 
in his Bull. And Ep dreamed, that, as he and the 
Antient Chiefs were lying on the Ground, a wild 4/7 
broke looſe, ran about trampling and kicking, and 
dunging in their Faces. B-nt/-y, leaving the two 
Heroes aſleep, ſeiz d on both their Armours, and with - 


He, in the mean Time, had wander'd long in Search 
of ſome Enterprize, till, at length, he arrived at a ſmall 
Riwuler, that iſſued from a Fountain hard by, call'd in 
the Language of mortal Men, Helicon. Here he ſtop- 
ped, and parched with Thirſt, reſolved to allay it in this 
limpid Stream. Thrice with profane Hands he eſſayed 
to raiſe the Water to his Lips, and chrice it ſlipped all 
throꝰ his Fi Then he ſtoop'd prone on his Breaſt, 
but, ere his Mouth had kifs'd the liquid Chryſtal, 4- 


polls eame, and in the Channel held his Shield betwixt = 


the Modern and the Fountain, ſo that he drew up no- 
thing but Mud. For, altho' no Fountain on Earth can 
compare with the Clearneſs of Helicon, yet there lies 
at Bottom a thick Sediment of Sline and Mud; for ſo 
Apollo begg'd of Fupiter, as a Puniſhment to thoſe who 


durſt attempt to taſte it with unhallow'd Lips, and for 


a Leſſon to all, not to draw too deep, Or far from the 
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Ar the Fountain-Head, W-te-n diſcern'd two He- 


roes ; the one he could not diſtinguiſh, but the other 


was ſoon known for Temple, General of the Allies to 
the Antients. His Back was turned, and he was em 


ploy'd in drinking large Draughts in bis Helmet, 
from the Fountain, where he had withdrawn himſelf” 
to reſt from the Toils of the War. tte n, obſerving. 


him, with quaking Knees, and trembling Hands, ſpoke 


thus to himſelf ; Oh, that agg kill this Defirayer of 
- = our 
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our Army ! What Renown ſhould T purchaſe. among the 
Chiefs ? But to iſſue out againſt him, Man for Man, 
Shield againſt Shield, and Launce againſt Launce, what. 
Modern of us dare? For he fights like a God, and Pal- 
las, or Apollo, are ever at his Elbow. But, Oh, Mo- 
ther! / what Fame reports be true, that I am the 
Son of ſo great a Goddeſs, grant me ta hit Temple 
with this Launce, that the Stroke may ſend him to Hell, 
and that I may return in Safety and Triumph laden with 
his Spoils. The firſt Part of his Prayer the Gods grant- 
ed, at the Interceſſion of his Mother, and of Momus ; 
but the reſt, by a perverſe Wind, ſent from Rate, was 
ſcattered in the Air, Then W—tt—x graſped his 
Launce, and, brandiſhing it thrice over his Head, dart- 
ed it with all his Might, the Goddeſs his Mother, at 
the ſame Time, adding Strength to his Arm. ny 
the Launce went hizzing, and reach'd.even to the B 
of the averted Antient, upon which, lightly grazing, 
it fell to the Ground, Temple neither felt the Weapon 
touch him, nor heard it fall; and J--7t--z might have 
eſcaped to his Army, with the Honour. of having re- 
mitted his Launce againſt ſo great a Leader, unreven-. 
ged; bur, Apollo, enraged, that a Javelin, flung by the 
Aſſiſtance of ſo foul a Goddeſs, ſhould pollute his Foun- 
tain, put on the Shape of „and ſoftly came to 
young Boyle, who then accompanied Temple : He 
pointed firſt to the Launce, then to the diſtant Modern 
that flung it, and commanded the young Hero to take 
immediate Revenge. Boyle, clad in a Suit of Armour 
which had been given him by all the Gods, immediately 
advanced againſt the trembling Foe, who now fled be- 
fore him. As a young Lion in the Libyan Plains, or 
Araby Deſart, ſent by his aged'Sire to hunt for Prey, 
or Health, or Exerciſe ; he ſcours along, wiſhing to 


meet 


4 
i 
* 


FTT 


meet ſome Tyger from the Mountains, or a furious 
Boar: If chance a Wild 4/5, with Brayings impor- 
tune, affronts his Ear, the generous Beaſt, though 
loathing to diſtain his Claws with Blood fo vile, yet 
much provok'd at the offenſive Noife ; which Echo, 
fooliſh Nymph, like her 1. judging Sex, repeats much 
louder, and with more Delight than Philomela's Song : 
He vindicates the Honour of the Foreſt, and hunts 
the noiſy long-eard Animal. 80 Mett -n fled, fo Boyle 
burſued. But Metin heavy arm'd, and flow of Foot, 
egan to lack his Courſe ; when his Lover B-22/-y 


appeared, returning laden with the Spoils of the two 


eeping Antients. Boyle obſerved him well, and ſoon 
diſcovering the Helmet and Shield of Phalaris, his 
Friend, both which he had lately with his own Hands 
new poliſh'd and gilded; Rage ſparkled in his Eyes, 


and leaving his Purſuit after V. tt. n, he furiouſly ruſh- 


ed on againſt this new Approacher. Fain would he be 
revenged on both ; but both now fled different Ways : 
+ And as a Woman in a little Houſe, that gets a 
painful Livelihood by Spinning ; if chance her Gee/e be 
ſcattered over the Common, ſhe courſes round the 
Plain from Side to Side, compelling here and there 
the Stragglers to the Flock; they cackle loud, and 


flutter over the Champain. So Boyle purſued, ſo fled 


this Pair of Friends : Finding at length, their Flight 
was vain, they bravely joined, and drew themſelves 
in Phalanx, Firſt, B-ni/-y threw a Spear with all his 
Force, hoping to pierce the Enemy's Breaſt : But Pal- 
las came unſeen, and in the Air took off the Point, 


— — — — 


+ This is alſo after the Manner of Homer; the Mo- 
man's getting a painful Livelihood by Spinning, has no- 
thing to do with the Similitude, nor would be excuſable 
without ſuch an Authority. 
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and clapp'd on one of Lead, which, after a dead Ban 
againſt the Enemy's Shield, fell blunted to the Ground. 
Then Boyle, obſerving well his Time, took a Launce 
of wondrous Length and Sharpneſs ;. and as this Pair 
of Friends compacted ſtood cloſe Side to Side, he 
wheel'd him to the Right, and, with unuſual Force, 
darted the Weapon, BÞB-ntl-y ſaw his Fate approach, 


and flanking down his Arms cloſe to his Ribs, hoping 


to ſave his Body; in went the Point, paſſing through 


Arm and Side, nor ſtopped, or ſpent its Force till it 


had alſo pierc'd the valiant Vt n, who, going to 


ſuſtain his dying Friend, ſhared his Fate. As when a 
{ſkilful Cook has truſs'd a Brace of YYoodcocks, he, with 


| iron Skewer, pierces the tender Sides of both, their 
Legs and Wings cloſe pinioned to their Ribs: So was 


this Pair of Friends transfix'd, till down they fell, 


| Join'd in their Lives, join'd in their Deaths ; ſo cloſely 


jqin'd, that Charon would miſtake them both for one, 
and waft them over Styx for half his Fare. Farewel, 
beloved, loving Pair; few Equals have you left be- 


hind : And happy and immortal ſhall you be, if all 


my Wit and Eloquence can make you, 
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1 
BOOK SELLER 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


T. E following Diſcourſe came into my 


Hands perfe and intire : But there 

being ſeveral Things in it, which the 
reſent Age would not very well bear, I 
kept it by me ſome Years, reſolving it ſhould 
never ſee the Light, At length, by the 
Advice and Aſſiſtance of a judicious Friend, 
FT reatrenched thoſe Parts that might give 


Moſt Offence, and have now ventured to 


publiſh the Remainder. Concerning the Au- 


bor, I am wholly ignorant ; neither can I 
conjeFure, whether it be the ſame with 


That of the two foregoing Pieces, the Origi- 
” 4 nal 
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nal having been ſent me at a different Time, 
and in a different Hand. The Learned Rea- 


fer will better determine, to whoſe Judgmenz 
T intirely ſubmit it. 


A DIS- 


DISCOURSE 
5  Genperning be : 
 Mzcnanicar Or ERATION 
or THE 


SP. IRI, Ge. | 


— — —_— 
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For T. H. Eſquire, at his Chambers in the 
Academy of the Beaux Eſprits in New» 


Holland. 


SS R; wo. e 2 0 | 

T is now a good while fince I have had in my 
Head ſomething, not only very material, but ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to my Health, that the World 
ſhould be informed in. For, to tell you a Secret, 

J am able to contain it no longer. However, I have 

been perplexed for ſome Time, to reſolve what ws 


This Diſcourſe is not altogether equal to the former, 
the beſt Parts of it being omitted; whether W -* 
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be the moſt ow Form to ſend it abroad in. To 


which End, I have been three Days courling through 
Weſtminſter-Hall, and St. Paul's Church-Yard, and 
Fleet-Street, to peruſe Titles ; and, I do not find any 
which holds ſo general a Vogue, as that of 4 Letter to 
a Friend; Nothing is more common than to meet with 
long Epiſtles addreſſed to Perfons and Places, where, 
at firſt Thinking, one would be apt to imagine it not 
altogether ſo neceſſary or convenient; ſuch as, a Neigh- 
bour at next Door, a mortal Enemy, a perfect Stranger, 
or a Perſon of Zuality in the Clouds; and theſe upon 
Subjects, in Appearance, the leaſt proper for Convey- 
ance by the Poſt ; as, long Schemis in Philoſophy 3 dark 


and wonderful Myſteries of State; laborious Difſertati- 


ons in Criticiſm and Philoſophy z Advice to Parliaments, 
and the like. hg e 


Naw, Sir, to proceed after the Method in preſent 
Wear. (For, let me ſay what I will to the contrary, 
Jam afraid you will publiſh this Letter, as ſoon as ever 
it comes to your Hand.) I defire you will be my Wit- 
neſs to the World, how careleſs and ſudden a Seribble it 
has been; that it was but Yeſterday, when you and [ 

begar accidentally to fall into Diſcourſe on this Mat- 
ter; that I was not very well when we parted; that 


the Poſt is in ſuch Haſte, I have had no Manner of 


Time to digeſt it into Order, or correct the Style; 
and if any other modern Excuſes, for Haſte and Negli- 
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er's Account be true, that he durſt not the refty 1 
= not, nor, indeed, is it * eee 4 . 
he may be relied on, in any Thing he ſays of this, or the 
former Treatiſes, only as to the Time they were writ in; 
auhich, however, appears more from-the Diſcourſes them« 
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gence, ſhall occur to you in Reading, I beg you to in- 


ert them, faithfully promiſing they ſhall be thankf 
Fnonledged y promiſing they ſhall be thankfully 


' Pray, Sir, in your next Letter to the roguors Vir - 
tuofi, do me the Favour to preſent my humble Service 
to that illuſtrious Body, and aſſure them, I ſhall ſend an 
Account of thoſe Phu ], as ſoon as we can deter- 
mine them at Greſham. : 


I yave not had a Line from the Literati of Tobi- 
nambou, theſe three laſt Ordinaries. 1 bee 


And now, Sir, having diſpatched what I had to ſa 
of Forms, or of Buſineſs, let me intreat, you will fuer 
me to proceed upon my Subject; and to pardon me, if 
I make no farther Uſe of the Epiſtolary Style, till I 
come to conclude. . De he's ö 
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'I recorded of W that, upon a Viſit he 
4 was going to pay in Paradiſe, he had an Offer 
bolt ſeveral Vehicles to oC him upwards ; «4 
fiery Chariots, wing'd Horſes, and celeſtial Sedans : But 
he refuſed them all, and would be borne to Heaven up- 
on nothing but his /. Now, this Inclination of Mabo- 
met, as ſingular as it ſeems, hath been fince taken up 
by a great Number of devout Chriſtiant; and doubt- 
leſs, with very good. Reaſon, For ſince that Arabian is 
known to have borrowed a Moiety of his religious 
Syſtem from the Chriſtian, Faith, it is but juſt he ſhould 
pay Repriſals to ſuch. as would challenge them, where 
in the, good People of England, to do them all Right, 
ve not been backward. For tho' there is not any o- 
ther Nation in the Warld fo plentifully provided-with 
1 7 | 8 Car- 
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Carriages for that Journey, either as to Safety or Eaſe; 


yet there are Abundance of us, who will not be ſatisſi · 
ed with any other Machine, beſides this of Mahomet. 


Fox my own Part, I muſt confeſs to bear a very 
fingular Reſpe& to this Animal, by whom I take Hu- 
man Nature to be moſt admirably held forth in all its 
Qualities as well as Operations : And therefore, what- 
ever in my ſmall Reading occurs, concerning this our / 
Fellow-Creature, I do never failto ſet it down, by Way 
of Common place; and when I have Occafion to write 
upon Human Reaſon, Politics, Eloquence, or Know- 
ledge; I lay my Memorandums before me, and inſert 
them with a wonderful Facility of Application. Hows 
ever, among all the Qualifications. aſcribed to this di- 
ſinguiſh'd Brute, by Antient or Modern Authors, I-can- 
not remember this Talent of bearing his Rider to 
Heaven, has been recorded for a Part of his Character, 
except in the two Examples mentioned already ; there- 
fore, I conceive the Methods of this Art, to be a Point 
of uſeful Knowledge in very few Hands, and which 
the Learned World would gladly be better informed in: 
This is what I have undertaken to perform in the fol- 
lowing Diſcourſe. For, towards the Operation already 
mentioned, many Jn Properties are required, both 
in the Rider and the 4/5; which I ſhall endeavour to, 
ſet in as clear a Light as I can, : 


Bur, becauſe I am refolved, hy all Means, to avoid 
giving Offence to any Party whateyer, I will leave 
off diſcourſing ſo cloſely to the Letter, as I have 
kitherto done, and go on for the Future by Way of 
Allegory, tho' in ſuch a Manner, that the judiciqus 
Reader may, without much Straining, make his Appli- 
cations as oſten as he ſhall think fit. Therefore, it you 

pleaſe, from hence forward, inftead of the Term, ſs, 
we ſhall make Uſe of Gifted, or 'Enlightened Teacher 


vo 


| ns. | ff 
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— 


„W or 


remember any other 
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and the Word, Rider, we will exchange for that of Fa- 
natic Auditory, or any other Determination of the like 
Import. Having ſettled this weighty Point ; the great 
Subject of Enquiry before us, is to examine, by what 
Methods this Teacher arrives at his Gifts, or Sp#rir, 
or Light; and by what Intercourſe between him 

his Allembly it 18 cultivated and ſupported. 


Ix all my Writings, I have had conſtant Regard to 
this great'End, not to ſuit and apply them to particu- 
lar ions and Circumſtances of Time, of Place, 


or of Perſon ; but to calculate them for univerſal Na- 


ture, and Mankind in general. And of ſuch Catholic 
Uſe, I efteem this preſent, Diſquiſition ; for I do not 
ny other Temper of Body, or Quality of 
Mind, wherein all Nations and Ages of the World 
have ſo unanimouſly agreed, as that of a Fanatic 
Strain, or Tincture of Enthuſiaſm ; which improved 
by certain Perſons or Societies of Men, and by them 
practiſed upon the reſt, has been able to produce Re- 
volutions of the greateſt Figure in Hiſtory ; as will 
ſoon, appear to thoſe who know any Thing of Arabia, 
Perſia, India, or China, of Morocco and Pera. Far- 
ther, it has, poſſeſſed as great a Power in the Kingdom 
of Knowledge, where it 1s hard to aſſign one Art or Sci. 
ence, which has not annexed to it ſome Fanatic Branch: 
Such are the Philo/opher*s Stone; f The Grand Elixir; 
The Planetary Worlds ; The Squaring of the Circle; 
The Summun Bonum; Utopian Common-wealths ; with 
ſome others of leſs or ſubordinate Note ; which all 
erve for nothing elſe, but to employ or amuſe this 
Grain of Zathifiaſin, dealt into every Compoſition. 
4 


| Bur, if this Plant has ſound a Root in the Fields of 


Empire and of Knowledge, it bas fixed deeper, and 


3 + Some N riters bold them for the fame, others me. 
I . _ 
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ſpread yet farther upon Holy Ground. Wherein, tho% it 
hath paſſed under the general. Name of Extbufiaſm, 
and, perhaps, ariſen from the ſame Original, yet hath 
it produced certain Branches of a very different Na- 
ture, however oſten miſtaken for each other. The 
Word, in its univerſal Acceptation, may be defined, 
A Lifting up of the Soul, or its Faculties, above Matter, 
This Deſcription will hold good in General; but Lam 
only to underſtand it, as applied to Religion; wherei 
there are three general Ways of ejaculating the Soul, 
or tranſporting it beyond the Sphere of Matter. The 
firſt, is the immediate Act of God, and is called Pro- 
phecy or by wage The ſecond, is the immediate 
Act of the Devil, and is termed Po//e/for. The third, 
is the Product of natural Cauſes, the Effect of 885 
Imagination, Spleen, violent Anger, Fear, Grief, 
Pain, and the like. Theſe three have been abundantly 
treated on by Authors, and therefore ſhall not employ 
my.Enquiry. But, the fourth Method of Religious En- 
_ thbufiaſm, or Launching out of the Soul, as it is purely 
an Effect of Artifice and Mechanic Operation, has been 
ſparingly handled, or not at all, by any Writer; be- 
cauſe, tho? it is an Art of great Antiquity, yet having 


been confined to few Perſons, it long wanted thoſe 'Ad- 


vancements and Refinements, which it afterwards met 
with, fince it has grown ſo Epidemic, and fallen'into 
ſo many cultivating Hands. K | 


IT is therefore upon this Mechanical Operation of 
the Spirit, that I mean to treat, as it is at preſent per- 
formed by our Briti/h Workmen. I ſhall deliver to the 
Reader the Reſult of many judicious Obſervations upon 
the Matter; tracing, as near as I can, the whole | 
Courſe and Method of this Trade, producing parallel 
Infiances, and relating certain Diſcoveries that have 
a c 
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. Trave faid that there is one Branch of Religious 


Enthuſiaſm, which is purely an Effect of Nature; where- 
as, the Part I mean to handle, is wholly an Effect of 
Art, which, however, is inclined to work upon cer- 
tain Natures and Conſtitutions, more than others. Be- 


fides, there is many an Operation, which, in its Ori- 


ginal, was purely an Artifice, but, thro” a long Succef- 
on of Ages, bath grown to be natural. Hippocrates 


tells us, that among our Anceſtors, the Scythiaus, there 


was a-Nation.called + Long bead, which ar firſt began 


by a Cuſtom among Midwives and Nurſes,” of mould 


ing, and ſqueeſing, and bracing up the Heads of In- 
fants, by which 


| Means, Nature, ſhut out at one Paſſage, 
was forced to ſeek another, and, finding Room above, 


ſhot upwards, in the Form of a Sugar · loaf; and 1 


-- 


iverted" that Way, for ſome Generations, at laſt 
und it out of herſelf, needing no Aſſiſtance from the 


Nurſe's Hand. This was the Original of the Scythian 


Long-heads, and thus did Cuſtom, from'being a ſecond. 
Nature, proceed to be a firſt, To all which, there is, 


b 8 very analogous among Us of this Nation, 


who are the undoubted Poſterity of that refined People. 
For, in the Age of our Fathers, there aroſe a Genera- 
tion of Men in this Iſland, called Rownd-hbeads, whoſe 


Race is now ſpread over three Kingdoms, yet, in its 


Beginning, was merely an Operation of Art, produced 
by, a Pair, of Sciſſars, a Squeeze of the Face, and a 
black Cap. Theſe Heads, thus formed into a per - 


fer} Sphera in all Aſſemblies, were moſt expoſed-to the: 


of the Female Sort, which did influence their: 
Conceptions ſo effectually, that Nature, at laſt, took 
the Hint, and did it of herſelf ; ſo that a Round-head 
has been ever ſinee as familiar a Sight among Us, as a 
Zong bead among the Scythianr . 
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. Upon theſe Examples, and others eaſy to udez 
I defire the curious Reader to diſtinguiſh, Firſt between 
an Effect grown from Art into Nature, and one that is 
natural from its Beginning: Secondly, between an Ef. 
fect wholly natural, and one which has only a natural 
Foundation, but where the Superſtructure is intirely 
Artificial. For, the firſt and the laſt of theſe, I under- 
ſtand to come within the Diſtricts of my Subject. And 
having obtained theſe Allowances, they will ſerve to 
remove any Objections that may be raiſed hereafter a- 
gainſt what I ſhall advance. 4 A. 2 


Tx Pradctitioners of this famous Art proceed in ge- 
neral upon the following Fundamental: That, he Cor- 
ruption of the Senſes is the Generation of the Spirit : Be- 
cauſe the Senſes in Men are ſo many Avenues: to the 
Fort of Reaſon, which in this Operation is wholly block'd 
up. All Endeavours muſt be therefore uſed, either to 
divert, bind up, ſtupify, fluſter, and amuſe the Senſes, 

or elſe to juſtle them out of their Stations; and while 
they are either abſent, or otherwiſe employ' d, or en- 
gaged in a civil War againſt each other, the Spirit 
enters and performs its Part. ud | 
Now, the uſual Methods of managing the Senſes 
upon ſuch Conjunctures, are what TI ſhall be very par- 
ticular in delivering, as far as it is lawful for me to do; 
but having had the Honour to be initiated into the My- 
ſeries of every Society, I defire to be excuſed from di- 
| wh ng any Rites, wherein the Profane muſt have no 
art. Ix | LORE OO PIES 


Bur here, before I can proceed farther, a ivery. 

dangerous Objection mutt, if poſſible, be removed. 

For, it is poſitively denied by certain Critics, that the 

rit.can. by any means be introduced into an Aſſem- 

| bly of modern Saints; the Diſpagity being ſo great in 
a many 
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Was Wn Circumftances,; between the Primitive 
2 of en and that which is practiſed in the 
re 


t Age. This they pretend to "ai from the 

. Chapter ft the A#s, where comparing both, it 
appears 1 F bla chat the "art Were gathered together 
wwith ane hh 7 {* ace; 3 by which is meant, an 
anrerl Ares AY inion, Ng Form of Worſhip ; 
Go mes Gy th 00 ar from being found between 
es wy 8 _ us, 5 it is in vain to 


, bd between an eads in the fame. Second- 


the . ry the Apoſtles. in the Gift of 
ing ſever Languages ; A nowledge ſo remote 
1 75 our Dealers in this Art, that they neither under 
fland Propriety 5 Words, or Phraſes, in their own. 
Lady, (ay theſe, Objectars) the modern Artiſts do ut- 
rly EXC lude e of the Spirit, and bar u 
antjent Way. o entering, by covering themſelves ſo 
ſe, and ſo induſtriouſly a. 220; For, they will needs 
have it as a Point c early 
fever fat upon the Apott 1 Heads, 82 Wa 
Ver on. 2.8 f 0 5 


* 


8 7 * . 


No . the Force of dete . Fre: to confi 
In the different Acceptation of the Word, Spirit ; which 
ef, 1t be under ſtood for a ſupernatural Affiſtance, ap- 


1 


bing from, without, he Objectors have Reaſon, 

their Aſſertions may be allowed; but the Spirit 

ws e.treat of here; proceeding intirely from within, the 
r 


pens of theſe. Adverſaries is wholly eluded. And 
upon the fame Account, our Modern Artificers find it 


an Expedient of abſolute Neceſſity to cover their 


Heads as cloſe as they can, in order to prevent Perſpi- 
ration, than which „ nothing is obſerved to be a greater 
Splendor of Mechanic Light, as we etna Pry Ar 


ther ſhew i in convenient * 


To proceed therefore upon the WG of 99 | 
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ritual Mechaniſm, it is here to be noted, that in form- 
ing, and ens, hy. the Spirit, the Aſſembly has a 

. conſiderable Share, as well as the Preacher. The Me- 
_  thod of this Arcanum is as follows: They violenth 
firain- their Eye. balls inward, half clofing the Lids 3 
then, as they fit, they are in a perpetual Motion of 
See- Saab, making long Hums at proper Periods, and 
continuing the Sound at equal Height, chufing their 
Time in thoſe Intermiflions, while the Preacher is at 
Ebb. Neither is this Practice, in any Part of it, 

fingular and improbable, as not to be traced in diſtant 
Regions, from Reading and Obſervation. For, "a 
the + Jauguit, or enlightened Saints of Iadia, ſee al 


their Viſtons, by Help of an acquired Straining ar 
Preſſure of the Eyes. Secoiidly, the Art of Ser- Sas 


on a Beam, and Swinging by Seſſion upon a Cord, in 
order to raiſe artificial Extafies, hath been derived to 
us from our 4 Styzhian Anceſtors,” where it is practif- 
ed at this Day, among the Women. Laſtiy, the 
whole Proceeding, as I have here related it, 12 per- 
form'd by the Natives of [reland, with a conſiderable 
Improvement; and it is. granted, that this, noble Na- 
tion hath, of all others, admitted fewer Cortu tions, 
and degenerated leaſt from the Purity of the old Tar- 
tars. Now it is uſual for a Knot of 1; Men and | 
Women, to abſtract themſelves from Matter, bind up 

all their Senſes, grow viſionary and ſpiritual, by In- 
fluence of a ſhort Pipe of Tobacco, handed round the 
Company; each preſerving the Smoke in his Mouth, 
till it comes again to his Turn to take in freſh ; at 
the ſame Time, there is a Concert of a continued gen- 
tle Hum, repeated and renewed by Inſtinct, as Occaſi- 
on requires, and they move thelr Bodies bp and down, 


#94. 
1 1 
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to a Degree, that ſometimes their Heads and Points 


lie parallel to the Horizon. Mean while; you may ob- 
ſerve their Eyes turned up in the Poſture of one, who 
endeavours to keep himſelf awake; by which, and 
many other Symptoms among them, it manifeſtly ap- 
pears, that the reaſoning Faculties are all ſuſpended 
and ſuperſeded, that Imagination hath uſurped the 
Seat, f ttering a thouſand Deliriums over the Brain. 
Returning from this Digreſſion, I ſhall deſcribe the Me- 
thods, by which the Spirit approacheet The Eyes 
being diſpoſed ru bs Art, at firſt, you can ſee 
nothing ; ws after a ps, ol 

ing Light begins to appear, and dance before you. 
| > Amy frequently moving your Body up and 1 


you perceive the Va to aſcend very faſt, till 


you are perſectly doſed and fluſtered like one who 
drinks too much in a Morning. Mean while, the 
Preacher is alſo at work; he begins a loud Hum, 
which pierces you quite thro'; this is immediately 

| ken? by the Audience, and you find yourſelf prompt- 
ed to imitate them, by a meer ſpontaneous — 8 


without knowing what you do. The 1zterftitia are 
duly filled up by the Preacher, to prevent too long a 


Pauſe, under which the Spirit would ſoon faint and 
grow languid. . 
Tuts is all I am allow d to diſcover about the Pro- 
prels of the Spirit, with relation to that Part, which is 
rne by the A/embly ; but in the Methods of the 
Preacher, to which I now proceed; I ſhall be more 
arge and particular. ER, Sx wat 


rt Pauſe, a ſmall glimmer. 
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SECT. U. 


v U win read it very bene remarked in the 


Books of thoſe illuſtrious and right vr Pen- 

men, the modern Travellers; that the fundamen- 
tal Difference in Point of Religion, between the wild 
Indians and us, lies in this : That we worſhip God, and 
they worſhip the Devil. But, there are certain Cri- 
tics, who will by no means admit of this Diſtinction; 
rather believing, that all Nations Whatſoever adore 
the true God, becanſe they ſeem to intend their De- 
votions to ſome inviſible Power, of greateſt Goodneſs 
and Ability to help them; wbich per F haps will take 


in the brighteſt ttributes alcribed”h to the Divin? 


Others, again, inform us, that thoſe Idolaters adore 
two Principles ; the Printiple of Good, and that of 
Evil: Which, indeed, Jam apt to look upon as the 
moſt univerſat Notion, that Mankind, by the meer 
Light of Nature, ever entertained of Things invifib le. 
How this Idea hath been managed by the Þrdians and 
us, and with what Advantage to the Underſtandings 


of either, may well deſerve to be examined. To me, 


the Difference appears little more than this, that they 
are put oftener upon their Knees by their Fears, and 
we by our Defires ; that the former ſet them a Fro 
ing, and us a curfing. What I applaud them for, is 

their Diſcretion, m limiting their Devotions and their 
Deities to their ſeveral Difiriets, nor ever fuffering the 


Liturgy of the <vhzze God, to croſs or to interfere with 


that of the black. Not ſo with us, who pretending 
by the Lines and Meaſures of our Reaſon, to ex- 


tend the Dominion of one inviſible Power, and con- 


tract that of the other, have diſcovered a groſs Igno- 
rance in the Natures of Good and Evil, and moſt hor- 
ribly confounded the Frontiers * both, After have 

ve 
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have lifted up the Throne of their Divinity to the Ce- 
tum Empyraum, adorned with all ſuch Qualities and Ac- 
compliſhments, as themſelves ſeem moſt to value and poſ- 
{eſs : After they have ſunk their Principle of Evil to the 
loweſt Center, bound him with Chains, loaded him with - 
Curſes, - furniſhed him with viler Diſpoſitions than 
any Rafe. hell of the Town, accoutred him with Tail, 
and Horns, and Huge Claws, and Sawcer Eyes; I 
laugh aloud, to, ſee theſe Reaſoners, at the ſame time 
engaged in wiſe Diſpute, about certain Walks and Pur- 
lieus whether they are in the Verge of God or the 
Devil,.. ſeriouſly.debating, whether ſuch and ſuch In- 
fluences come into Mens Minds from above or below, 
whether certain Paſſions and Affections are guided by 
the Evil Spirit or the Good : f ci 


Dum fas argus nefas exiguo fine libidinum 


Diſcernunt avid, — 


Thus do Men eſtabliſh a Fellowſhip of Chriſt with Be. 
Lal. and ſuch is the Analogy they make between clover 
Tongues and cloven Feet, Of the like Nature is the 
Diſquiſition before us: It hath continued theſe hun- 
dred Years as an even Debate, whether the Deportment 
and the Cant of our Engliſs Enthuſiaſtic Neschen 
were Peſſeſſion, or Inſpiration, and a World of Argu- 
ment has been drained on either Side, perhaps, to little 


- Purpoſe. For I think, it is in Life as in Tragedy, where, 


it is held a Conviction of great Defe&, both in Order 
and Invention, to interpoſe the Aſſiſtance of preter- 
natural Power, without an abſolute and laſt Neceſſity. 
However, it is a Sketch of Human Vanity, for every 
Individual, to imagine the whole Univerſe is Ae . 
ed in his meaneſt Concern. If he hath got cleanly over 
a Kennel, ſome Angel unſeen, deſcended on Purpoſe, 
to help him by the Hand; if he hath knock'd his 
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Head againſt a Poſt, it was the Devil, for his Sins, let 
looſe from Hell on purpoſe to buffet him, Who, that 
ſees a little paultry Mortal, droaning, and dreaming, 
and drivilling to a Multitude, can think it b e 
common good Senſe, that either Heaven or Hell ſhould 
be put to the Trouble of Influence or Inſpection upon 
what he is about? Therefore, Iam reſolved immediately, 
to weed this Error out of Mankind, by making it clear, 
that this Myſtery, of vending ſpiritual Gifts, is nothin 
but a Trade, acquired by as much Inſtruction, 
maſtered by equal Practice and A a ww wang as Others 
are, This will beſt appear by deſcribing and de- 
ducing the whole Proceſs of the Operation, as yarioufly 
as it hath fallen under my knowledge or Experi- 
2 * %* „ * De 
Here the aubole Scheme 
of ſpiritual Machaniſm * . 
was deduced and explajn- * 
ed with an Appearance of * 
great Reading and Obſer- 
vation, but it was thought 
neither ſafe nor conyenient * 
20 Print its * 
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HERE it may not be amiſs, to add a few Words 
upon the laudable Practice of wearing quilted Caps ; 
which is not a matter of meer Cuſtom, Humour, or 
Faſhion, as ſome would pretend, but an Inſtitution of 
great Sagacity and Uſe. Theſe when moiſtened with 

weat, fop all Perſpiration, and, by - reverberating the 


Heat, prevent the Spirit from evaporating any Way, 
but at the Mouth; even as a ſkilful Houſewife, that 
PH” Ee | | 77 covers 


covers her Still with a wet Clout, for the ſame Reaſon, 
and finds the ſame Effect. For it is the Opinion of a 
Choice Yertuofi, that the Brain is only a Crowd of liitle 


Animals, but with Teeth and Claws extreamly ſharp, - 
therefore cling together in the Contexture we be- 
Id, like the Picture of Hobbes Leviathan, or like 


Bees in perpendicular Swarm upon a Tree, or like a 
Carrion corrupted into Vermin, ſtill preſerving: the 
Shape and Figure of the Mother Animal. That all In- 
vention is formed by the Morſure of two or more of 
theſe Animals, upon certain capillary Nerves which 


proceed from thence, whereof three Branches ſpread 


o the Tongue, and two into the right Hand. They 
hold alſo, that theſe Animals are of a Conſtitution ex- 
treamly cold; that their Food is the Air we attract, their 

| — Phlegm; and that what we vulgarly call 


heums, and Colds, and Diſtillations, is nothing elſe 


but an Epidemical Looſnefs, to which that little Com- 
mon- wealth is very ſubject, from the Climate it lies 
under, Farther, that nothing leſs than a violent Heat, 
can diſentangle theſe Creatures from their hamated Sta- 


tion of Life, or give them Vigour and Humour, to 


imprint the Marks of their little Teeth. That, if the 


 Morſure be Hexagonal, it produces Poetry; the Circue 


lar ow Eloquence : If the Bite hath been Conical, 
the Perſon, whoſe Nerve is ſo affected, ſhall be diſpoſed 
to write upon the Politics ; and ſo of the reſt. a 
Lena now diſcourſe briefly, by what Kind of 
Practices the Voice is beſt governed, towards the Com- 
poſitiou and Improvement of the Spirit; for withaut 
a competent Skill in tuning and toning each Word and 
 Syllable, and Letter, to their due Cadence, the whole 
Operation is incompleat, miſſes intirely of its Effect 
on the Hearers, and pay the Workman h 
tinual Pains for new Su 
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it is to be underſtood, that in the Language of the Spi- 
rit Cant and Droning ſupply the Place of Senſe and Rea- 


fon, in the Language of Men: Becauſe, in Spiritual 


Harangues, the Diſpoſition of the Words, according to 
the Art of Grammar, hath not the leaſt Uſe, but the 
Skill and Influence wholly lie in the Choice and Ca- 
dence of the Syllables ; even as a diſcreet Compo/er, who 


in ſetting a Song, changes the Words and Order ſo 


often, that he is forced to make it Nonſenſe, before he 
can make it Mufic. For this Reaſon, it hath been 
held by ſome, that the Art of Canting is ever in greateſt 
Perfection, when managed by Ignorance ; which is 
thought to be enigmatically meant by Plutarch, when 
he tells us, that the beſt Mufical Inſtruments were 
made from the Bones of an A/s. And the profounder 


Critics, upon that Paſſage, are of Opinion, the Word, 


in its genuine Signification, means no other than a 
Faw- Bone; tho ſome rather think it to have been 
the Os Sacrum; but in ſo nice a Caſe; 1 ſhall not take 
zpon me to decide; the Curious are at Liberty, to pick 
from it whatever they pleaſe, pt IG REL I 


Tur firſt Ingredient, towards the Art of Canting, ua 
competent Share of Inward Light; that is to ſay, a large 
Memory, plentifully frayght with Theological Polyſyl- 


lables, and myſterious Texts from Holy Writ, applied 


and digeſted by thoſe Methods, and Mechanical Operati- 
ons already related: The Bearer of this Light reſembling 


Lantborns, compact of Leaves from old Geneva Bibles ; 


which Invention Sir Humphry Edw-n, during his May- 
oralty, of happy Memory, highly approved and advan- 
ced ; affirming the Scripture to be now fulfilled, where 
it ſays, Thy 5 ord is a Lantborn ta my Feet, and a Light 
U Paß. . te ot org) 

Now the Art of. Canting conſiſts in ſkilfully) a- 
dapting the Voice, to whatever Words the 8 * de- 
iy 1 i ivers. 
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livers, that each may firike the Ears of the Audience, 


with its moſt fignificant Cadence. The Force, or Ener- 
gy of this Eloquence, is not to be found, as among 


antient Orators, in the Diſpoſition of Words to a 8en- 


tence, or the Turning of long Periods ; but agreeable to 
the modern Refinements in Muſic, is taken up wholly 


in dwelling, and dilating upon Syllables and Letters. 


Thus it is frequent for a ſingle Yoqwe/ to draw Sighs 
from a Multitude; and for a whole Aſſembly of Saints 
to ſob to the Muſic of one ſolitary Liguid. But theſe 
are Trifles; when even Sounds inarticulate are obſery- 
ed to produce as forcible Effects. A Maſter Workman 
ſhall-blowo his Noſe fo powerfully, as to pierce the Hearts 
of his People, who are diſpoſed to receive the Excre- 
ments of his Brain, with the ſame Reverence as the ue 
of it. Hawking, Spitting, and Belching, the Defects 
of other Mens Rhetoric, are the Flowers, and Figures, 
and Ornaments of his. For, the Spirit being the ſame 


in all, it is of no Import through what Vehicle it is 


conveyed. - 


Ix is @ Point of two much Difficulty, to draw the 
Principles of this famous Art within the Compaſs of 
certain adequate Rules. However, perhaps, I may one 
Day oblige the World with my Critical Eſſay upon the 


Art of Canting, Philofophically, Phyſically, and Mufically 


confidered. _ Foy 

Bur, among all Improvements of the Spirit, where- 
in the Voice hath borne a Part, there is none to be 
compared with that of conweying the Sound through the 
Noſe, which, under the Denomination of“ 1 * 
hath paſſed with ſo great Applauſe in the World. 


—_CC N * 


e Snuffling of Men, aube have bft their Noſe b 
| lewd Courſes, is ſaid to have given Riſe to that Tone, 
which our Diſſenters did tos much affect. W. es. 
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The Originals of this Inſtitution are very dark; but 
having been initiated into the Myſtery of it, and Leave 
being given me to publiſh it to the World, I ſhall deli- 
ver as direct a Relation as I can. 


Tais Art, like many other famous Inventions, owed 
its Birth, or, at leaſt, Improvement and Perfection, to 
an Effect of Chance; but was eſtabliſhed upon ſolid 
Reaſons, and hath flouriſhed in this Iſland ever ſince, 
with great Luſtre. All agree, that it firſt appear d 
upon the Decay and Diſcouragement of Bag - Pipe, 
which, having long ſuffer d under the Mortal Hatred 
of the Brethren, totter d for a Time, and at laſt 

with Monarchy. The Story is thus related. 4; Rex 


As yet, Smfiing was not; when the following Ad- 
venture happen'd to a Banbury Saint, Upon a certain 
Day, while he was far engaged among the Tabernacles 
of the Wicked, he felt the outward Man put into odd 
Commotions, and ſtrangely prick'd forward by the in- 
ward : An Effect very uſual among the Modern Inſpir- 
ed. For, ſome think, that the Spirit is apt to feed 
on the F/z/þ, like hungry Wines upon raw Beef. Otherg 
rather believe, there is a perpetual Game at Leap- 
frog between both; and ſometimes the Je is up- 
permoſt, and ſometimes the Spirit; adding, that the 
former, while it is in the State of a Rider, wears 
huge Rippor Spurs, and, when it comes to the Turn of 
being Bearer, is wonderfully head-ſtrong and hard- 
mouth'd. However it came about, the Saint felt his 
Peel full extended in every Part (a very natural Ef- 
fect of ſtrong Inspiration ;) and the Place and Time 
falling out ſo unluckily, that he could not have the 
ee pus of evacuating upwards, by Repetition, 

rayer, or Lecture; he was forced to open an inferior 
Vent, In ſhort, he wreſtled with the Fleſh ſo long, 
that he at length ſubdued it, coming off With wg. | 
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able Wounds, all before. The Surgeon had now cured 


the Parts, primarily affected; but the Diſeaſe, driven 
from its Poſt, flew up into his Head; and, as a skilful 
General, valiantly attack'd in his Trenches, and beaten 
from. the Field by flying Marches, withdraws to the 
Capital City,” breaking down the Bridges to prevent 
Purſuit; ſo the Diſeaſe repell'd from its firſt Station, 


fled before the Rog of Hermes, to the upper Region, 


there fortifying itſelf; but, finding the Foe ma ing 


Attacks at the Ne/e, broke down the Bridge, and retir'd 


to the Head-Quarters, Now, the Naturaliſts obſerve, 
that there is in human Noſes an Jaigſyncracy, by virtue 
of which, the more the Paſſage is obſiructed, the more 
dur Speech delights to go through, as the Mufic of a 


Flagelate is made by the Stops. By this Method, the = 


Twang of the Noſe becomes perfectly to reſemble the 
Szuffleof a Bag-pipe, and is found to be equally attractive 
of Britiſb Ears; whereof the Saint had ſudden Experi. 


ence, by practiſing his new Faculty with wonderful Suc- 
ceſs in the Operation of the Spirit: For, in a ſhort Time, 


no Doctrine paſs'd for Sound and Orthodox, unleſs 
it were deliver d through the Noſe. Strait, every Paſ- 
tor copy'd after this Original; and thoſe, who 
could not otherwiſe arrive to a Perfection, ſpirited by a 
noble Zeal, made uſe of the ſame Experiment to 


acquire it. So that, I think, it may be truly affirmed, - 


the Saints owe their Empire to the Szvfirng of one 
Animal, as Darius did his, to the Nigghing of ano- 
ther; and both Stratagems were performed by the 
fame Art; for we read, how the + Perſian Beaſt 
acquired his Faculty, by covering a Mare the Day 

I SHOULD now haye done, if I were not convinced, 
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that whatever I have yet advanced upon this Subject, 
is liable to great Exception. For, allowing all I have 
faid to be true, it may ſtill be juſtly objeQed, that there 
is, in the Common-wealth of artificial Enthufiaſm,ſome 
real Foundation for Art to work upon in the Temper 
and Complexion of Individuals, which other Mortals 
ſeem to want. Obſerve but the Geſture, the Motion, 


and the Countenance, of ſome choice Profeſſors, tho? 


in their moſt familiar Actions, you will find them of 


a different Race from the reſt of human Creatures. 


Remark your commoneſt Pretender to a Light æwitbin, 
how dark, and dirty, and gloomy he is without : As 
Lanthorns, which the more Light they bear in their 


Bodies, caſt out ſo much the more Soot, and Smoke, 
and fuliginous Matter to adhere to the Sides. Liſten 
but to their ordinary Talk, and look on the Mouth 


that delivers it ; you will imagine you are hearing ſome 
antient Oracle, and your Underſtanding: will be equally 
informed. Upon theſe, and the like Reaſons, certain 
ObjeRors pretend to put it beyond all Doubt, that there 
mutt be a Sort of preternatural Spirit, poſſeſſing the 


Heads of the Modern Saints; and ſome: will have it 


to be the Heat of Zeal, working upon the Dregs of 


Ignorance, as other Spirits are produced from Lees, by 


the Force of Fire. Some again think, that when our 
earthly Tabernacles are diſordered and deſolate, ſnaken 
and out of Repair; the Spirit delights to dwell within 
them, as Houſes are ſaid to be haunted when they are 


| forſaken and gone to Decay, 


To fet this Matter in-as fair a Light as poſſible; I 
ſhall here, very briefly, deduce the Hiſtory of Fana- 
lici ſin, from the moſt early Ages to the preſent, And 
if we are able to fix upon any one material or funda- 
mental Point, wherein the chief Profeſſors have uni- 
verſally agreed, I think we may reaſonably lay hold 
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on that, and aſſign it for the great Seed or Principle of 
the Spirit. eee 5 | 


Tux moſt early Traces we meet with, of Fanatics 
in antient Story, are among the Ægyptians, who infti- 
tuted choſe Rites, known in Greece by the Names of 
Orgya, Paneg yres, and Diomſia, whether introduced 
there by Orpheus and Melampus, we ſhall not diſpute 


at preſent,” nor in all Likelihood, at any Time for 


the future. 4 Theſe Feafts were celebrated to the 


Honour of 'O/yris, whom the Grecians called D7ory/ius, 


and is the fame with Bacchus: Which has betrayed 
ſome ſuperficial Readers to imagine, that the whole Bu- 
ſineſs was nothing more than a Set of roaring, ſcouring 
Companions, over-charg'd with Wine; but this is a 


ſcandalous Miſtake, foiſſed on the World by a Sort of 


Modern Authors, who have too /itera/ an Underſtand- 
ing; and, becauſe Antiquity is to be traced backwards, 


do therefore, like Fews, begin their Books at the 


wrong End, as if Learning were a Sort of Confuring. 
'Theſe are the Men who pretend to underſtand a Book, 


by ſcouting thro* the Index, as if a Traveller ſhould 
£0 about to deſcribe a Palace, when he had feen no- 


ing but the Priuy; or like certain Fortune-tellers in 
Northern America, who have a Way of reading a Man's 


Deſtiny, by peeping into his Breech. For, at the 


Time of inſtituting theſe Myfteries, 1 there was not 
one Vine in all Zgypr, the Natives 

but Ale; which Liquor ſeems to have been far more 
antient than Wine, and has the Honour of owing its 


Invention and Progreſs, not only to the | gti 
| Ohris, but to the Grecian Bacchus, who, in their fa- 


| + Died. Sie. Z. 1. Plut, ds Id & Ohrid. 
Herod. L. 2. 3338 n 
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mous Expedition, carried the Receipt of it along 


with them, and gave it to the Nations they viſited 


or ſubdued. Beſides, Bacchus himſelf was very ſeldom, 
or never drunk : For, it is recorded of him, that he 
was the firſt + Inventor of the Mitre, which he wore 
continually on his Head (as the whole Company of 
Bacchanals did) to prevent Vapours and the Head-ach 
after hard Drinking. And for this Reaſon (ſay ſome) 


the Scarlet Whore, when ſhe makes the Kings of thy 


Earth drunk with her Cup of Abomination, is always 
ſober herſelf, tho' ſhe never balks the Glaſs in her 


Turn, being, it ſeems, kept upon her Legs by the Vir- 
tue of her Tripple Mitre, Now, theſe Feaſts were inſti - 


tuted in Imitation of the famous Expedition O/pris made 
thro' the World, and of the Company that attended 
him, whereof the Bacchanalian Ceremonies were ſo 
many Types and Symbols. * From which Account, . 
it is manifeit, that the Fanatic Rites of theſe Bacchanals 
cannot be imputed to Intoxications by Wine, but muſt 
needs have had a deeper Foundation. What this was, 
we may gather large Hints from certain Circumſtan- 
ces in the Courſe of their Myſteries. For, in the firſt 
Place, there was in their Proceflions, an intire Mix- 
ture and Confuſion of Sexes ; they affected to ramble 
about Hills and Deſarts : Their Garlands were of oy 
and Vine, Emblems of Cleaving and Clinging ; or of 
Fir, the Parent of Turpentine. It is added, that they 
imitated Satyrs, were attended by Goats, and rode u 


on F/es, all Companions of great Skill and Practice in 


Affairs of Gallantry. They bore for their Enſigns cer- 
tain curious Figures, perch'd upon long Poles, made 
into the Shape and Size of the Virga genitalis, with its 


_—_— 
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Appurtenances, which were ſo many Shadows and Em- 
blems of the whole Myſtery, as well as Trophies ſer 
* by the Female 8 Laſtly, in a certain 

own of Attica, the whole Sclemnity, + ſtripped of 


all its Types, was performed in pauris naturalibus, the 


Votaries not flying in Covies, but ſorted into Couples, 
The ſame may be farther conſectured from the Death 
of Orpheus, one of the Inflitutors of theſe Myfteries, 


who was torn in Pieces by Women, becauſe he refuſed 
to “ communicate his Org yes to them; which others ex- 


pay by telling us, he had caſtrated himſelf upon 
rief, for the Loſsof his Wife. Tok 


Outr TING many others of leſs Note, the next Fa- 
natics we meet with, of any Eminence, were the nu- 
merous Sect of E cory 2h in the five firſt Cen- 
turies of the Chriſtian 

Followers, to thoſe of Eutyches, © I have collected their 
Syſtems from infinite Reading, and, comparing them 


with thoſe of their Sueceſſors in the ſeveral Ages ſince, 
I find there are certain Bounds ſet even to the Irregu- 


larity of Human Thought, and thoſe a great deal 
narrower than is commonly apprehended. For, as 
they all frequently interfere, even in their wildeſt Rav- 
ings 3 ſo there is one fundamental Point, wherein they 
are ſure to meet, as Lines in a Center, and that is 
the Community of Women, Great were their Sollici- 
tudes in this Matter, and they never fail'd of certain 


Articles in their Schemes of Worſhip, on Purpoſe to 


Tus lift Fanatics of Note, were thoſe which ſtart. 


ed up in Germany, a little after the Reformation of 


Luther ; ſpringing, as Mu/orooms do at the End of 4 
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Harveſt : Such were John of :Leytleng, David George, 
Adam Neuſler, and many others, whoſe Viſions and Re- 
velations always terminated in leading about half a dozen 


Sifters apiece, and making that Practice a fundamental 
Part of their Syſtem. .' For Human Life is a continual 


es and Tempeſts of this luftuatj 
Vorld, it is neceſſary to make a good Proviſion of the 
Flesh, as Sea - men lay In Store of Beef for à long 
# ' Eg Wits! {0 WW eee Abe! "oY 5 it ; n 4 


Navigation, and if we n Valli ta pala with 
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Now from this brief | Su ey of ſome Principal 


Sets, among the Fanatics, in all Ages (having omit- 


ted the Mahometans and others, who might alſo help 
to confirm the Argument I am about) to Which I 
might add ſeveral among ourſelves, ſuch as the \Fami- 
ly of Love, Sweet Singers , "Iſrael, and the like: And 
trom reflecting upon that fundamental Point in their 
Doctrines, about Women, wherein they have ſo uha- 
nimouſly agreed; I am apt to imagine, that the Seed 
or Principle, which has ever put Men upon Von in 
Things [rvifible, is of a. Coporeal Nature: For the 
profounder Chymiſts inform us, that the Stronpeſt 
Spirits may be extracted from Human Flih/  Befides, 
the ſpinal Marrow, being nothing elſe but à Conti- 
nuation of the Brain, muſt needs create à very free 
Communication between the Superior Faculties and 


thoſe below: And thus the Thorn in the Fight ſerves for 


a Spur to the Spirit. I think, it is agreed among 
Phyſicians, that nothing affects the Head ſo much, as 
a tentiginous Humour, repelled and elated to the up- 
pe Region, found by daily Practice, to run frequent - 
y up into Madneſs. A very eminent Member of the 
ber; aſſured me, that, when the Quatert firſt ap- 
peared, he ſeldom was without ſome Female Patients 
among them, for the Furor .: Perſons of a viſiona- 
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Devotion, either Men or Women, are in their Com- 
xion, of all others, the moſt amgrous : For, Zeal, 
R kindled from the ſame Spark with other 
ires, and, from inflaming Motherly Love, will pro- 
ceed to raiſe that of a Gallant. If we inſpe into the 
uſual Proceſ of Modern Courthp we ſhall find i it © 
conſiſt in a deyout Turn of the E . called Og/ing 
hining by x 11 
Interval, for — of other Matter, made yp wi 
a Shrug, or a Hum; a Sigh or a Groan; the Stile com- 
pat of in ignificant Words, Incoherences, and Re 
heſe, I take, to "he the moſt accompliſh'd 
Rules of Breet to a Miſtreſs ; and where are theſe 
frei with more Dexterity, than by the Saines 8 
ay, to bring this Argument yet cloſer, I have been 
Jang by certain Sanguine Brethren of the firſt Claſs, 
t in the Height and Orga/mps of hoe Spiritual Exer- 


- Cife, it has been ee Arey OR 


immediately after which, they found the $ * to relax 
and flag of a ſudden with the Nerves, an they were 
forced to haſten to a Concluſion. This may be farther 


ſtrengthened, by obſerving, with Wonder, how unac- 


countably all Females are attracted by Viſianary or En- 


thuſiaſtic rtf wary tho? neyer ſo contempftible in their 


outavard Mien; which is I ſuppoſed to be done 

upon Conſiderations wg ! Spiritual, without any car- 
nal Regards at all. But I have Reaſon to think, the 
Sex hack certain Characteriſtics, by which they form 
a truer Judgment of Human Abilities and Performings, 
than we ourſelves can poſſibly do of each other. Let 


| That be as it will, thus much is certain, that, however 


Spiritual Intrigues begin, they generally conclude like 
all others; they may branch upwards towards Heaven, 
but the Root i is in the Earth. Too intenſe a Contem: 

ation is not the Buſineſs of Fleſh and Blood; it muſt 


y the neceſſary as a, in @ little Tims, let 
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0 its Hold, and fall into Matter. Lovers, for tit 
£0 ke. of Celeſtial, Converſe, are but another Sort of. 
Platenics, who pretend to ſee Stars and Heaven in 


Ladies Eyes, and to look or think n Fer but ford 


ſame Pit is provided for both: And they ſeem 
Moral to the Story of that Philoſopher, Lo, es his 
Thoughts and Eyes were fixed upon the ConfleNations, 


found himlelf ale by bis 1 Pa 17174 into a Dikeb. 
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"I; HAD ſomewhat more to fa upon this Part of he 
Subject; but the Polt is juſt going, which * me n 
re Hatte i conclude, 0 x 
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